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Language Corner 
An Elven Year—Seasons and Celebration Days 

Translated by Tara Istad 

Éowyn of Rohan  
By Theresa Prins 

Éowyn of Rohan stood behind the throne,  
her eyes full of tears, her rippling hair shone.  
Fair lady, so bright, your eyes like stars shone  

like golden lights throughout the night!  
 

Éowyn of Rohan stood upon the walls,  
her hair blown ‘round her face so fair.  

Fair lady, so bright, your dress like pearls  
rippled through the fading light as twilight fell again! 

 
 Éowyn of Rohan walked upon the stairs,  
her feet so lightly clad upon the icy stair.  

Fair lady, so bright, your arms were white as snow  
that falls upon the frozen ground like crowns of golden stones.  

 
Éowyn of Rohan sang at fading light,  

her voice like silver winds upon a summer’s night.  
Fair lady, so bright, you shone there fading clear  

like sunlight on the fading swells towards the dawn of night.  

English 

Stirring/Awakening (Feb 1 - Mar 26) 
Last Day (March 27) 
First Day (March 28) 

 Spring/Budding (Mar 29 – May 21) 
The Gates of Summer (May 22) 
Summer/Song (May 22 - Aug 1) 

 Harvest (Aug 2 - Sep 24) 
Spring-day (September 25) 

Year-Middle (September 26) 
Harvest-day (September 27) 

Fading (Sep 28 - Nov 20) 
The Gates of Winter (November 21) 

Winter (Nov 21 - Jan 31)  

Sindarin 

Echuir  
Penninor 
Maninor 

Ethuil  
Ennyn Laer 

Laer  
Iavas  

Ethuilor 
Inenedh 
Iavasor 
Firith  

Ennyn Rhîw 
Rhîw 

 



 
Reflections on War 

By Rachel Greenleaf 

War is, and always has been, a fact of life, ever since ancient 

times. Early civilizations declared war on each other to gain 

more territory, often destroying themselves and the land in 

the meantime. As time went on, war continued as well. 

Wooden clubs turned to swords, wheels were invented for 

chariots, archery for range, and eventually guns, tanks and 

bombs to replace them all. But no matter what weapons are 

being used, the reasons behind war are always the same – an 

individual or country desiring more something, be it land, 

riches, or freedom, to call their own. I think it is easy to agree 

that if people were simply content with what they had and 

respected one another, war would not exist. But unfortu-

nately it does exist, which means that it must also be dealt 

with. In this article we will discuss the ideas about war which 

are presented in The Lord of the Rings. 

Tolkien was in the trenches during World War 1, and wit-

nessed all but a couple of his friends die. He saw unimagina-

ble horrors, both physically and emotionally, and had plenty 

of time to consider what he was involved in. He did not write 

very much on his war experience, other than several rants 

against Hitler, but there were a few things. In one of his 

letters, he said “I often wonder… if I had killed a young Ger-

man soldier in the war and he had killed me and we met each 

other moments afterwards in heaven, would we have 

laughed about it?” This sentiment suggests that young Tol-

kien considered war, and the act of humans killing humans, 

to be pointless to the extent of laughable, if it were not so 

serious.  

However, if we are to really 

dig into Tolkien’s view on 

war, we must look into his 

fiction. Middle-earth is in no 

short supply when it comes 

to battles. In The Silmarillion 

alone there are at least 20 

wars which are fought, and 

all are for the purpose of pos-

session. In fact, there was so 

much war taking place that 

the land of Beleriand was flooded, an act which served as a 

finale for the first age! (In the map in the back of Lord of the 

Rings, Beleriand used to be west of the Grey Havens.)  

At the time of Lord of the Rings, there is no shortage of war 

either. In fact, in the history of Middle-earth, the entire peri-

od of time over which the story takes place is known as The 

War of the Ring! Tolkien shows us the horrific nature of war 

by looking at it through the eyes of Hobbits. The gentle, hap-

py-go-lucky race of furry-footed Halflings consists of the least 

likely people ever to see battle and bloodshed. And yet that is 

what Frodo, Sam, Merry and Pippin do experience. In Pippin’s 

words, “I’ve never wanted to be in a battle. But waiting on 

the edge of one I can’t escape is even worse.” Merry and Pip-

pin are exposed to brutal bloodshed as they watch Boromir 

slaughtered in front of them and are then captured and mis-

treated by the cruel Uruk-hai. Frodo and Sam are never really 

involved in true combat, but they see the effects of war, and 

the harshness of what it does to people, and places. 

