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Language Corner 
Genesis 1:1-5 

Translated by Helge Kåre Fauskanger 

The Argonath 

By Kathryn Finca 

The ancient structures, bold and tall 

Still standing watch above the fall, 

Are silent; and no voices call 

From carven mouths to river wall. 

 

Yet though they cannot see or speak 

They stand with pride while rivers leak 

Between their mighty feet, and seek 

For those whose hearts are frail and weak. 

 

Centuries did they command 

With vacant gaze and outstretched hand 

For centuries they still will stand 

Remaining guardians of their land. 

 

They bear helms fine as any king hath, 

They still withstand the weather’s wrath 

And stand o’er flowing river path 

Unchangeable – the Argonath. 

 

Quenya 

I yessessë Eru ontanë Menel ar Cemen. Cemen né cumna ar lusta, ar engë mornië 
or i undumë, nan Eruo Súlë willë or i neni. Ar equë Eru: "Eä cálë!" Ar engë cálë. Eru 
cennë sa i cálë né mára, ar Eru ciltanë i cálë i morniello. Ar Eru estanë i cálë Aurë, 

ar i mornië estanes Lómë. Ar engë sinyë, ar engë arin, i minya aurë 

English 

In the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth. The Earth was void and 
empty, and there was darkness over the abyss, but the Spirit of God hovered above 

the waters. And God said, “Let there be light!” and there was light. God saw that the 
light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. And God called the 

light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And it was evening, and it was morning, 
the first day. 



 On Love 

By I. Salogel 

 

With Valentine’s Day coming up next month, love is al-
ready ‘in the air’ so to speak. Stores are redecorated in 
pink and red, social media throws out ways to make him 
yours or find out what the perfect gift could be… Fandoms 
have fun at this time of year as well. I’ve seen ‘geek valen-
tines’ that say things like “Are you the Ring? Because I’ve 

got my Eye on you…” 
or “Your beauty has 
pierced my heart like 
a Morgul blade…” 
While these are 
amusing (though not 
always entirely 
clean) I cannot but 
help frowning inside 

even as I laugh. Would Tolkien have appreciated the fans 
of his books using his story to make innuendo-filled pickup 
lines? Doubtful. And fans should know it too. Those who 
actually know the story understand how important the 
concept of love was to Tolkien, how pure and beautiful it 
could be. So in this article I’m going to look into what love 
meant to Tolkien and how it comes out in Lord of the 
Rings. 

J.R.R. Tolkien actually had a bit of a complicated love rela-
tionship! When he was 16 he fell in love with a girl named 
Edith who was three years older than him. His guardian, a 
priest, caught the two of them together and told the 
young John that he wasn’t allowed to see Edith again. The 
two of them exchanged letters secretly instead, and their 
relationship did not cease as Tolkien’s guardian had 
hoped. He found out about the letters as well, and angrily 

told John that if he couldn’t 
wait until he was 21 (when 
Edith would be 24) then he 
would have to free himself 
from guardianship. John 
was torn between the girl 
he loved and the father fig-
ure of his life, and the latter 
won out. Edith waited for 
him, and soon after John 
turned 21, they were mar-
ried, finally with the approv-
al of his guardian. 

The agony of loving someone seemingly unattainable must 
have made an impact on Tolkien’s mind, for it came out in 
his writings. The Tale of Beren and Lúthien, one of the 
most touching love stories known to fiction, speaks of Ber-

en – a mortal man – who fell in love with Lúthien Tinúviel, 
the most beautiful Elf-maiden who walked Middle-earth. 
Lúthien’s father was vehemently opposed to the idea of 
his daughter marrying a mortal, so he set Beren an impos-
sible quest. Lúthien loved Beren so much she aided him in 
his quest, and together with the aid of the hound Huan, 
they achieved the task that Lúthien's father had given Ber-
en, but not without great loss. The story illustrates the 
amazing power of pure and unconditional love, love 
enough to die for. 

An echo of this story is the Tale of Aragorn and Arwen, 
whose tale is very similar to Beren and Lúthien. Aragorn 
had to wait even longer for Arwen, for he loved her when 
he was no more than 25 but Elrond insisted that he earn 
the right to marry his daughter, which would be when he 
had reclaimed his kingship. So Aragorn ended up waiting 
about 60 years before he finally ‘got the girl’ so to speak. 
Of course, this was not as big of a hardship for Arwen as 
time passes swiftly for an Elf. But her sacrifice was argua-
bly even greater than Aragorn’s, for to spend one lifetime 
with him, she gave up the immortality of her people, she 
gave up seeing her father and brothers and mother ever 
again, she gave up her place on the ships sailing over the 
Sea – essentially, she gave up everything she had ever 
known in order to be with her beloved. Now that is com-
mitment! 

Tolkien also recognized that not all love stories were as 
perfect as Beren and Lúthien's, or Aragorn and Arwen’s. In 
The Children of Húrin, the main character, Túrin, eventually 
ends up marrying his own sister, who had lost her 
memory. When the two figure out what they have done, 
Túrin’s sister throws herself off a cliff and Túrin falls on his 
sword – both would rather die than live in such a state of 
shame. Another instance of spurned love is the story of 

“Would Tolkien 

have appreciated 

fans using his 

books to make 

innuendo-filled 

pickup lines?” 



 
Éowyn, who fell in love with Aragorn. But though Éowyn 
loved him, Aragorn remained faithful to Arwen, and gently 
but firmly showed the Shieldmaiden of Rohan that she 
could not love him. Éowyn lost all desire for anything ex-
cept death in battle. But after her despair her heart 
turned towards Faramir instead, and she was reconciled 
to happiness. 

But romantic love is not the only form of affection that 
Tolkien writes about. Where The Silmarillion has more on 
the love of romance, The Lord of the Rings focuses mostly 
on the pure love between friends. The camaraderie be-
tween Aragorn, Legolas and Gimli, the ‘best mates’ rela-
tionship between Merry and Pippin, and the brotherly 
affection between Boromir and Faramir are all good ex-
amples of this. But the most obvious is the relationship 
between Sam and Frodo. In our modern world today, 
many people find this hard to read because to be blunt, 
any close relationship between two members of the same 
gender – especially male – are usually gay. Sam and Frodo 
are not gay; if they were, then how come Sam has had a 
crush on Rosie for the entire time he’s been gone? But 
even if there was no Rosie, Sam and Frodo being gay is 
ridiculous. Why should there be gay connotations if a man 
calls another man ‘dear’ like Sam talks about ‘dear Mr. 
Frodo’? Why should there be gay connotations if Frodo 
slept with Sam’s arm around him in Mordor? Affection 
does not have to be romantic, something which this age is 
swiftly losing sight of. Sam was the most steadfast and 
truest of friends. He would stop at nothing to help Frodo. 
He would do anything for Frodo, because he loved him 
with the pure and untainted love of friendship. People 

should stop looking at Sam and Frodo as an awkward ‘gay-
before-it-was-ok-to-be-gay’ love affair. Instead, they 
should view it as a standard, a bar – a bar raised so high 
that if two people claimed to have a deeper friendship 
than Frodo and Sam had, they would truly have the best 
friendship that best friends can have. 

To conclude, Tolkien would have been dismayed at how 
fans of his books are using analogies of his beloved stories 
for cheap pickup lines. His romances are not about pas-
sionate sex or messy and violent break-ups. Unfortunate 
characters like Túrin and his sister would rather die than 
live in shame at something many modern day people 
would consider to be a juicy scandal which would be on 
the front page for weeks. Aragorn's dismissal of Éowyn 
was done with the highest respect and a firm but sincere 
apology - he didn't play around with her and then drop 
her flat on her face. And not all relationships must have 
romanticism at their root; pure friendship can be just as 
powerful as an amorous bond. We can learn so much 
from Tolkien's view of love - much more that can be 
learned from anything you'll see on Valentine's Day. 

 

JOKES! 
 

Q. What kind of pictures do Elves take? 

A. Elfies! (Selfies) 

 

Q. What do you call a drunk Ent? 

A. Tree-weird! 



 

Hobbit Fun  
 

Unscramble! 

Isil 

 

Moon 

 

Gallsoe 

Reymr 

Fanglad 

Rofod 

Imilg 

Gaarnor 

Npipip 

Roombri 

Mawsies 
 

Elvish Word of the Month 

Unscramble the names in the scroll 

and then figure out the one word 

that describes all of them and fits in 

the blanks below. 

 

 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 

 

Answers on last page. 



 

 
 

Aragorn’s Favourite Things 
Parody of “My Favourite Things” from The Sound of Music 

By Elenduriel 

Riders on horseback, and crests on the banner, 

Armies all gath’ring with weapons and armour, 

Swords at the ready and arrows in their strings, 

These are a few of my favourite things. 

 

Standing beside Men of both Rohan and Gondor, 

Ready to face all the onslaught of Mordor, 

Battling Orcs and Wildmen and Easterlings,  

These are a few of my favourite things. 

 

When the sword cuts, when the spear stings, 

When ev’rything looks bleak, 

I just remember I’m gonna be King 

And then I don’t feel so weak. 

 

Arwen’s soft kisses and touches so gentle, 

Blessed with Luthien’s beauty and stars on her mantle, 

We wed after defeating the Lord of the Ring, 

She is my all time most favourite thing! 



 

What If… 

...Gandalf didn’t come back from the dead? 

…Saruman turned good again? 

…there was no Council of Elrond? 

Did You Know? 

Elijah Wood (Frodo) had a remarkable ability to fall 
asleep at any time in any place during shooting. He 

could also wake up instantly and go right back to what-
ever he had been doing. This turned out to be a useful 
considering that a lot of sleep wasn’t built into the ac-

tor’s schedules! 

Did You Notice? 

In the end credits of The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies there is a small tribute to Andrew Lesnie 
with a quote saying “I will not say ‘do not weep’, for not all tears are evil.” -Gandalf the Grey. However, 

that line is actually said by Gandalf the White! 



 

Did You Know? 

Tolkien never actually considered The Lord of the Rings to be his 
finest work—even The Silmarillion didn’t get the honour, not 
least because it wasn’t published until after his death. Tolkien 
considered his greatest literary achievement to be his transla-

tion of the old epic poem, Beowulf. 

Would You Rather... 

1. ...have hair as curly as Merry’s OR as straight as 

Legolas’? 

2. ...eat potatoes boiled OR mashed? 

3. ...be the leader OR Ringbearer of the Fellowship? 

4. ...take a vacation with Gandalf OR Radagast? 

5. ...hear the Rohan theme OR the Gondor theme for 10 

hours straight? 

6. ...dance with Rosie Cotton OR Gandalf? 

7. ...sing songs with Tom Bombdil OR Thorin? 

8. ...be wrapped up in spider’s silk OR be tied up with a 

smelly sack over your head? 

9. ...meet Peter Jackson OR J.R.R. Tolkien? 

10. ...be chased by Uruk-hai OR a band of Rohirrim? 

Something to Think About 

Which of Tolkien’s characters would you most want to be like and why? 



 

Tolkien’s Subcreation: Fantasy 

By Benita Prins 

 

When I was little, I found J.R.R. Tolkien's The Hobbit 
merely so-so – just one more good story among the 
many other fantastic books I read. Back then I enjoyed 
Narnia more than Middle-earth. For a long time I re-
mained in Narnia, afraid to read The Lord of the Rings; 

soon after I first read The 
Hobbit I tried LOTR and had 
a nightmare in which orcs 
were attacking us in our 
attic. My seven-year-old self 
was scared sick! Yet at last, 
years later, my brother con-
vinced me to try LOTR a 
second time.  

“When Mr. Bilbo Baggins of 
Bag End announced that he 
would shortly be cele-

brating his eleventy-first birthday with a party of spe-
cial magnificence, there was much talk and excitement 
in Hobbiton. Bilbo was very rich and very peculiar, and 
had been the wonder of the Shire for sixty years, ever 
since his remarkable disappearance and unexpected 
return. The riches he had brought back from his travels 
had now become a local legend, and it was popularly 
believed, whatever the old folk might say, that the Hill 
at Bag End was full of tunnels stuffed with treasure.”  

This wasn't what I'd remembered, my memories being 
of orcs and wolves and faceless undead men. This was 
as delightful as Narnia, as delightful as The Hobbit, per-
haps even more delightful than either! I ate my way 
through Hobbiton, Bree, Rivendell... and as the story 
became progressively darker, Tolkien gently transi-
tioned me from the happy-go-lucky tone of the first 
chapters into the horrifying battles and Frodo and 
Sam's tear-jerking journey through Mordor. From that 
day onward I was in love with Middle-earth.  

Fantasy has been a staple of all civilizations since the 
beginning of history. Cultures such as the Greeks and 
Romans had myths about their gods; shapes found in 
the stars provided fodder for myriads of ancient minds. 
In the Dark Ages came the King Arthur legends; in the 
sixteenth century Edmund Spenser's Faerie Queen. Es-
pecially considering that many people denigrate fanta-
sy as only for children, why has fantasy been such a 
huge part of culture for so long? Why is The Lord of the 

Rings – in fact, the fantasy genre in general – so lasting-
ly beloved?  

A Goodreads.com group thread explored this topic, 
and my favourite reply was by 'Ciara', who said she 
reads fantasy “to remind me that humanity has a beau-
tiful soul.”1 This is the ultimate reason, I believe, that 
fantasy is more than mere fairy tales. Why on earth 
would I want to come home from a dreary day at work 
only to lose myself in more dullness fed to me in the 
form of a reality TV show or a contemporary novel, 
when instead I could pick up a fantasy story and find 
myself in a land of wonder and awe? 'Real-life' novels 
offer us the despair of a world taken over by material-
ism and universal selfishness. In fantasy we can redis-
cover the truth that there is hope for the world, for hu-
manity.  

When I read or write fantasy, my mind is free. I don't 
have to obey social conventions – in fact, I am creating 
the social conventions in my story! There is the most 
extraordinary feeling connected with creation of this 
sort. Tolkien called it 'subcreation': in our own small 
way we can create and order worlds of our own. I'll 
never be able to describe how it feels to 'subcreate', 
but I know I'll never again be content without the op-
tion to run back to Militer or Kelyan or some new 
world.  

I love fantasy because it reaffirms my faith that there's 
more to life than wake, eat, work, weep, sleep, wake, 
eat, work, weep, sleep. How can the materialists be 
right, when something so unreal can be so beautiful?  

 

Footnotes: 

1 https://www.goodreads.com/topic/show/1298909-
why-read-fantasy, retrieved November 19, 2015 

“In fantasy we 

can rediscover 

the truth that 

there is hope for 

the world, for 

humanity.” 



 

January 3: J.R.R. Tolkien would have turned 124 

January 4: Graham McTavish (Dwalin) turns 55 

January 4: Olivia Tennet (Freda) turns 25 

January 10: Fran Walsh (scriptwriter) turns 57 

January 13: Orlando Bloom (Legolas) turns 39 

January 15: James Nesbitt (Bofur) turns 51 

January 21: Edith Tolkien (Tolkien’s wife) would have turned 127 

January 28: Elijah Wood (Frodo) turns 35 

Cast and Crew Birthdays in January 

Cast and Crew Birthdays in February 

February 7: Barrie Osborne (producer) turns 72 

February 11: Paul Norell (King of the Dead) turns 64 

February 17: Barry Humphries (Goblin King) turns 82 

February 17: Ed Sheeran (songwriter “I See Fire”)  turns 25 

February 25: Sean Astin (Samwise) turns 45 

February 28: Mark Ferguson (Gil-Galad) turns 50 



 
 



 

Test Your LotR Knowledge! 

1. What kind of pipeweed did Merry and Pippin find in Isengard? 

2. What's as precious as Rings to Pippin? 

3. What do Orcs call Barad-dûr? 

4. What are Huorns? 

5. Of whom did Saruman's Mannish troops remind Merry? 

6. What three could probably safely talk with Saruman? BONUS 

POINTS: Why do you think these three? 

7. Which Ent almost captured Saruman? 

8. Which Ent burned? 

9. How many Men did the Ents count in Théoden's company? 

10. Fill in the blank: “___ is better after food,” according to Pippin. 

Answers can be found in the chapter ‘Flotsam and Jetsam’ from The Two Towers. 

Quote  

Of  

 
The 
Month 

“...Good and evil have not changed since yesteryear, nor 
are they one thing among Elves and another among men. 

It is a man's part to discern them...” 
 -Aragorn 



 

The Gondorian Gazette 

Latest news from the Eagles? Most recent shenanigans from the Shire? We bring you all the newest and most exciting 
stories about goings on in the Tolkien fandom  

 

-Christopher Lee: Looking back on the past year, one of the most prominent blows to the Lord of the Rings 
community was the passing away of Sir Christopher Lee. The legend died just a few weeks after his 93rd 
birthday, leaving The Battle of the Five Armies as one of the last films he ever shot. Entertainment Weekly 
recently posted an interview with Peter Jackson about Christopher Lee and what kind of man he was. It’s a 
lovely interview—makes me regret even more that I never had the chance to meet such an iconic and amaz-
ing actor. You can find the interview here.  

-Gollum or Smeagol: In Turkey, a man created a meme comparing the 
Turkish President to Gollum, and is now facing up to ten years in jail un-
less the court can prove that Gollum is not in fact an evil character! A 
group of five Tolkien experts was called together to help debate the 
case. Certainly not a story you hear every day!  

-Smeagol Spider: A new species of spider has been named after one of 
our favourite Tolkien characters—Iandumoema smeagol, a new species 
of Daddy long-legs. Although it’s always cool to see Tolkien references in 
places, I was slightly annoyed by the naming of this spider, and a man 
who happened to share my annoyance was Stephen Colbert, who ade-
quately explained the reasons on live TV. You can watch it here. 

Wellington Film Museum: Wellington City Council has unanimously 
approved a project headed by Peter Jackson and Richard Taylor to build 
a film museum in Wellington. Obviously there will be a large section on 
Middle-earth, but Peter Jackson and Richard Taylor both have enor-
mously valuable and unique collections of other film memorabilia as well—the car used for Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang, for example. Also, Miramar has headed a lot of major successful movies in the past few decades. 
It will be quite a museum. 

 

Answers to Hobbit Fun 

 

  Gallsoe  Legolas 

  Reymr  Merry 

  Fanglad  Gandalf 

  Rofod   Frodo 

  Imilg   Gimli 

  Gaarnor  Aragorn 

  Npipip  Pippin 

  Roombri  Boromir 

  Mawsies  Samwise 

Final Word: FELLOWSHIP 

http://www.ew.com/article/2015/12/28/peter-jackson-remembers-christopher-lee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nweyH1uLcV8

