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Language Corner 
Oh Canada! 

Translated by Rachel VanderWoude 

Aragorn the Dunadan 

By Theresa Prins 

Upon the pinnacle of stone 
he stood on high; he was alone 

save for the whisp'ring wind above, 
flying to the far sea he loved. 

 
His raven hair was blown aloft 

before the coming foe was crossed 
with evil cries, and cunning leers, 
against the steadfast Elven spears. 

 
Far in the North a strong wind blew; 

the Elf-host came; on wings they flew 
to Gondor's aid, though doubtful they 

were of victory that dark day. 
 

His fi'ry keen eyes pierced the clouds 
that over moon and stars were shrouds. 

His eye could see the flaming land 
of Mordor, land of Sauron's hand. 

 
“Arwen! Beloved, the most fair, 
my Luthien, with raven hair!” 

 

His cry was borne upon the air 
to lands far distant that were fair. 

 
“Aragorn!” her sweet voice flew back, 

“Your courage is not what you lack. 
Confidence in these evil times 

would suit you more than faithless 
mimes.” 

 
High in the sky, one star still shone - 

Elbereth, on the gloaming lawn 
of Valinor, the Elven home, 

wherein fair Elves forever roam. 
 

Arwen looked upon this star; 
close it seemed, yet it was far: 

“Iluvatar, I pray that you 
would guard him in what he's to do.” 

 
Upon the pinnacle of stone, 
still he stood; he was alone, 

while through the dusk the night breeze blew 
o'er Aragorn, the King renewed. 

Quenya 

O Canada, marlma ar nórë, 
Sanda, voronda melmë, mi ilya yondorelyë! 

As lúsina hunë cenalmë ortalyë, 
I sanda Formen tulca ar léra; 

Va palan, O Canada, 
taralmë or tir an lé! 

Eru mando nórëlma alcarinqua ar léra! 
O Canada, táralmë or tir an lé! 

English 

O Canada, our home and native land, 
True, patriot love in all thy sons command! 

With glowing hearts we see thee rise, 
The true North strong and free; 
From far and wide, O Canada, 
We stand on guard for thee! 

God keep our land glorious and free! 
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee! 

If you would like an Elvish translation of your national anthem to be published in The Ivy Bush, email us at  
editor.theivybush@gmail.com with the lyrics and we’ll do our best to accommodate you! If there’s a particular month that’s 

special to your country, let us know that as well. 

mailto:editor.theivybush@gmail.com


 Fëanor and Melkor: So Different, So Alike 

By Olga  Polomoshnova 

When we talk about the cruellest villain in the whole Middle-
earth – Melkor (or rather Morgoth) that is – we might be in-
clined to think that he is one of a kind in the whole of Ёa. 
However, if you take a closer look, it’s not exactly so. Melkor 
is indeed a mighty evil spirit that virtually no one can rival, 
but a lot of his traces can be surprisingly seen in the eldest son 
of Finwё and the greatest of the Noldor – in Fëanor. A careful 
look will reveal that these two have more in common than 
seems at first sight. 
 
The first similarity that strikes as the one being right on the 
surface is that both – Melkor and Fëanor are the greatest rep-
resentatives of their kindreds. When we first meet Melkor, one 
of the things we learn about him straight away is that “to Mel-
kor among the Ainur had been given the greatest gifts of pow-
er and knowledge”1. Later we hear Ilúvatar himself saying 
that “mighty are the Ainur and mightiest among them is Mel-
kor”2. This greatness can seem a wonderful gift indeed, but 
Tolkien clearly shows us that it’s not the case. Having a share 
in all the knowledge other Ainur have, Melkor is still not con-
tent: he wishes total domination and an increase in his own 
glory. His greatness breeds arrogance and thus impatience, 
possessiveness, selfishness, desire to master and subdue others 
to his will. Rather than being with his brethren, Melkor pre-
fers his own company. His burning desire to create things of 
his design is based not on his wish to improve the world or 
make it a better place, but on his selfish ambition to master, 
increase his own power and challenge Ilúvatar himself: 
 
 “He had gone often alone into the void places seeking the Imperish-
able Flame; for desire grew hot within him to bring into Being things of his 
own, and it seemed to him that Ilúvatar took no thought for the Void, and he 
 was impatient of its emptiness.”3 

 
While being alone Melkor has a good chance to think without 
distraction, look into his own heart and there’s no better envi-
ronment for conceiving secret things of his own imaginings 
that differ from those of others. Melkor’s seclusion is the first 
sign of his being at odds with the other Ainur, distancing him-
self from them and thus taking a step towards the darkness. 