There are of course many other characters which offer per-

spective on battle.  Legolas and Gimli’s friendly competition 

to see who can kill more orcs seems like comic relief until 

Gimli is nearly killed in the Battle of Helm’s Deep. When 

Legolas is finally reunited with his friend and Gimli boasts one 

more Orc than he, Legolas states that he does not grudge 

Gimli the win, so glad is he to see him all in one piece. 

Aragorn and Gandalf’s roles as a leaders in battle also holds 

fascinating perspective of decisions that must be made at 

great cost. When Pippin finds Gandalf in the battle of Minas 

Tirith and begs him to save Faramir from Denethor’s mad-

ness, Gandalf rides quickly to his aid, but tells Pippin that 

many lives will be lost as a result of his absence on the front 

line. And then there is also battle from the perspective of a 

common soldier, in this case, Éowyn eyes are our camera into 

the world. She sees war as a means of redemption almost, a 

source of honour and renown. But although she finds what 

she seeks, in the end the misfortunes of battle find her as 

well as she watches Théoden, the father figure of her life, 

breathe his last. 

 

“War is not the 

primary focus in 

The Lord of the 

Rings—but it is 

certainly an 

important factor.”  



 

But perhaps the most striking moment where Tolkien speaks 

to us of war comes from the mouth of Faramir when he says, 

“I love not the sharp sword for its brightness, nor the arrow 

for its swiftness; I love only that which they protect.” Faramir 

chooses to fight, but not for the purpose of killing. He does 

not hold affection for weapons of hurt and destruction. But 

because of his great love for his city and ultimately, for the 

preservation of good in the world, he will fight against evil to 

the bitter end.  

Though Tolkien does not write explicitly on his personal war 

experience, we know that it influenced in many ways. He 

uses Hobbits to show us the brutality and harshness of 

battle, and Legolas and Gimli to illustrate how much friends 

mean to us if there is a danger of losing them. Aragorn and 

Gandalf’s leadership gives us insight on the difficulties of 

making priorities in battle. Éowyn’s story gives us the feeling 

of heavy loss, and Faramir’s reluctant but steady resolve 

gives us an extremely profound look into the reason behind 

bloodshed. War is not the primary focus in The Lord of the 

Rings – but it is certainly an important and thought-

provoking factor. 



 

Hobbit Fun  
 

In the House of Tom Bombadil 

Lindalë 

 

(LEEN-dah-lay) 

Song 

Elvish Word of the Month 

 

 



 

 
 

Spider of Mirkwood 

By Wednesdayite13 

When Thranduil entered his throne room, he saw his son stood staring up at the corner. “Ion nin, what is wrong?” 

Legolas’ gaze never left the creature as he answered, “There’s a spider in the corner of the room.” 

Thranduil walked over to his son, standing beside him. He followed Legolas’ gaze. “Ah, so there is.” 

“What should we do?” Legolas asked quietly. “It’s a big spider. Should we shoot it?” 

Thranduil shook his head. “Nay, that would be far too simple. We need to take drastic measures.” 

~~~~~~~~~ 

Legolas edged closer to the giant spider, a small handkerchief in his hand. He slowly reached up, attempting to 

catch the spider, but flinched as the spider moved to the side slightly. He tried again, but this time the spider 

seemed to have lost its grip on the wall and fell to the floor beside the young prince, who screamed and ran out of 

the room, dropping the handkerchief. 

“It appears we need better tactics,” Thranduil muttered under his breath. 

