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Language Corner 

English 
 

One 
Two 
Three 
Four 
Five 
Six 

Seven 
Eight 
Nine 
Ten 

Counting to Ten in Middle-earth 

Sindarin 
 

Mîn 
Tâd 
Nêl 

Canad 
Leben 
Eneg 
Odog 

Tolodh 
Neder  
Pae 

Sacrifice of the Evenstar 

By Kathryn Finca 

Her hair with moonbeams woven through 

Was shining in the night. 

And in her ancient, lovely eyes 

There shone a starry light. 

 

Her hands were intertwining 

With a man’s, both kind and strong. 

A Ranger of the western lands, 

Smitten by Elven song. 

 

His stature was of kings of old, 

Though cloak was poor of cloth. 

But their love shone out the brightest 

And they plighted there their troth. 

 

There she made her sacrifice, 

The fair Undómiel. 

Forsaking all her people 

So that she with him might dwell. 

Quenya 
 

Minë 
Atta 
Neldë 
Canta 
Lempë 
Enquë 
Otso 
Tolto 
Nertë 

Cainen 

Black Speech 
 

Ash 
Krul 
Gakh 
Zag 

Kraak 
Rut 
Udu 
Ski 

Krith 
Gal 



 Literary Copycats 

By I. Salogel 

 

When The Lord of the Rings was published, it was like noth-
ing that the world had ever read before.  Its 1000+ pages 
were full of fantasy, reality, love, war, good, evil, different 
races, multiple plot lines, excellent writing style, and true 
messages.  C.S. Lewis, Tolkien’s fellow author and close 
friend, said that it was “Like lightning from a clear sky…” and 
most agreed that this description hit the nail right on the 
head.  When C.S. Lewis wrote his bestselling series, The 

Chronicles of Narnia, eve-
ryone was shocked when 
Tolkien read the work 
and did not like it at all.  
Most think that Tolkien 
was just jealous.  After 
all, Lewis wrote a seven-
book series in less than 8 
months while it took Tol-

kien 18 years to complete The Lord of the Rings.  (That 
doesn’t even include The Hobbit!)  Other people more famil-
iar with Tolkien were sure that he disliked Lewis’ books be-
cause he detested allegories, and Narnia is most certainly an 
allegory, in the very essence of the word.  Both of these theo-
ries likely have firm grounding and I do not disagree with 
them; in fact, I concur. But I believe there may be yet another 
reason why Tolkien was not very fond of his friend’s achieve-
ment. 

From my point of view, I think Lewis might have copied The 
Lord of the Rings a little when he wrote about Narnia.  In the 
first book of the series, The Magician’s Nephew, what objects 
were used to transport Polly and Digory to Narnia?  Magic 
rings.  Yes, they were green and yellow, but previous to Tol-
kien, had rings ever been used in a special magical way in 

fiction?  No.  (Although Norse 
mythology, which Tolkien 
studied to a great degree, 
does include a Ring which 
was fashioned for world 
domination.  Wagner, a Ger-
man writer, created four op-
eras based on this story and 
several people accused Tol-
kien of copying his idea.  Tol-
kien claimed that there were 
next to no similarities be-
tween his Ring and Wagner’s: 
both were round, and that 

was where the resemblance ended.  But the source material 
for both rings, Norse mythology, was admittedly the same.)  
Anyhow, back to the topic of Lewis perhaps copying Tolkien.  
How did Aslan bring Narnia into existence?  By singing.  The 

same way that Eru (a.ka. Ilúvatar) created Middle-earth. 