 
Fëanor comes into the tale 
much later than Melkor, but 
the initial similarity is strik-
ing: 
 
 “Fëanor was the mightiest in 
skill of word and of hand, more 
learned than his brothers.”4 

 
Such close resemblance is 
emphasised by Tolkien’s us-
ing the same word – mighty – 
to describe both of them, as 
well as the cleverest-among-
his-brothers pattern. In Fëanor 

we see a character who stands out among his kin, possesses 
more knowledge than any of them and is more gifted than 
they are. Fëanor’s position among the Elves is the same as 
Melkor’s among the Ainur. Having already met Melkor and 
learnt about what his greatness breeds, we might as well 

watch out when Fëanor is around. 
 
The first worrying sign comes when we learn that “Fëanor 
was driven by the fire of his own heart only, working ever 
swiftly and alone”5. Just like Melkor, Fëanor needs and wish-
es no company. While on the one hand it can stand for self-
sufficiency and independence, which are not bad at all, on the 
other hand and in the context of Arda this seclusion is the sign 
of not fitting in, distancing from the king and using one’s pri-
vacy to plot things in secret. 
 
In Fëanor we can also see the traces of Melkor’s impatience 
and restlessness: 
 
 “Fëanor and his sons abode seldom in one place for long, but trav-
elled far and wide upon the confines of Valinor, going even to the borders 
of the Dark and the cold shores of the Outer Sea, seeking the unknown.”6 

 
 “Seldom were the hands and mind of Fëanor at rest.”7 

 
Looking for the unknown, never sitting still, constantly at 
work, always on the go. Fëanor is restless, his impatience is 
growing. His greatness is slowly working its way towards ar-
rogance and through it – to possessiveness, selfishness, pride 
and desire to master. As well pointed out by Shawn E. Mar-
chese and Alan Sisto from “The Prancing Pony Podcast”, 
Fëanor is described as masterful and subtle.8 The same-rooted 
words are used about Melkor and neither is a positive charac-
teristic. Masterful, among others, describes someone willing 
to dominate people, and subtle is often the synonym for cun-
ning. Neither Melkor nor Fëanor wish to understand the 
minds of others. They rather want to be their lords and end up 
looking down on practically everyone around them. 
 
Their reactions to the Silmarils is the embodiment of posses-
siveness at its highest. Having created the jewels, Fëanor be-
comes attached to them. But later this attachment grows into 
“greedy love”. Fëanor’s own creation starts possessing him, 
becomes his master. When Melkor saw the jewels “he lusted 
for the Silmarils, and the very memory of their radiance was a 
gnawing fire in his heart”.9 Both attitudes remind an obsession 
more than anything else. Melkor and Fëanor not only lust for 
the jewels themselves, but also for their light. They’re driven 
by desire to possess the light rather than live peacefully in its 
radiance. 

 “A careful look 

will reveal that 

these two have 

more in common 

than seems at 

first sight...”  



 

This poisonous combination of pride, restlessness and pos-
sessiveness in Melkor and Fëanor is very unhealthy. Among 
the bliss of Aman the storm is gathering from the lack of har-
mony and inner peace. 
 
Disharmony becomes the root of all evil in Arda. It’s con-
nected with greatness and the desire of the great to put their 
exceptional skills and knowledge to action. Hence restless-
ness and impatience as direct consequences of disharmony 
which leads to rebellion. The two geniuses feel underestimat-
ed, underrated and generally misunderstood. Both Melkor 
and Fëanor rebel against the authority directly above them: 
Melkor rises against Ilúvatar and Fëanor – against the Valar. 
Both revolts involve causing substantial discord, a lot of oth-
ers attuning to disharmony and strife, and both have far-
reaching consequences for the whole of Arda for many an 
age. Based on arrogance, the rebels’ disrespect of authority 
and a shameless challenge to those in power points to the 
extreme levels of self-assurance, egocentricity and pride. 
 