~~~~~~~~~ 

Thranduil crept over to the unmoving spider, hoping to catch it unawares. He had 

a small glass in one hand and a piece of paper in the other. “O-OK… I-I think… I 

might…” 

Frustratingly, his arm twitched slightly, disturbing the spider. It ran past 

Thranduil and over to the other side of the room. “I’ve not got it, I’VE NOT 

GOT IT!” he panicked. 

“You know what?! Fine!” Legolas yelled at the spider. “If you wanna stay here, 

that’s fine by me! But I’m expecting rent! Don’t just sit there like you own the 

place!” 

“Legolas?” 

“I’m not done!” the prince yelled in frustration, startling the Elven-King. “If you plan on making a web, don’t 

wait until we’re out of the room. We want to see you do it. We don’t want to just walk into this room unawares 

that while we’ve been away, you’ve been making your own wonderland, and we end up getting webs stuck in our 

hair while you sit there looking innocent!” 

“Legolas.” Thranduil tried again. 

“And while I sleep, I want you nowhere near me!” Legolas continued. “I don’t want to accidentally eat you in my 

sleep. And if you feel like you absolutely have to come up to me, be sure to an-

nounce yourself first! I don’t want a heart attack when I feel you crawling up my 

arm.” 

“I-I’m not sure it can-” 

“And I know a single spider can produce seven types of silk, but please can you 

just use the one? Don’t create different webs with different silk to make me think 

there’s more than just you lurking in here!” 

“Finished?” 