 “Then Ilúvatar said to them: ‘Of the theme that I have declared to 
you, I will now that ye make in harmony together a Great Music…I will sit 
and hearken, and be glad that through you great beauty has been wakened 
in song.’”1 

And speaking of similarities between the worlds, take a look 
at the maps.  Narnia and Middle-earth share a very like geog-
raphy, but Middle-earth came first.  Next, some of the names 
and places are arguably comparable.  What is Thorin’s treas-
ured stone from The Hobbit called?  The Arkenstone.  Where 
does Shasta/Cor come from?  Archenland.  Spelled different-
ly, yes, but pronounced the same.  (Please note that this is a 
weak argument and may be unfounded.)  The great tombs 
outside of Tashban are suspiciously familiar to the tombs of 
the kings of Rohan outside of Edoras.  Lastly, the Undying 
Lands which represent heaven in The Lord of the Rings match 
the paradise that Lewis describes in the end of The Last 
Battle.  To be fair, both authors here are trying to portray 
their visions of perfect eternal life, so they might simply have 
similar ideas of it, therefore making this point invalid. But 
whether he did it wittingly or no, I believe that Lewis did copy 
some of Tolkien’s ideas. 

Lewis, however, wasn’t the only one.  Some of today’s most 
revered book series have elements taken directly from Tol-
kien’s work.  Look at Harry Potter, for instance.  When I was 
first introduced to Aragog, the giant spider that lived in the 
forbidden forest, I immediately began drawing parallels to 

the giant spiders of Mirkwood which are in The Hobbit.  J.K. 
Rowling also follows in Lewis’ footsteps by copying the Ring 
idea, though in a slightly different manner.  Her books do fea-
ture a ring, the resurrection stone, but I’m thinking more 
about the idea of horcruxes.  All of Voldemort’s horcruxes 
possessed a little bit of his soul so that if his body was killed, 
in essence he would still survive as long as his horcruxes did.  
Kind of like how Sauron was not destroyed because his spirit 
endured in the One Ring.  Look how Ron, Hermione, and Har-
ry are affected by the locket horcrux.  They become grumpy, 
jealous, suspicious of each other while wearing it, just like 
Frodo became towards Sam when wearing the Ring.  And the 
horcrux was not just a dead object either.  Like the Ring, it 
was trying to get back to its master and possessed a distinct 
consciousness.  Plus, what were Harry, Ron and Hermione 
trying to do with the horcruxes anyways?  Destroy them so 
that they could defeat the Dark Lord, Voldemort. 

“Sometimes I 

wonder what these 

novelists would 

have written if 

Tolkien had not 

written first.” 



 
The last example I’d like to discuss is the Eragon series by 
Christopher Paolini. In my opinion, the first book in the se-
ries, Eragon, is a direct knock-off of LOTR with nearly no ex-
ceptions. Main character, Eragon. He falls in love with an Elf 
maiden who’s a princess and way older than he is, named 
Arya. (Eragon and Arya, sounds kind of familiar…) The bad 
guys who fight in the armies, Urgals, are almost identical to 
Orcs. And the Orcs’ bigger, meaner, stronger, faster and 
smarter counterparts, Uruk-hai, are pretty much the same as 
the Kull, which are bigger, meaner, stronger, faster and 
smarter versions of Orcs. As for the Ra’zac, riders cloaked in 
black, with black gloves, no mercy, and hissy voices – not to 
mention that they serve a dark master – well, this seems like 
an obvious take on the Nazgûl. The races of Alagaësia, espe-
cially the Elves (came from over the sea in silver ships, live in 
a vast forest, have pointed ears and eyebrows, are beautiful 
and tall, etc.) are nearly identical to Tolkien’s Elves, except 
that they lack the same depth and complexity. Similarly, the 
races Christopher Paolini “created” come with languages 
that sound and look strangely like the ones Tolkien fash-
ioned, except not as sophisticated. The map at the beginning 
of Eragon is nothing short of depressing to true Tolkien fans. 
Lake Isenstar, for instance, which is situated beside the town 
of Utgard (emphasis mine). An island called Beirland is com-
parable to Beleriand, a portion of Middle-earth that was 
flooded at the end of the First Age. And the points of the 
compass are marked by runes that anyone who has read Ap-
pendix E in the back of The Return of the King will recognize 
as Angerthas, one of the main forms of script that Tolkien 
invented. Now some savvy Eragon fan might at this moment 
be thinking, “Well Christopher Paolini didn’t take those 
runes from Tolkien, he got them from the Old English 
runes!” Fine, maybe he did. But where do you think Tolkien 
got the inspiration for Angerthas? Not to mention the Rohir-
ric language, which is pretty much Old English. I know and 
realize that I may be sounding a little bit harsh seeing as the 
author of Eragon was only 15 when it was published, but 

hey, I think he could’ve 
been a little more crea-
tive than this! 

