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a short story, a poem, a drawing, a joke, a DYK? Please email any submissions to Benita 

Prins at editor.theivybush@gmail.com by April 15, 2016 
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Magazine Editor: Benita Prins 

Magazine Layout design: Rachel VanderWoude  

 

Special thanks to everyone else who contributed something for this month’s issue! 

Image credits for this issue go to: Google images©, New Line Cinema©, Warner Bros.©, Tolkien Enterprises© for Tolkien’s signature and all 

others to their rightful owners. 

https://theivybush.wordpress.com/


 

Language Corner 
Useful Elvish Questions 

 

Aragorn the Dunadan 

By Theresa Prins 

Upon the pinnacle of stone 
he stood on high; he was alone 

save for the whisp'ring wind above, 
flying to the far sea he loved. 

 
His raven hair was blown aloft 

before the coming foe was crossed 
with evil cries, and cunning leers, 
against the steadfast Elven spears. 

 
Far in the North a strong wind blew; 

the Elf-host came; on wings they flew 
to Gondor's aid, though doubtful they 

were of victory that dark day. 
 

His fi'ry keen eyes pierced the clouds 
that over moon and stars were shrouds. 

His eye could see the flaming land 
of Mordor, land of Sauron's hand. 

 
“Arwen! Beloved, the most fair, 
my Luthien, with raven hair!” 
His cry was borne upon the air 

to lands far distant that were fair. 
 

“Aragorn!” her sweet voice flew back, 
“Your courage is not what you lack. 

Confidence in these evil times 
would suit you more than faithless 

mimes.” 
 

High in the sky, one star still shone - 
Elbereth, on the gloaming lawn 

of Valinor, the Elven home, 
wherein fair Elves forever roam. 

 
Arwen looked upon this star; 
close it seemed, yet it was far: 

“Iluvatar, I pray that you 
would guard him in what he's to do.” 

 
Upon the pinnacle of stone, 

still he stood; he was alone, 
while through the dusk the night breeze blew 

o'er Aragorn, the King renewed. 

Sindarin 

Mi van me? 

Gwestog? 

Man cerig? 

Na van? 

Man pen? 

Am man theled? 

Avo garo am man theled? 

English 

Where are we? 

Do you promise? 

What are you doing? 

When? 

Which one? 

Why? 

Why not? 



 Tolkien the Wordsmith 

By I. Salogel 

 

J.R.R. Tolkien was a master of storytelling. As with all 

great books, one cannot come away from reading The Lord of 

the Rings untouched in some way. You may feel content, sad, 

joyful, empty, tired, or all of them at once; you have taken 

something out of the book, but more importantly, the book 

has taken something out of you. Through his books you may 

look through a window into another world, one that feels 

strange and wild but somehow deeply familiar. It has latched 

onto the emotions and pulled you in, it has fascinated your 

mind with wordplay and 

worlds, it has evoked inside 

you a sense of something 

greater than you can fully 

grasp, something so vast you 

can only be content knowing 

you are a part of it in some 

way. And all of these things 

are done through one simple 

medium – words. 

Tolkien was first and foremost a philologist. Accord-

ing to the dictionary, “Philology is the study of language in 

written historical sources; it is a combination of literary criti-

cism, history, and linguistics. It is more commonly defined as 

the study of literary texts and written records, the establish-

ment of their authenticity and their original form, and the 

determination of their meaning.” All that is a very dry way of 

saying that Tolkien and other philologists were simply lovers 

of words. Not just the way words sound but the way they feel 

in the mouth, the way they are made, the way they evolve, 

their history and beginnings. Tolkien was creating languages 

and playing around with words from a very young age. As a 

child he wrote a story which included the 

phrase, “A green, great dragon,” which his 

mother told him had to be “A great, green 

dragon.” Just a simple switching of two 

words, and yet the sentences carry two differ-

ent feels to them. After returning from 

fighting in the war in his late teens, Tolkien’s 

first job was working on the Oxford English 

Dictionary, researching the etymologies of 

words beginning with ‘w’. This proved invalu-

able to him, and impacted his writing abilities 

in many ways.  