Legolas let out a sigh before nodding. “Aye, finished. 

~~~~~~~~~ 

In a matter of days, the Elves of Mirkwood had grown used to their newest arri-

val. The spider hadn’t moved for days, and they never expected it to. They were 

perfectly fine with it… so long as they could see it. 

Legolas entered the room cautiously, gasping when he noticed a lack of something. “Ada…” he yelled. 

Thranduil rushed into the throne room, fearing what had caused his son to cry out like that. “Legolas? Ion nin, 

what is…” He gasped, noticing the same thing Legolas did. “Where is that spider?!” 



 

What If… 

...Minas Tirith had fallen under Sauron’s siege? 

…Deagol had kept the ring? 

…Boromir had lived? 

Did You Know? 

When all the Hobbits are running from the dragon fire-
work, Peter Jackson wanted them to look as terrified as 

possible. So instead of merely trying to get them to act, he 
got one of the stage crew to drive around a huge forklift 
with a spotlight on the front of it and chase the Hobbits 

around the party field! Although an odd method, Jackson 
certainly got the genuine reactions of fear he was after! 
The forklift was digitally removed in the editing process 

but you can still see the spotlight on the Hobbits. 

Did You Notice? 
Legolas’s eyes change colour during the course of the movies—sometimes they’re brown, sometimes 

blue, sometimes almost purple. This was because half the time Orlando Bloom forgot to put in his blue 
contacts. Sometimes the editors caught it in post-production and digitally coloured his eyes but other 

times it was missed. In The Hobbit Legolas’s contacts were never forgotten, and were changed to a 
much more piercing blue. 

JOKES! 
 

Q. Where do Hobbits ride horses? 

A. At the Frodeo! 

 

I would make a Lord of the Rings joke, but all the good ones 
Aragorn (are gone)! 



 

Did You Know? 

Tolkien’s first official review of The Hobbit came from the 11-year-old son of 
Rayner Unwin (the eventual publisher of both The Hobbit and The Lord of the 
Rings) who called it a nice story fit for 5 to 9-year-olds! History proved this re-
view to be a little close-minded, since Bilbo’s adventures have captured the 

hearts of countless people of all ages for generations. 

Would You Rather... 

1. ...have a walk with Treebeard OR do some gardening with 

Sam? 

2. ...hang out with Aragorn OR Eomer? 

3. ...live in the Shire OR Rivendell? 

4. ...fight Sauron OR a Balrog? 

5. ...be the only Hobbit in a group of Elves OR the only Elf in 

a group of Hobbits? 

6. ...be the Ringbearer OR Denethor’s servant? 

7. ...face an army of Orcs OR trolls? 

8. ...be wrapped up in spider’s silk OR be tied up with a 

smelly sack over your head? 

9. ...keep the One Ring OR throw it into Mt. Doom? 

10. ...cross the Dead Marshes OR enter Moria? 

Something to Think About 

Do you think Gollum ever looks back on his life before the Ring, and regrets its loss? Or 
do you think the long years under the Ring’s spell erased that memory?  



 

Glorfindel: The Power of White Light  

By Olga Polomoshnova 

Glorfindel was tall and straight; his hair was of shining gold, 
his face fair and young and fearless and full of joy; his eyes 
were bright and keen, and his voice like music; on his brow 

sat wisdom, and in his hand was strength.1 

In his writings Tolkien was careful in using very powerful 
characters for quests of utter importance. While we do see 
the great and the wise participate and lend counsel where 

necessary, their intervention 
does not often go further 
than that and the final out-
come of vital quests is decid-
ed by other – very often un-
likely – characters.  

In the Third Age the Elves 
dwindle, and the Men – mul-
tiply. Thus the Firstborn Chil-
dren of Ilúvatar are gradually 
playing a lesser and lesser 
part in the affairs of Middle-
earth. They are more con-
cerned with looking after 

their own kingdoms, which have become scant and small, as 
well as preserving the beauty that is yet left in Middle-earth. 
This, in a way, echoes a lesser degree of the Valar’s inter-
vention in the life of the region. While in the First Age we 
see the Valar act subtly and indirectly, by the Third Age 
nothing suggests that the Powers take any notice of Middle-
earth at all. Unless we look carefully.  

As the power of the evil is growing, the Valar are choosing 
even subtler ways to keep their eyes and ears open to what 
is going on in Middle-earth: there are emissaries of various 
orders from the Blessed Realm who keep watch over Middle
-earth in the face of the ever-growing Shadow. One of such 
emissaries is Glorfindel.  

When we meet Glorfindel in The Lord of the Rings we per-
ceive that he is not an ordinary Elf. First, Frodo sees the yet 
unnamed Glorfindel riding towards them and to him “it ap-
peared that a white light was shining through the form and 
raiment of the rider, as if through a thin veil”2 Being wound-
ed by the Morgul-blade, Frodo can see more than his com-
panions can. Thus Glorfindel’s nature is visible to him. Later 
from the other side of the Ford and mere paces away from 