There are many mod-
ern authors today who 
have taken snippets 
from Tolkien’s wonder-
ful world. I have noth-
ing against this; no 
book is utterly uninflu-
enced by other stories. 
It’s human nature to 
take other ideas and 
change and incorporate 
them until they become 
our own.  As long as 
this is done subtly and 
the author does not 
obviously copy and then blatantly claim it as their own idea, I 
even go so far to say that I like such methods, for they show 
skill and cleverness. But a few things akin to the examples 
discussed in the above paragraphs show that in certain are-
as, authors are copycats, plain and simple. (In fact, Tolkien 
too was a copycat in his way; he even named Théoden’s pal-
ace Edoras, after the golden hall in the epic poem Beowulf.) 
In a way, the fact that some of the most popular books and 
authors around are partly inspired by The Lord of the Rings is 
a great testimony to J.R.R. Tolkien’s success as a storyteller. 
Sometimes, however, I wonder what these novelists would 
have written, if Tolkien had not written first.   

 

Footnotes: 

1The Silmarillion, J.R.R. Tolkien, pg. 15 (Houghton-Mifflin) 

JOKES! 
 

Q. Who did Saruman marry? 

A. Saruwoman! 

 

Q. What do the Hobbits secretly call Gandalf when he drinks too 
much ale? 

A. The White Whizzer! 



 

Hobbit Fun  
 

The Children of Samwise Gamgee Wordsearch 
Find the names of Sam’s thirteen children!  

N C J R L E L B U X Z F E L O Z L G P V 

L I V L C M F K B M U D T R Q N D J I M 

Q M B J O K C R F F G G R D U C X G E E 

Z N B O A V B G O K E S L T O L M A N R 

I X I Q R E Q M F D P I G B W N V X M R 

P D T C R L L K R U O O L L S U M I G Y 

E S O R M I R P D R L E M P X N V L D S 

S K J W B I G A R D F S H K I H H B X P 

Q E C K A W I N I T O O Z N P T C S H B 

D Z W O J S N L V F B R I P F K L T E K 

E Y R V Y J O R X L Z P T N K S Z Z C A 

H N J U K C Z O O R P T I P H R M S T G 

G Z G C K Z M N T I D M N C U O D M D C 

X F G S I X N A P S O B L I B P V B H U 

V N O F F P Z L Z Y A T R C A U K I J D 

L J A Y Z E R E B E X F P X F B V N N Q 

S I Y B N W W U A U Q V M Q T M J B O E 

E E C L G Q R W Y Q E H S A F B E W R W 

E M A P C Q Y T W X X A Z Y H X Z J J D 

B F Z H X D C N V U D N O L Q V K Y I J 

Lassë 

 

Leaf 

 

Elanor 

Frodo 

Rose 

Merry 

Pippin 

Goldilocks 

Hamfast 

Daisy 

Primrose 

Bilbo 

Ruby 

Robin 

Tolman 

Elvish Word of the Month 



 

 
 

Bilbo and Smaug 
In the style of Dr. Seuss 

By Rachel Greenleaf 

The dragon Smaug looked fast asleep. 

He snored and snuffled breathing deep. 

But Bilbo crept a stealthy creep: 

For Smaug’s red eye was not asleep –  

No sir! It opened just a peep. 

 

“I must not make a sound!” he thought. 

“For that would really get me caught!”  

 

But even as he thunk this think 

He heard a clunk. 

And then a clink. 

 

He turned in fright, 

And saw a sight! 