Because Tolkien was able to dive down to the roots 

of words, their ancient meanings and mysteries, he was able 

to also uncover the magic of evoking feelings with simple 

combinations of letters. Although we do not realize it, older 

words have a tendency to carry the centuries with them, giv-

ing them a weightiness and a taste of times long spent when 

used in the right way. Tolkien was a genius at blending archa-

ic words with ones still frequently in use. When Eowyn 

speaks to the Witch-king of Angmar, saying, “Begone, foul 

dwimmerlaik!” she could just as easily have said, “Begone, 

foul demon!” or “Begone, foul spirit!” Yet Tolkien uses dwim-

merlaik as his word of choice, and even though most people 

do not know what it means, they also do not need to – the 

word carries with it the right feeling and somehow does the 

moment justice better than any of the other words.  

Tolkien also used his words to paint landscapes and 

cultures. The Hobbits are a very down-to-earth people, and 

so are their names and the way in which they talk. Frodo Bag-

gins, Samwise Gamgee, Tobold Hornblower, Fredegar Bolger: 

even if one knew nothing of Hobbits, the names alone bring a 

certain image to mind. In the same way, Bombur, Gimli, 

Thror and Fili are Dwarvish; Lúthien, Eärendil, Fëanor, Lego-

las, Elrond and Galadriel carry a distinct Elvish tone; Theoden, 

Éomer, Dernhelm and Gamling all speak to the ancient plains 

of Rohan. But names are not the only words that describe the 

culture. Each people in Middle-earth has a particular way of 

speaking, and a particular way in which they are described. In 

speaking of Hobbits Tolkien uses round, comfortable homely 

words, whereas the Elves are explained with a tone of won-

derment and otherworldliness. The people of the kingdom of 

Rohan always have yellow hair, not blond. Both mean the 

same thing, but somehow a band of yellow-haired warriors 

brings a far more vivid image to mind.  

“Tolkien was 

first and 

foremost a 

philologist...” 



 
Lastly, The Lord of the Rings is filled with a plethora 

of descriptions. One example among thousands is when the 

four Hobbits enter into the Old Forest for the first time.  

“Looking back they could see the dark line of the Hedge through 
the stems of trees that were already thick about them. Looking 
ahead they could see only tree-trunks of innumerable sizes and 
shapes: straight or bent, twisted, leaning, squat or slender, smooth 
or gnarled and branched; and all the stems were green or grey 
with moss and slimy, shaggy growths.”  
 

Nowhere in the description is it described as a queer or dan-

gerous forest, and yet it stirs a tremor of uneasiness and 

foreboding. A merrier description is in Lothlorien when 

Frodo’s blindfold is removed.  

“They were standing in an open space. To the left stood a great 
mound, covered with a sward of grass as green as Springtime in 
the Elder Days. Upon it, as a double crown, grew two circles of 
trees: the outer had bark of snowy white, and were leafless but 
beautiful in their shapely nakedness; the inner were mallorn-trees 
of great height, still arrayed in pale gold. High amid the branches of 
a towering tree that stood in the centre of all there gleamed a 
white flet. At the feet of the trees, and all about the green hillsides 
the grass was studded with small golden flowers shaped like stars. 
Among them, nodding on slender stalks, were other flowers, white 
and palest green: they glimmered as a mist amid the rich hue of 
the grass. Over all the sky was blue, and the sun of afternoon 
glowed upon the hill and cast long green shadows beneath the 
trees.”  
A sward of grass, a double crown, long green shadows… I will 

never understand the critics who claim that the wordiness of 

these books is off-putting. Tolkien’s descriptions paint more 

vividly than a photograph ever could. One very nearly feels 

as though one was actually there. 

 Tolkien’s ability to master words and weave them to-

gether into a great story is what makes Lord of the Rings 

such a moving book. His words draw the reader in, inviting 

and immersing the reader into the world of Middle-earth 

and filling the mind with a wonderful new place, fantastical 

and magical, and yet somehow familiar. Tolkien’s words can 

pull the strings of the human heart in such a way that when 

the reader finally reaches the last page, reads the words, 

“Well, I’m home,” and closes the cover, there is a feeling too 

deep to describe. Tolkien’s skill allows a person to not only 

read his story bur rather live his story alongside his charac-

ters. The Lord of the Rings is not wordy, dull and boring to 

read, but rather, to quote C.S. Lewis, it is “like lightning from 

a clear sky.” 