the Black Riders the Hobbit sees “a shining figure of white 
light”3 - that is Glorfindel - “an Elf-lord revealed in his 
wrath”4 : he is one of the very few who can withstand the 
Nine. When in Rivendell, Gandalf explains:  

 “You saw him for a moment as he is upon the other side: 
 one of the mighty of the Firstborn. He is an Elf-lord of a 
 house of princes.”5 

In Rivendell Glorfindel occupies a seat of importance right 
next to Elrond and at the Council he becomes the first one 
to suggest that the Ring should be destroyed. Thus we see 
him high-born, important and display not only courage, 
strength, selflessness and nobility while rescuing Frodo, but 
also wisdom, knowledge and insight at the hour of dire 
need. Even though his appearance in the tale is brief and he 
utters only a few sentences, it is all quite enough to conjure 
up an image of a mighty Elf-lord. Let’s have a look at the 
origins of such might.  

In the Elder Days Glorfindel was among those who went to 
Middle-earth from Valinor following Fëanor’s rebellion. 
However, Glorfindel undertook the march due to his love of 
his kindred and allegiance to Turgon. These virtuous motives 
did not save him from becoming an exile, though. In the 
Middle-earth of the First Age Glorfindel was in the service of 
Turgon and became renowned as one of his most valiant 
captains. Together with Ecthelion he guarded the flanks of 
the Gondolindrim army during their retreat to Gondolin 
from the deadly battlefield of Nirnaeth Arnoediad. Near the 
end of the First Age he fought bravely during the Fall of 
Gondolin and when the fugitives from the ruined city were 
flying from the immi-
nent death, he valiant-
ly faced a Balrog in a 
single combat and 
killed the demon at 
the price of his own 
life. This allowed the 
people of Gondolin, 
including Eärendil, 
who later became in-
strumental in bringing 
Morgoth down, es-
cape.  

Glorfindel’s further fate is explained by Tolkien in the essay 
written very late in the Professor’s life. Having discovered 
that he had two Glorfindels – one in the published Lord of 
the Rings and another – in the unpublished Silmarillion, Tol-
kien decided that having two characters of such a distinct 
name was not credible as major characters in Elvish legends 
could never have the same names. Thus he took to explain-
ing how Glorfindel of Gondolin became Glorfindel of 
Rivendell.  

After perishing in the battle with the Balrog Glorfindel’s spir-
it went to Mandos and having spent the necessary time in 
the Halls of Awaiting, the Elf was incarnated again in his 
bodily form. He dwelt for a while in Valinor and spent a lot 
of time in the company of the Eldar who had not rebelled, 
as well as the Maiar. In his power and nature Glorfindel be-
came equal to the latter as after his rebirth “he had re-
gained the primitive innocence and grace of the Eldar”6 and 
“his spiritual power had been greatly enhanced by his self-
sacrifice.”7 Thus he became of an almost angelic order. As 

“In his writings 

Tolkien was care-

ful in using very 

powerful charac-

ters for quests of 

utter im-

portance.” 



 

Gandalf explains to Frodo in Rivendell, those who have dwelt in 

the Blessed Realm live in two worlds and have great power 

over the Seen and the Unseen. I 

n the Second Age Glorfindel was sent by the Valar to Middle-

earth to aid in the fight against Sauron, who had unveiled him-

self as the new Dark Lord. Glorfindel contributed a lot to those 

wars: the army under his command helped to defeat the With-

King’s army in the Battle of Fornost and the Witch-King himself, 

whose death Glorfindel prophesied, fled at the sight of the 

powerful Elf-lord.  

In all ways Glorfindel is a mighty character. Still despite all his 

power he does not openly oppose Sauron in the War of the 

Ring. Gandalf gives a sufficient explanation enough:  

 “Even if you chose for us an elf-lord, such as Glorfindel, he 

 could not storm the Dark Tower, nor open to road to the 

 Fire by the power that is in him.”8 

Besides, his power is too visible for the Enemy to march against 

him in the quest were secrecy is the key thing. In this Glorfindel 

is very different from Gandalf – a Maia in disguise – whose 

shape of an old man tones down his inner might, so that it is 

not known to the Enemy. In his deeds in aiding Frodo and his 

companions Glorfindel plays a vital albeit small role indeed. In 

his helping Frodo escape from the Black Riders on Asfaloth and 

providing valuable advice to the Council, his actions still see 

like a piece of a bigger picture slowly coming together.  

There are a lot of characters – and many of them are really 

mighty – who play important parts in the Fellowship’s quest, 

but their intervention is but a contribution to the outcome of 

the whole affair. In such a quest based on secrecy, unexpected-

ness and friendship, when wisdom and strength play a lesser 

role, very unlikely companions prove best. Or, like Elrond puts 

it:  

 “Yet such is oft the course of deeds that move the wheels of 