A horrid, awful, scary sight! 

 

Smaug was not dead, not dead by half. 

He sniffed a sniff 

Then laughed a laugh. 

 

“I smell a thief! 

I smell a rat! 

A sneaky, thievy  

Rat at that! 

I smell your smell 

Upon the air. 

I can’t see you 

But you are there. 

Come help yourself, 

There’s gold to spare!” 

 

But Bilbo knew it was a ruse. 

“Tremendous Smaug, I must refuse. 

The one wonderful thing that I came here to see 

Was if you’re as great as they said you would be! 

I’ve heard of your grandness, O master of fires, 

And I’m quite glad to say that my friends are not 

liars! 

 

“Ah, is that so?” the worm replied. 

(And sounded rather satisfied.) 

“Good manners for a thieving pest 

But I must ask a small request: 

You seem to know my name quite well, 

But I cannot quite place your smell. 

Where are you from, and what’s your name? 

Be quick, or you shall feel my flame!” 

 

“Under hill is where I’m from, 

And over other hills I’ve come. 

Over ground and through the air, 

And walked unseen most everywhere!” 

 

“This may be true  

But all the same,” 

The dragon said, 

“It’s not your name.” 

 

“A Web-cutter. 

A Fly stinger.  

A chosen lucky 

Number-inger. 

A bag I’m from, 

A bag I’ll be, 

But no bag 

Did go over me.” 

 

“Lovely names,” the dragon sneered. 

“The oddest that I ever heared.” 

 

Bilbo was proud, 

He was proud of his wit. 

He was no longer frightened— 

Not one little bit! 

“I have more names, O Smaug! 

I am many more things. 

I am Friend of the bears, 

And of birds with great wings. 

I am Wearer of luck, 

And companion of kings, 

I am Rider of barrels 

And winner of rings!” 

 

Now dragons always like to guess 

At riddles and at cleverness. 

(I don’t know why this thing is so. 

You want to know? Go ask your bro!) 

But Bilbo knew just what to say 

To hide his name and make Smaug play. 

 

Smaug was quite smart and he well understood 

That most of the names would do him little good. 

But one thing he took from the thief’s witty 

words: 

In Esgaroth, barrels were common as birds. 

 

“I haven’t been there for an age and an age, 

I haven’t been there since I grew old and sage. 

But that will soon change”, 

Thought the worm in a rage, 

“I’ll burn them to bits like they’re mice in a 

cage!” 

 

“Was Barrel your pony? Then he tasted quite 

good. 

So did the five others, just like ponies should. 

Pony, you know, is a marvellous treat. 

You boil it up nicely and chop off the feet 

And barbeque crisply the rest of the meat, 

Then chew it up nicely: it’s crunchy and sweet!  

(Making it right is a difficult feat 

But if you can do it, it’s scrumptious to eat!) 

Those nags were quite good, so I’ll make you a 

deal. 

I’ll tell you a thing in return for the meal. 

You may walk unseen, but you don’t walk alone! 

And Dwarves are worse friends than a stick or a 

stone.” 

 

“Dwarves!?” cried poor Bilbo, pretending sur-

prise, 

With his heart in his stomach and fear in his eyes. 

 

“Yes, I know the smell, and the taste of nice 

Dwarfs, 

I know when I’ve eaten a Dwarf-ridden horse. 

I could smell Dwarf in the thickest of fog, 

Don’t insult me, Ring-winner, for I am Great 

Smaug!” 

 

Now Bilbo was brave, 

But he was in a cave... 

(And you’d be scared too, 

If he switched spots with you.) 

 

He thought to himself, 

“You will get yourself stewed! 

If you keep going on  

In this sort of a mood!”  

 

“I hope you know, Smaug, it was not only gold  

Which brought us from out of the world to your 

hold—” 



 

What If… 

...Bilbo killed Sméagol? 

…the Sackville-Bagginses had bought Bag End? 

…Bilbo had never adopted Frodo? 

Did You Know? 