Footnotes: 

1 The Fellowship of the Ring, J.R.R. Tolkien, pg. 110 (HarperCollins) 
2 The Fellowship of the Ring, J.R.R. Tolkien, pg. 351 (HarperCollins) 

JOKES! 
 

Q. What kind of bird would Gollum be? 

A. A Smea-gull!  

 

Q. Who was the most volatile actor in The Lord of the Rings? 

A. Orlando Boom!  



 

Hobbit Fun  
 

What Middle-earth Race Are You? 
Take this quiz to find out! 

1. Your favourite colours are: 

a) Patriotic colours 

b) Dark colours 

c) Green and yellow 

d) Organic colours 

e) Blue and gold 

f) Depends on my mood 

 

2. Your ideal holiday would be: 

a) Visiting historical landmark or important city 

b) Sitting in my basement and playing video games 

c) Enjoying some sunshine and going for walks 

d) A sailing trip to a beautiful island 

e) Spelunking or rock-climbing – something involving 

risks 

f) Organizing an activity to do with people 

 

3. You like to eat: 

a) A well-balanced diet 

b) Meat – the rarer the better 

c) Wholesome and homely food 

d) Lots of fruits and grains 

e) Good, hearty, and plentiful meals 

f) Anything – eating isn’t very important 

 

4. In your spare time you like to: 

a) Do things for other people 

b) Destroy things 

c) Bake or garden 

d) Go out and climb a tree 

e) Eat or have a party, or both 

f) Read a book 

 

5. Your game of choice would be: 

a) Chess 

b) Risk 

c) Croquet 

d) Dutch Blitz 

e) Football  

f) Settlers of Catan 

 

6. Your sense of humour is: 

a) Not bad – I’ll laugh if it’s genuinely funny 

b) Dark – I have a tendency to laugh at the expense of 

others 

c) Great – I like to make jokes and laugh at just about 

anything 

d) Unique – not many people understand what I consid-

er amusing 

e) Usually good – I’ll laugh as long as it doesn’t insult me 

f) Rare – but when I do laugh everyone else does too 

 

7. Your friends describe you as: 

a) Someone they can look up to 

b) I don’t need friends 

c) Fun, honest, and happy 

d) Kind, loyal, and clever 

e) Competitive and ready for a fight 

f) A wise leader 

 

See the last page to discover what you are! 

 

 



 

 
 

The Return of the King 
In One Minute 

By David J. Parker and Samuel Stoddard 

Aragorn: We must travel the Paths of the Dead. 

Eowyn: You’ll die. (They don’t.) 

Gandalf: The Hordes of Mordor will destroy Minas Tirith. (They don’t.) 

Gandalf: We must attack Mordor. We’ll all be killed. (They aren’t.) 

Gollum: Mmmm, yummy finger! (dies) 

Frodo: The Ring has been destroyed, but now we will die in Mordor. 

Sam: Buck up, Master Frodo. (A bunch of feathered DEUS EX MACHINAS come out of NOWHERE and save 

EVERYBODY.) 

THE END 

 

Elvish Word of the Month 

Anar 

 

Sun 

 



 

What If… 

...Gandalf was corrupted by Saruman? 

…Tolkien had not been a Christian? 

…Frodo had gone off to Mordor without Sam? 

Did You Know? 

Thranduil cuts quite a figure in the Hobbit trilogy while 
riding on his magnificent elk. On set, however, since 
they obviously couldn’t have Lee Pace ride an elk, his 
mount was a very large horse—the largest horse in 

New Zealand in fact! Somewhat ironically, this horse's 
name was Moose.  

Did You Notice? 

In the Extended Edition of The Desolation of Smaug, 
when the Dwarves are escorted out of Laketown, 

there is a comical and rather out of tune brass quartet 
that plays a fanfare. Two of the members of this band 

are actually John Howe and Alan Lee, the concept 
artists for the film who also designed the wacky-

looking instruments they are playing! 



 

Did You Know? 

Tolkien came up with the “One Ring to Rule Them All” 
poem in the bathtub! 

Would You Rather... 

1. ...have an eating contest against a Dwarf OR a Hobbit? 

2. ...eat Beorn’s honey OR drink Ent draught? 

3. ...have an axe OR a bow as your weapon of choice? 

4. ...ride a horse OR an eagle? 

5. ...meet J.R.R. Tolkien OR C.S. Lewis? 

6. ...be captured by Orcs OR Goblins? 

7. ...have Denethor as a father OR Sméagol as a son? 

8. ...receive a gift from Galadriel OR Gandalf? 

9. ...run a race against Aragorn OR Legolas? 

10. ...fall into the Dead Marshes OR throw stones at the 

Watcher in the Water? 

Something to Think About 

Would Gondor have been able to win the battle of the Pelennor Fields 
if Rohan had not come to help them? 



 

The Last Battle for First Place 

By Benita Prins 

 

After seeing the Walt Disney production of The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe for the first time, I was struck by 
the resemblance of this movie to The Lord of the Rings, 
which fact is partly due to the fact that the former was 
made pretty much right after the latter, and Weta Work-

shop did the special effects 
on both; also the Narnia 
books are very similar to the 
Middle-earth tales, especially 
LOTR.  Neither movie was 
perfect, but which was 
worse?  To answer this diffi-
cult question, let’s review 
the different parts of each 
one. 

In C.S. Lewis’ book, which is definitely an analogy, Aslan is 
the author’s equivalent of God.  Aslan in the movie was 
very disappointing.  In parts, he is all right (especially see-
ing as he looks just like a proper lion), but in others, he 
acts and speaks like a being.  Tolkien’s Frodo as changed 
by Peter Jackson is as disappointing, acting in a silly way, 
in his attitudes towards Sam and Gollum respectively, 
nearing the end of The Two Towers movie (which doesn’t 
even end in the right place…). 

The actors’ performances in both films were, with some 
exceptions, good.  The problem is more in the script.  
Sometimes the characters have lines pretty much straight 
from either book, perhaps interpreted correctly though 
more often not.  Sometimes unimportant lines and 
scenes are added, or important ones cut out altogether, 
which is much worse.  What is likely the best thing about 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is the way in which 
the childishness of the four Pevensies was preserved.  
C.S. Lewis did not mean to portray them as clever kids 
who ‘know everything’.  This aspect was carried across 
very nicely into the film. 

All the battles are, as usual, too drawn out.  Why this ob-
session with war?  True, war figures prominently in The 
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and The Lord of the 
Rings, but it is not necessary to show so much of the vio-
lence.  Parents can read the Narnia books to their young 
children, so why can’t they show them the movie?  It 
would scare them to death!  Granted, the producers have 
got to make sure that people know there’s a battle in-
volved, but they do not have to waste so much time with 
special effects and gore. 

However, all the Narnian animals except for Aslan were 
terrible.  They’re exactly the way you’d expect a Disney 
animal to be.  Maugrim, the captain of Jadis’ wolves, 
doesn’t sound grim at all.  The part could easily have 
been voiced by a child trying to sound like a wolf and not 
succeeding.  He doesn’t even look like a wolf. The fox (an 
addition made by the producers), who misdirects the 
wolves, sounds silly.  The beavers are okay, because 
they’re supposed to be slightly comic in the first place, 
but I still don’t approve. 

On the other hand, the work that Peter Jackson put into 
making everything in LOTR seem authentic Middle-earth 
was amazing!  (Even though we usually aren’t this compli-
mentary…)  He personally inspected everything that went 
into creating the fantastical creatures of Tolkien’s world.  
When you hear the orcs speaking with Cockney accents, 
you can’t help but believe that that was how Tolkien al-
ways intended for them to sound.  The Balrog is perfect – 
its special effects were actually necessary for once!  

So we come to the final battle.  The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe vs. The Lord of the Rings.  Which is better – 
which one wins?  This is one of the hardest questions I’ve 
ever had to answer.  Both have certain qualities which 
make me lean towards the one for a while, then the oth-
er.  In the end, I suppose I would say that The Lord of the 
Rings is better, although it is not as faithful to the original 
storyline.  The book itself was, after all, intended for an 
older audience, thus justifying the more frightening film, 
whereas a movie made from the Narnia books should be 
appropriate for the same age group as were the books.   

 

“The problem is 

more with the 

script than with 

the actors.” 



 

March 1: David Weatherley (Barliman Butterbur) turns 77 

March 18: Brad Dourif (Grima) turns 66 

March 20: Lawrence Makoare (Lurtz, Witch-king, Gothmog) turns 48 

March 25: Lee Pace (Thranduil) turns 37 

March 28: Stephen Ure (Grishnakh) turns 58 

Just for fun: Aragorn’s birthday is on March 1 

Cast and Crew Birthdays in March 

Cast and Crew Birthdays in April 

April 4: Hugo Weaving (Elrond) turns 56 

April 15: Luke Evans (Bard) turns 37 

April 17: Sean Bean (Boromir) turns 57  

April 20: Andy Serkis (Smeagol/Gollum) turns 52 



 
 



 

Test Your LotR Knowledge! 

1. Why did Gimli want to see Saruman? 

2. Gandalf tells the company to be aware of Saruman’s ____ 

3. What step were Merry and Pippin sitting on? 

4. What colour were Saruman’s beard and hair? 

5. What vocation does Gandalf say Saruman should have had? 

6. Which two things did Gandalf ask Saruman to surrender? 

7. What broke in Saruman’s hand? 

8. What did Pippin run and pick up? 

9. Who does Legolas ask to be his companion in exploring 

Fangorn? 

10. Who does Gandalf appoint to guard Saruman? 

Answers can be found in the chapter ‘The Voice of Saruman’ from The Two Towers. 

Quote  

Of  

 
The 
Month 

“...Deeds will not be less valiant be-
cause they are unpraised...” 

 -Aragorn 



 

The Gondorian Gazette 

Latest news from the Eagles? Most recent shenanigans from the Shire? We bring you all the newest and most exciting 
stories about goings on in the Tolkien fandom  

 

-Lord of the Rings Colouring Book: Adult colouring books are becoming a 
thing—a big thing—and there is a Lord of the Rings one coming out! It will 
be released on June 2, priced at about 10 pounds. The artist is Nicolette Cav-
an and she has done drawings from all three of the movies. Exciting stuff! 

-Legit Hobbit House for Sale: It doesn’t have a round door, but don’t let that 
fool you! This quirky and fascinating home in Bridgnorth, Shropshire, U.K. 
has all the other makings of a home any Hobbit might love, complete with a 
finished cave that goes back into the terraced garden hillside behind it. For 
more information on this amazing house, check out the story here. 
 

 

 

 

Answers to Hobbit Fun 

 
Mostly A’s: 

You are a Man! You enjoy strategizing and value bravery, courage, and a steady heart in the face of danger. People love you and 
look up to you, even with your weaknesses. 

Mostly B’s: 

You are an Orc! Destruction, domination and villainy are your specialty, and you’ll do pretty much anything to get what you want. 
Better watch your back – you’ve made some pretty fierce enemies! 

Mostly C’s: 

You are a Hobbit! You’re laid back, easily amused, enjoy the comforts of home, and wouldn’t pass up a homemade meal or a nice 
stroll through the park. But don’t underestimate your bravery! 

Mostly D’s:  

You are an Elf! You absolutely love being out in the woods, have good reflexes and are clever. Your enemies should watch out, 
because you will do anything to protect your friends! 

Mostly E’s: 

You are a Dwarf! Fierce, feisty and stubborn, you enjoy a good party or a risky adventure. You take offence quite easily, and are 
very competitive - there’s not much that can stop you once you set your mind on something! 

Mostly F’s: 

You are a Wizard! You are wise and quite enjoy being in control, although you’ve had to make some tough choices. You take pleas-
ure in watching people grow up around you. People will follow you wherever you lead and trust you with just about everything! 

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/hobbit-house-comes-doctor-who-7198724
http://www-images.theonering.org/torwp/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Hobbit-house-UK.jpg