In the context of rebellion it’s curious how Melkor and 
Fëanor use words to sow the seeds of unrest. In Melkor’s 
case it’s music that starts the discord during Ainulindalë. 
Knowing no words at the time of creation, Melkor applies 
another instrument available to him at that moment: his mu-
sic. Using vigour, loudness and catching the singers nearby at 
unawareness, Melkor forces them to attune to his music, al-
most making them think that it was their own choice. When 
in Aman, Melkor uses words cunningly and artfully to get the 
Noldor murmuring. The Elves don’t even perceive his words 
as lies, but rather as a genuine counsel and wise advice: 
 
 “Melkor would often walk among them, and amid his fair words 
others were woven, so subtly that many who  heard them believed in 
recollection that they arose from their own thought.”10 

 
Knowing exactly what to say and how to say it, Melkor starts 
the strife which Fëanor develops further and worsens. The 
Noldo’s speech in Tirion is successful due to his power of 
words. It’s thanks to his passionate and art that he finally per-
suades the Noldor to leave Valinor and go to Middle-earth: 
 
 “Fëanor was a master of words, and his tongue had great power 
over hearts when he would use it.”11 

 
Words have a great power over minds and when put skilfully 
into speech, they have a fantastic effect. Finarfin isn’t very 
successful at persuading the Noldor to stay. Wise though he 
is, he lacks the same art with words that Fëanor has and thus 
all his noble attempts to prevent evil fail. 
 
All these qualities are brewed and heated all the time on the 
inner fires of our characters’ spirits. Fëanor leaves us doubt-
less as to the nature of his self. His name is translated as 
Spirit of Fire and was given to him by his mother Miriel, who 
saw and perceived her son’s nature. We see that he “grew 
swiftly, as if a secret fire were kindled within him”12 and 
sometimes “the fire of his heart grew too hot”. Tolkien very 
often uses fiery vocabulary to talk about Fëanor. Words like 
burn, fire, fierce, hot only add up to the image of Fëanor’s 
impulsive nature. Just imagine the look he gives Melkor 
when the Ainu comes to Formenos: 
 
 “Fëanor looked upon Melkor with eyes that burned through his fair 

semblance and pierced the cloaks of his mind.”13 

 
Stirring up the fire can be very dangerous. Fëanor’s inner fire 
is the driving force in the basis of his creations. But on the 
other hand these flames consume Fëanor, get out of control 
and take hold of the Elf rather than him taking hold of the 
fire. Fëanor is surrounded by lights in the most crucial mo-
ment of his life – when he arouses the Noldor for the journey 
to Middle-earth (“...and the hill and all the stairs and streets 
that climbed upon it were lit with the light of many torches 
that each one bore in hand.”)14 Fire is his element and it’s no 

wonder he’s surrounded by 
it when he rebels against 
the Valar and a turning 
point in the Noldor’s lives 
comes. Later on Fëanor 
burns the Teleri’s ships 
when he’s reluctant to send 
them for Fingolfin and his 
people. He could have 
drowned them or left them 
where they were. But in-
stead he chooses to destroy 
them by means of burning. 
Even in his death Fëanor 
cannot be separated from 
fire. He’s killed by the 
Balrogs, whose weapon is 
a fiery whip, and when he 
dies, nothing is left of him 
– just ashes. Fire finally 
overcomes him. 