At the beginning of each of the Lord of the Rings 
movies a screen comes up with the words 

‘Wingnut Films’. Wingnut was the name of Peter 
Jackson’s pet rabbit, who died a couple years 

prior to the start of shooting. 

“Aha! So it’s true!” 

Said the dragon with glee. 

“You admit to the us! 

You admit to the we!” 

Why don’t you say fourteen, I quite know it’s true! 

Why else would you have fourteen ponies with 

you? 

I expect you feel clever, and sure of reward 

For finding them things like that cup from my 

hoard. 

Did they tip you for that? 

Did they take it away, 

And tell you they’d pay you 

On some other day? 

And if they do pay you, what then, goodness me! 

Did they offer to help you take back your whole 

fee? 

Why think of the cartings! The haulings! The rol-

lings! 

Think of the guards, and of paying the tollings!” 

 

Poor Bilbo was speechless! He hadn’t at all 

Given thought to the riches that he’d have to haul. 

But from small Hobbit heart to his feet, soft and 

furry, 

He meant to stay true to his friends, and not worry. 

 

“I’m rather afraid that you’re all in a mix  

About who’s kidding who, and who’s playing the 

tricks. 

 

Surely, O Smaug, unassesably wealthy, 

You must know that hate can get rather unhealthy. 

We journeyed o’er hill, not for gold and lozenge; 

Oh no! Our main mission, you see, was RE-

VENGE. 

 

Then Smaug laughed a laugh that was dreadfully 

loud. 

Bilbo fell to his feet and quite terrified, bowed. 

(Forgetting of course, that he couldn’t be seen, 

Or else I don’t really know where he’d have been!) 

This laugh was so terrible it shook the floor, 

And gave the poor Dwarves quite a shock at the 

door. 

 

“Revenge?” said the dragon.  

“Revenge,” he did smirk. 

“King under the mountain is dead, that’s my work. 

I ate up his kin like a wolf among sheep! 

I gobbled the women before they could weep! 

My claws are like spearheads, my armour like 

shields, 

My wings beat a hurricane, flattening fields. 

My breath is like death, it is fiery hot: 

Revenge? I have never heard such utter rot!” 

 

“I’ve heard,” squeaked our hero, “That dragons are 

dressed 

In the finest of waistcoats: all but the – er – chest.” 

“You’ve heard rather wrongly,” said Smaug, anger-

filled. 

“I’m armoured all over: I cannot be killed!” 

“I do wish you’d show me,” the Hobbit sighed sad-

ly. 

“For really, I do want to see your hide badly!”  

The dragon rolled over and crowed, “Yes indeed! 

There isn’t a sword that could make this worm 

bleed!” 

 

 “Staggering! Marvelous! 

Dazzling! Flawless! 

There’s no thing on this earth 

That could render you pawless! 

But inside he was scornful, and thought, “You old 

fool!” 

There’s a spot on your belly without any jewel! 

That’s a mighty fine place for an arrow to stick!” 

Then he thought about how to get out of there, 

quick. 

 

“Smaug the magnificent, I am afraid 

That I’ve talked long enough and am quite over-

stayed!  

I hope you have fun catching ponies tonight, 

For you won’t catch this burglar!” 

And with that he took flight. 

 

But as Smaug’s angry fire came flaming behind 

him, 

His common sense finally really did find him. 

“Bilbo, you foolish and silly old Baggins! 

I’ll just tell you once: never laugh at live dragons!”  

 



 

Did You Know? 

Elves can have facial hair! Although it was not a com-
mon occurrence, Tolkien did actually make record of a 
few Elves with beards. The most prominent example is 
Cirdan, the Elf guarding the Grey Havens. Elrond was 

designed with a beard in the animated Lord of the 
Rings movie. Funnily enough, however, Professor Tol-
kien also denied that Elves have any facial hair at all. 

Maybe he simply couldn’t make up his mind! 

Would You Rather... 

1. ...sing like an Elf OR dance like an Elf? 