the world: small hands do them because they must, while the eyes of 

the great are elsewhere.”
9    

Footnotes: 

1J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring (London: HarperCol

 lins, 2001), 297.  

2Ibid., 275.  

3Ibid., 282.  

4Ibid., 293.  

5Ibid., 292.  

6J.R.R. Tolkien, The Peoples of Middle-earth (London: HarperCol

 lins, 2015), 381.  

7Ibid.  

8Fellowship, 362.  

9Ibid., 353.  

 

"This essay was originally published on the Middle-earth Reflections blog and is reprinted with permission"  

https://middleearthreflections.wordpress.com/  

https://middleearthreflections.wordpress.com/


 

September 8: Martin Freeman (young Bilbo) turns 45 

September 12: Ian Holm (old Bilbo) turns 84 

September 17: Bruce Spence (Mouth of Sauron) turns 71 

September 21: David Wenham (Faramir) turns 51 

September 22: Sala Baker (Lurtz) turns 40 

September 25: Mikael Persbrandt (Beorn) turns 53 

September 28: Kiran Shah (Frodo scale doube) turns 60 

Just For Fun: Bilbo and Frodo’s birthdays are on September 22!  

Cast and Crew Birthdays in September 

Cast and Crew Birthdays in October 

October 10: Manu Bennett (Azog) turns 47 

October 18: Howard Shore (composer) turns 70 

October 19: Ken Stott (Balin) turns 62 

October 20: Viggo Mortensen (Aragorn) turns 58 

October 28: Stephen Hunter (Bombur) turns 48 

October 31: Peter Jackson (director) turns 55 



 
 



 

Test Your LotR Knowledge! 

1. For what does Gollum wish in his song about “the cold hard lands”?  

2. What does Gollum call the Sun?  

3. What causes Sam to enjoy lembas again?  

4. How long does Sam end up sleeping before waking to realise Gollum is 

gone?  

5. True or false: Frodo falls into the bog in both the film and in the book.  

6. From which three races are the bodies in the Dead Marshes?  

7. What two forces combine to lay an exhausting burden on Frodo’s heart?  

8. How many days do the hobbits follow Gollum through the Emyn Muil and 

the Dead Marshes?  

9. What drives the threesome out of the meagre protection of the slag-heap? 

10. Whence does Frodo instruct Gollum to lead him?  

Answers can be found in the chapter ‘The Passage Through The Marshes’ from The Two Towers. 

Quote  

Of  

 
The 
Month 

“...Faithless is he that says farewell 
when the road darkens...” 

 -Boromir 



 

The Gondorian Gazette 

Latest news from the Eagles? Most recent shenanigans from the Shire? We bring you all the newest and most exciting 
stories about goings on in the Tolkien fandom  

 

LEGO Minas Tirith: For all you LEGO lovers out there that also happen to be LotR fans, there is a man who is hoping 
to combine the two into the ultimate Lord of the Rings LEGO set! Ringer JediPippin has started a petition to LEGO to 
make a huge set based on Minas Tirith, the great Gondorian City. This set would include:  

1) Main gate of Minas Tirith. (including surrounding wall) 

2) Citadel with Denethor's throne/dining room. 

3) The White Tree of Gondor. 

4) Giant pile of wood. 

5) Gondor Soldiers Dining table. ( including four stools) 

6) 14 detailed Minifigures, Gandalf the white, Shadowfax, Denethor, Faramir, Pippin(Gondor), Gothmog, three Mordor 
orcs, four Gondor soldiers, and a cavetroll. 

Accessories Include: 

7)  four spears, two flails, three swords, one hobbit sword, one uruk-hai 
sword, one orc sword, one bow, one ax, one staff, four Gondor shields, one 
board, one full turkey(including two turkey leg pieces), two apples(one green, 
one red), one breadstick, one croissant, one pretzel, one sausage, one carrot, one 
potato, two radishes, six cherries(three red, three green), two cabbages, one on-
ion, one platter, one bottle, one bottle of oil, five cups, two Gondor statues, 
and one statue of Boromir.  

Quite a project! If you’d like to see this dream come to fruition feel free to take a couple seconds and support it here. 

 

Ultimate Collector’s Edition: It was only a matter of time before Warner Bros released an ultimate set including both 
The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings movies and came as no surprise to fans. The surprise, however, was bundled up in 
the $800 price tag! This incredibly steep price has turned off the majority of potential buyers, especially considering 
there are no extra features and footage. Peter Jackson had nothing to do with the release and said this on the subject:  

 “In addition there was the added difficulty of Warners needing to ac-
cess the original negative and scan the outtakes, bloopers, and additional 
sequences. They declined to do this, which made Michael Pellerin and my 
original plans for the comprehensive documentary we hoped to produce for 
this box set, impossible to produce. Neither Michael nor myself are there-
fore involved in this release. Maybe Warners will support our planned docu-
mentary for the 25th anniversary, because we would love to make it one 
day.” 

The set is to be released on November 1st, 2016, but I doubt there 
will be much of a market… Here’s hoping for a proper Ultimate Collec-
tor’s Edition some time down the road!  

  

https://ideas.lego.com/projects/140511