 
Melkor is never explicitly referred to as having the spirit of 
fire. However, there are various hints that point to his excep-
tional connection with it. When he descends into Arda, he 
surrounds himself by fire: 
 
 “...but because of his mood and the malice that burned in him that 
form was dark and terrible. And he descended upon Arda in power and 
majesty greater than any other of the Valar, as a mountain that wades in the 
sea and has its head above the clouds and is clad in ice and crowned with 
smoke and fire; and the light of the eyes of Melkor was like a flame that 
withers with heat and pierces with a deadly cold.”15 

 
 “Melkor hath devised heats and fires without restraint.”16 

 
The beginning of Melkor’s abode in Arda is rather heated. 
Besides, we learn that he kindles fires and “descended 
through fire and wrath into a great burning, down into Dark-
ness”17. Just like with Fëanor, Tolkien uses a lot of fiery lan-
guage to talk about Melkor, and we understand that it’s defi-
nitely present abundantly in his nature. Alongside all these 
Melkor seems to be especially fond of mastering flames in 
Arda (just think Dagor Bragollach and rivers of fire) so that 
he even surrounds himself with the Balrogs who carry fiery 
whips and originally were spirits of fire. As opposed to 
Fëanor, who at least gets something good out of his inner 
fire, Melkor’s flame is destructive from the very start and is 
applied to ruining, causing fear and marring. 
 
Fire is uncontrollable and hard to master. It seems likely that 
it will (forcefully) master you rather than you learn to govern 
it. Fire means light as well as heat and as noticed by Verlyn 



 
Flieger, the appearance of fire points to some changes that are 
to come.18 While warmth is a positive notion, heat is not. It’s 
an extreme condition that withers, dries and ruins. Fëanor 
appears in Aman at approximately the same time that Melkor 
reappears there and even though these two are not in one 
team, their presence leads to eventual rack and ruin. 
 
Being so similar it’s only natural that from the very start the 
attitude of these two towards each other is not much different: 
Fëanor and Melkor hate each other with all their hearts. 
Fëanor has all the reasons to choose Melkor as his bête noir  
after the latter slew his father and stole the Silmarils. But this 
hatred started way earlier. In his turn Melkor hated all the 
Eldar but Fëanor did have a special place in his black list. I 
wonder if it might be a rivalry between the greatest Elf and 
the greatest Ainu? One thinks that the other will hinder his 
plans or be a serious obstacle. It might also be that while the 
opposites attract, the similarities don’t. Melkor and Fëanor 
feel too similar, Aman is too small for such great beings and 
breathing the same air in a closed space is unbearable to 
them. 
 
The similarities in character are passed on to the similarities 
in actions. It’s interesting how some of Melkor’s and 
Fëanor’s deeds seem to be reflecting one another. First, both 
are exceptionally good at keeping back words. When Melkor 
is freed from his captivity he hides his evil thoughts on seeing 
the majestic Valar and the Eldar: 
 
 “Then he looked upon their glory and their bliss, and envy was in 
his heart; he looked upon the Children of Ilúvatar that sat at the feet of the 
mighty, and hatred filled him; he looked upon the wealth of bright gems, 
and he lusted for them; but he hid his thoughts and postponed his venge-
ance.”19 

 
When reconciling with Fingolfin, Fëanor seems to be doing 
exactly the same thing. While Fingolfin is genuinely ready to 
forgive his half-brother and promises to follow him, Fëanor is 
not that eager. His reserved handshake (“Fëanor took his hand 
in silence.”20), scarce words (“So be it.”21), and cold manner 
hint that his real feelings are directly the opposite. With 
Fëanor and Melkor not opening their minds fully, it can mean 
only one thing: their real thoughts are not as pure as they 
should be. 
 
Another deed, which is already a serious crime, is the thefts 
Melkor and Fëanor commit. Their nature is strikingly similar. 

Melkor steals the 
Silmarils – the 
jewels dear to 
Fëanor which he 
won’t be able to 
remake. They’re a 
unique creation – 
something that 
Fëanor could only 
make once. When 
Melkor steals the 
Silmarils, he de-
prives Fëanor of 
two important and 
precious things – 
the jewels them-
selves and also of 

this father: when taking the Silmarils he slays Finwё, who 
was the only one to oppose Melkor and not to flee from him. 
When Fëanor sets to take the ships from the Teleri to cross to 
Middle-earth, he also meets with resistance from the Elves. 
For the Teleri their ships have the same value as the Silmarils 
for Fëanor. They’re a unique thing never to be remade – the 
jewels of the Teleri. In his violent theft Fëanor mirrors Mel-
kor’s action by forcefully taking someone’s dearest creation 
and also spilling the blood of the innocent. Both acts are in-
credibly cruel and selfish, pointing out to the individuals (one 
– evil to the core and another – desperate) who are stopped by 
nothing in fulfilling their selfish desires. 
 
It’s no surprise then that the two end up in the same way: 
Fëanor goes to Mandos to stay there forever and Melkor is 
thrown beyond the Doors of Night never to be seen in Arda. 
Both are guarded with special care. However, the seeds of 
evil sown by Melkor and Fëanor continued to sprout in Arda 
for long an age. 
 
Inspiration for this essay is courtesy of “The Prancing Pony 
Podcast”. 
 
This essay originally appeared on the Middle-earth Reflec-
tions blog and is reprinted with permission. 
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Aragorn’s Favourite Things 
Parody of “My Favourite Things” from The Sound of Music 

By Elenduriel 

Riders on horseback, and crests on the banner, 

Armies all gath’ring with weapons and armour, 

Swords at the ready and arrows in their strings, 

These are a few of my favourite things. 

 

Standing beside Men of both Rohan and Gondor, 

Ready to face all the onslaught of Mordor, 

Battling Orcs and Wildmen and Easterlings,  

These are a few of my favourite things. 

 

When the sword cuts, when the spear stings, 

When ev’rything looks bleak, 

I just remember I’m gonna be King 

And then I don’t feel so weak. 

 

Arwen’s soft kisses and touches so gentle, 

Blessed with Luthien’s beauty and stars on her mantle, 

We wed after defeating the Lord of the Ring, 

She is my all time most favourite thing! 



 

What If… 

...Gandalf hadn’t fallen in Moria? 

…Aragorn had chosen to chase after Frodo and Sam instead of 
Merry and Pippin? 

…the Fellowship had remained together and gone to Minas Tirith? 

Did You Know? 

When Gandalf and Bilbo are smoking pipes and 
watching the sunset, it is a beautiful scene. Howev-
er, Bag End doesn’t face west. It faces east. So that 
scene was actually filmed at sunrise, and then the 
footage was played backwards in order to make it 

look like the sun was actually setting over Hob-
biton! You wouldn’t know, except that there is a 

bird flying backwards across the sky... 

Did You Notice? 
When Eowyn is fighting the Witch-king of Angmar, keep a close eye on her helmet strap. It magically 

and conveniently disappears in the final shot where she dramatically pulls off her helmet and says, “I am 
no man!”  

JOKES! 
 

Q. What kind of pictures do Elves take? 

A. Elfies! (Selfies) 

 

Q. What do you call a drunk Ent? 

A. Tree-weird! 



 

Did You Know? 

Christopher Tolkien was one of his father’s greatest critics. According to his 
brother Michael Tolkien, Christopher once corrected a rough draft of The Hob-
bit saying “Last time, you said Bilbo’s front door was blue, and you said Thorin 

had a golden tassel on his hood, but you’ve just said that Bilbo’s front door 
was green, and the tassel on Thorin’s hood was silver.” (Quoted from The Fel-

lowship: The Literary Lives of the Inklings by Philip and Carol Zaleski.) 

Would You Rather... 

1. ...have hair as curly as Merry’s OR as straight as 

Legolas’? 

2. ...eat potatoes boiled OR mashed? 

3. ...be the leader OR Ringbearer of the Fellowship? 

4. ...take a vacation with Gandalf OR Radagast? 

5. ...hear the Rohan theme OR the Gondor theme for 10 

hours straight? 

6. ...dance with Rosie Cotton OR Gandalf? 

7. ...sing songs with Tom Bombdil OR Thorin? 

8. ...be wrapped up in spider’s silk OR be tied up with a 

smelly sack over your head? 

9. ...meet Peter Jackson OR J.R.R. Tolkien? 

10. ...be chased by Uruk-hai OR a band of Rohirrim? 

Something to Think About 

Why do we love and relate to the LotR characters so much when Tol-
kien does very little characterisation in a modern sense? 



 

What PJ Did Right 

By I. Salogel 

 

Tolkien purists have a tendency to be angry with Peter Jackson’s 
film adaptation of The Lord of the Rings. They have issues with the 
changes to the characters. They are angry with the fact that he cut 
characters like Tom Bombadil, Erkenbrand and Imrahil. They don’t 
like having certain actors play certain roles. They resent changes 
in the storyline. Overall, they come across as having the opinion 
that Peter Jackson has ruined the world Tolkien created. 

While these claims may have just 
grounds, however, there are very 
few Tolkien purists who are actu-
ally totally anti-movies. Most of 
us do not agree with certain 
changes and vocalize our opin-
ions about them quite loudly – 
but this does not mean we com-
pletely hate everything that Peter 
Jackson did! Yes there are things 
that were badly thought through, 
like 180° turn of Faramir’s charac-
ter or the fact that Frodo and 
Sam parted ways before Shelob’s 

lair: but there are also many things that Peter Jackson did very 
well, and these should be brought to attention. 

First off, New Zealand is possibly the best location on earth for 
filming LOTR. It has just about every landscape described in the 
book, and there is a mysterious and fantastical feel to it. Shooting 
in such a place added so much more to the film, far more than if 
had been shot anywhere else1, and really helped to create Middle-
Earth.  

Another thing that added to the world Tolkien created was the 
fantastic CGI. The fantastic team at Weta Workshop did spent so 
much time working on every minute little detail that sometimes 
you can’t tell their work is real. Take the Oliphaunts! They don’t 
look like a bunch of animated beasts that have fake deaths; they 
look like legitimate, terrifying, giant elephants! And the pinnacle 
of animation history has to be Gollum. He is not just a big comput-
er image moving around on the screen, he is a person, an actor, 
with expression in his eyes and movements so perfect that it re-
quires a stretch of the imagination to remember that he’s animat-
ed, and not real. 

Peter Jackson 
also did a mostly 
good job with 
the characters. 
He had a regular 
habit of taking 
about 20 takes 
of the every line 
until the actor 
had gotten it just 
right, and even 
then, his catch-

phrase was “Let’s do one more, just for luck!” Because of this, he 
had a wide variety of emotion and line delivery that he could play 
with, and this afforded the luxury of making the tone of each sce-
ne and the personality of each character a whole step higher. Take 
Gandalf, for instance. Everything he does and says is done in such 
a Gandalf-ish way that we praise Ian McKellen for his incredible 
acting. But so much of this is done in the aftermath, in the editing 
room, and we need to thank PJ for taking the time with each char-
acter this way. 

Jackson also added some things into the movie that are not in the 
book, but do not hinder the tale in any way. One of these things 
would have to be the friction between Aragorn and Boromir. It is 
there in the book only a little, but the movie enhances the emo-
tion and, in my opinion, improves it, for it makes their final alli-
ance more moving and concrete. The movie-makers also moved 
the storyline around in certain places, for instance Boromir’s 
death occurred in the end of The Fellowship of the Ring instead of 
in the beginning of The Two Towers. But does this detract at all 
from the story? If anything, I think it adds to it. The film suddenly 
has a climax, and it makes logical sense as well. Another good 
change was when the Elves of Lothlórien came to the Battle of 
Helm’s Deep. No, it’s not in the book, but the symbolism of the 
immortal beings laying down their lives to save their world is pow-
erful, and quite in the spirit of Tolkien, I think.  

This brings me to the most important point: Peter Jackson mostly 
stayed in the spirit of Tolkien. For the most part, when he impro-
vised, tweaked and added, he tried to consciously keep the focus 
of the movie what Tolkien was trying to bring across in the book. 
He didn’t do some half-hearted, low-budget film so that he could 
say he made The Lord of the Rings. He gave the film everything he 
possibly could, and this comes through in the final product.  

Would the most Tolkien-purist of all, Tolkien himself, have liked 
the film? It’s hard to say. I think that he would have very much 
enjoyed some parts and very much disliked others. But Tolkien 
also knew, and said on multiple occasions, that it would be impos-
sible to make his whole book into a movie. Peter Jackson was 
wisely aware of that too, and therefore did not try to make the 
movie exactly the like the book. He played with the story; cut 
things, added things, changed things. So no, it’s not a perfect rep-
lica of The Lord of the Rings. But in my opinion, it’s just about as 
perfect as you can get!  

 

Footnotes: 

1 Although, in my opinion, Canada has such a gorgeous and di-
verse landscape that it could have been a worthy candidate!  

“First off, New 

Zealand is possi-

bly the best loca-

tion on earth for 

filming The Lord 

of the Rings.” 



 

July 1: Dominic Keating (Galion) turns 54 

July 1: Liv Tyler (Arwen) turns 39 

July 16: Calum Gittins (Haleth) turns 30 

July 18: Sarah McLeod (Rosie) turns 45 

July 19: Benedict Cumberbatch (Smaug/Necromancer) turns 40 

Cast and Crew Birthdays in July 

Cast and Crew Birthdays in August 

August 1: Cameron Rhodes (Farmer Maggot) turns  49 

August 3: Evangeline Lilly (Tauriel) turns 37 

August 20: Alan Lee (artist) turns 69 

August 20: John Noble (Denethor) turns 68 

August 20: Sylvester McCoy (Radagast) turns 73 

August 21: John Howe (artist) turns 59 

August 22: Richard Armitage (Thorin) turns  45 

August 24: Stephen Fry (Master of Laketown) turns 59 

August 28: Billy Boyd (Pippin) turns 48 



 
 



 

Test Your LotR Knowledge! 

1. What food did Sam and Frodo have? 

2. How did Sam and Frodo get down the cliff? 

3. Who said the rope might be a help in many needs? 

4. How long was the rope? 

5. What did Frodo use to threaten Gollum? 

6. Where did Frodo ask Gollum to lead them? 

7. Why did Gollum start screaming? 

8. What does Gollum want to swear on? 

9. Did Sam like the new Smeagol more or less than the old? 

10. What is the path that the Orcs don’t know? 

Answers can be found in the chapter ‘The Taming of Smeagol’ from The Two Towers. 

Quote  

Of  

 
The 
Month 

“...In sorrow we must go, but not in despair. Behold! We 
are not bound for ever to the circles of the world, and be-

yond them is more than memory...” 
 -Aragorn 



 

The Gondorian Gazette 

Latest news from the Eagles? Most recent shenanigans from the Shire? We bring you all the newest and most exciting 
stories about goings on in the Tolkien fandom  

 

New Tolkien Poem: “The Lay of Aotrou and Itroun,” written by J.R.R. Tolkien in 1930, and first published 
in 1945 in the literary journal The Welsh Review, is set to be re-released in November of this year after 
more than 70 years of being out of print. The 508 line poem tells of the childless couple Aotrou and 
Itroun (Breton: lord and lady), who are helped by a Korrigan, a Breton term for a fairy.  When Autrou 
refuses to pay the price of marrying the Korrigan, he dies three days later and his wife, Itroun, subse-
quently dies of grief, leaving the twins she bore 
them to grow up as orphans. Sounds like a good 
gift idea for your favourite Tolkien fan!  

 

Stay in a Hobbit Hole!: Ever wanted to stay in a Hobbit Hole? Well 
if you’re ever in Orondo, Washington, you can! The owner, Kristie 
Wolfe, has taken special care to make the experience as much like 
staying at Bag End as possible. It’s pretty legit—only modern thing 
is you can reserve your stay online! Costs $250 dollars a night, but 
you can bring your pet with you if you happen to have one (though 
dragons or ponies might be frowned upon). 

 

Lord of the Rings Colouring Book: You’ve been waiting for it—now 
you can have it! Adult colouring books have become a huge thing in the past year, and Middle-earth is jumping on the 
bandwagon. The Lord of the Rings themed colouring book is now available in most bookstores, with many pages de-
tailing scenes, quotes and characters from all three of the movies. As far as colouring books go, this one’s one of the 
best! 