2. ...play chess with Saruman OR Gandalf? 

3. ...fight against Elrond OR Galadriel? 

4. ...eat food from Eagles OR Dwarves? 

5. ...smell like Gollum OR Grima Wormtongue? 

6. ...be as short as a Hobbit OR as tall as an Ent? 

7. ...ride Shadowfax OR Brego? 

8. ...live in the Shire OR Rivendell? 

9. ...fight a Balrog OR a troll? 

10. ...go shopping with a sword and shield OR a hel-

met? 

Something to Think About 

Who is the most unique character in The Lord of the Rings? 



 

Denethor and Faramir and the Steward-

ship of Gondor 

By Elizabeth Prins 

(This is a LOTR version of an essay Elizabeth wrote comparing the 
ruling abilities of Roman Emperors Nero and Constantine.  Need-
less to say, the other essay wasn’t quite as ‘touched up,’ shall we 

say, as this one was.) 

 

There are many reasons as to why Faramir was a better 
Steward of Gondor than his father, Denethor, was.  
Faramir didn’t try to kill family members.  Denethor 
did.  Faramir didn’t jump off the point of Minas Tirith 
(or in his case, maybe, the highest tree in Ithilien...) 
after setting himself alight.  Denethor did.  Faramir 
wasn’t a bloodthirsty man.  Denethor was.  And so you 
see.... 

 

Denethor was the 26th Steward of Gondor, but the first 
one with anger issues.  Faramir didn’t have anger is-
sues.  He also killed himself.  Faramir didn’t.  Faramir 
had gotten hurt in the midst of a battle, and the 
Knights in Shining Armour of Dol Amroth (and they did 
turn out to be real Knights in Shining Armour for Fara-
mir...  Especially his precious uncle, Imrahil, who picked 
him up before the Men of Harad could get to him with 
their axes etc.)  went out to save him, being Knights in 
Shining Armour.  But Denethor called the Knights back 
hardly before they could do any good.  Soon after Fara-
mir got back into the City after being hurt by a poi-
soned dart, Denethor began to despair, thinking that 
Minas Tirith surely would be wrecked by the forces of 
Sauron, who were getting uncomfortably close to the 
City.  So he decided to burn himself as well as Faramir 

on a pyre.  So he got ready to do the dirty deed.  But 
then Beregond (one of the soldiers of Minas Tirith.  A 
guard, to be exact, if I remember correctly.) and Gan-
dalf, the latter with Pippin and Shadowfax, came and 
Faramir got saved.  Denethor didn’t. 

 

Faramir was the 27th Steward of Gondor, and the 26th 
without anger issues.  He didn’t kill himself.  Denethor 
did.  (I mean, Denethor killed himself, not Faramir; 
himself meaning Denethor.)   Faramir also didn’t have 
anger issues.  Denethor did.  And most of all, Faramir 
did not have the revolting habit of drinking oil – most 
of it, of course, missing his mouth and finding its way 
down his hair...) right before sitting in the fire to get 
warm. 

 

So it is easy to see that Faramir was the better Steward 
of Gondor:  Denethor did a whole lot of bad things 
which Faramir didn’t do, and Faramir did a whole lot of 
good things which Denethor didn’t do!  Also, Denethor 
had anger issues.  And by ‘anger issues,’ I mean real 
anger issues.  Not just ‘anger issues.’  Real anger issues. 

 

“The mission to 

destroy the Ring 

depended on se-

crecy… stealth was 

more important 

than speed.” 



 

November 4: John Callen (Oin) turns 69 

November 12: Craig Parker (Haldir) turns 45 

November 24: Billy Connolly (Dain) turns 73 

November 25: Bruce Hopkins (Gamling) turns 60 

November 27: Alexandra Astin (Elanor) turns 19 

 

Cast and Crew Birthdays in November 

Cast and Crew Birthdays in December 

December 1: Dean O’Gorman (Fili) turns 39 

December 8: Dominic Monaghan (Merry) turns 39 

December 16: Mirando Otto (Eowyn) turns 48 

December 17: Bernard Hill (Theoden) turns 71 

December 29: Brian Sergent (Ted Sandyman) turns 56 

 



 

Did You Notice? 

The beginning of the Shire music sounds like the hymn, ‘This Is My Father’s World’! Ironically it is a com-
plete fluke, but it is somewhat fitting considering Tolkien’s Catholic background and the simple and 

beautiful Hobbit lifestyle. 



 

Test Your LotR Knowledge! 

1. How many orcs did Gimli kill? 

2. Why does the company decide to ride to Isengard? 

3. What happens to the bodies of the dead orcs? 

4. What does Gimli describe to Legolas so passionately? 

5. What does Orthanc mean in Elvish? 

6. What does Orthanc mean in the language of the Mark? 

7. Which two people welcome the company to Isengard? 

8. What art have the Hobbits not practised for more than a 

few generations? 

9. Which wall did Gandalf and Théoden ride to in order to find Treebeard? 

10. What did Pippin think of the King of Rohan? 

Answers can be found in the chapter ‘The Road to Isengard’ from The Two Towers. 

Quote  

Of 

The 

Month 

“...if we all got angry together some-

thing might be done...” 

 -Bilbo Baggins 



 

The Gondorian Gazette 

Latest news from the Eagles? Most recent shenanigans from the Shire? We bring you all the newest and most exciting 
stories about goings on in the Tolkien fandom  

 

-Extended Edition: It’s official! The date for 
the release of the Extended Edition of The 
Battle of the Five Armies is November 17th. 
There are an extra 20 minutes of running time, 
plus over 9 hours of bonus features, the last 
from Middle-earth for quite a long time. It will 
be available as a 3-disc Blu-ray set or a 5-disc 
DVD set. Here are a few non-spoiler reviews. 

The Extended Edition of BOTFA felt more complete 
than the theatrical. I left the theater feeling so 
much better about it, but that doesn’t mean to say 
there weren’t parts that I didn’t like. There were 
moments that made me cringe, and you definitely 
get to see why the film would be rated R. Sometimes I was confused whether the film was supposed to be more come-
dic or more violent. There was definitely more of both in the EE. I was happy to see more of certain characters and 
unhappy to not see more of certain characters. Also, if you own Weta Workshop’s Hobbit Chronicles book for BOTFA, I 
recommend giving it one more read through. Near the end, I actually had some tears running down my face, and that 
didn’t happen to me for any of the other films. My #1 hope for the EE was that it was going to make me cry and it did. 
I’m very excited for the film to be released on DVD so we can all discuss what happens. BOTFA is still my favorite from 
the trilogy, and the Extended Edition just increased my love! 

I was so much more satisfied with the Extended Edition of BOTFA than with the original theatrical cut! One thing that 
has always impressed me about the Extended Editions of Jackson’s films is what a difference it makes to restore one or 
two seconds of a scene. In addition to those finely nuanced additions, we get to see several entirely new scenes that 
added immensely to the impact of the film. Coming in at still less than three hours, I am left wondering why this wasn’t 
the film that was released last December. The Extended Edition went a long way to remedy the things that I felt were 
the shortcomings of the original cut... I had a definite “wish list” for the BOTFA EE, and I got many of those items. This 
time around, I felt the way that I wanted to feel with the original cut, but did not. This felt like a much better “last 
goodbye” to Middle-earth on screen. [Reviews taken from Middle-earth News.] 

You can also check out a sneak peak of the some of the footage here. The movie in its extended form is rated 
R, which may serve as a discouragement for some viewers… I am not pleased with the rating but plan to buy 
the movie anyway—I have a collection to complete!  

-Classic FM: The UK’s only classical radio station has recently announced that the score for The Lord of the 
Rings films has been voted as the favourite for the 6th consecutive year in a row, narrowly beating the scores 
for Schindler’s List and Gladiator. Howard Shore certainly knew what he was doing! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnMCokdcwmg

