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Language Corner 

English 
 

King 

Queen 

Bishop 

Knight/Horse 

Tower/Rook 

Pawn 

Chess

 

The game of chess is a very old, dating back centuries. It is not unreasonable to think 

that there might have been chess – or a version of it – in Middle-earth... Now you 

can shake up your typical game of chess by using Elvish names for the pieces! 

 

Quenya 
 

Aran 

Tári 

Cáno 

Roquen 

Mindon 

Ohtar 

Sindarin 
 

Aran 

Rîn 

Taid 

Rochir 

Barad 

Maethor 

JOKES! 
 

Q. What did the Orc say after being shot by an Elf? 

A. That was an arrowing experience! (harrowing) 

 

Q. Why is it so hard to attack Barad-dûr? 

A. Because no matter how many you open, there are always 
Mordors! 

Special Tribute 
We take a moment to remember Sir Christopher Frank Carandini Lee who 

passed away on June 7th, 2015 at the ripe old age of 93. He will be greatly 

missed all around the world, but most dearly in the hearts of LOTR fans for 

his unmatched performance of Saruman the White. 



 The Likelier Hero 

By Rachel Greenleaf 

 

Farmer Giles of Ham and Beowulf belong on opposite 
ends of the fictional genre. The former is a comical, hu-
morous fairy tale, while the latter is an epic chivalric po-
em. Farmer Giles of Ham pokes fun at all of its charac-
ters and its hero gets by largely on luck. Beowulf, on the 
other hand, takes the hero business much more serious-
ly, glorifying the main character and painting a rich pic-
ture of his heroic deeds. However, after looking at each 
in more detail one might find that they are not very 
different in terms of content. Both have a dragon, a gi-
ant, a quest, a king and of course, a hero – but the he-
roes are very different. In this essay I will compare how 
each of these characters dealt with monsters, dragons, 
and the people around them to determine which was 
the more believable hero. 

In both tales, a giant appears quite early on in the story. 
Both pose a significant threat to the people of the coun-
try, and both are defeated by the main character. Beo-
wulf has spent his entire life preparing to defeat mon-
sters such as Grendel, monsters that no one else can 
conquer. When he kills the beast there is great feasting 
and ceremony, and all the other knights revere him. 
Farmer Giles, on the other hand, is a nobody with a 
blunderbuss when a giant comes tramping across his 
fields. He is scared and stubborn and though he drives 
the giant away with a fortunately aimed shot, he 
doesn’t come close to killing it for glory. Although Beo-
wulf is clearly the more heroic man in this comparison, 
Giles would seem to be the more believable one.  

Both characters also hap-
pen to encounter a drag-
on, an arguably worse 
enemy than the previous 
monster. This time it is 
not so easy to compare 
the two, since the drag-
ons are very different 
types of dragons. Beo-
wulf’s dragon could nev-
er have been trained and 
made captive like Giles’, 
who was only subdued 

due to the fact that the farmer had a special dragon-
hating sword. Beowulf killed his dragon with his skill as a 
warrior – but was fatally wounded in the process, and 

died shortly afterwards. In this instance, Beowulf seems 
the more likely hero. He had trained to be a warrior, 
and the fact that he did not escape his dragon un-
scathed seems quite believable (assuming for the sake 
of argument that we can refer to dragons as being be-
lievable…) Farmer Giles just happens to have a magical 
sword, and a dragon who doesn’t fight back very much 
at all; it makes for a comical story but there is not much 
to be said for being realistic. In this comparison, Beo-
wulf takes the prize for more believable as well as more 
heroic.  

What really determines a hero, however, is how each of 

these men act towards their fellows. Beowulf is very 
chivalrous towards his comrades, with rarely a harsh 
word. He also has little regard for those who lie and 
cheat, and treats such sins in a just manner. He takes 
advice with a humble manner, and is greatly grieved and 
outraged when Grendel kills several of the men. Beo-
wulf is the perfect knight. Farmer Giles, however, is a 
sleazy, arrogant, stubborn man. He openly admits to 
despising a good number of the people in his village, 
insulting them often unless they shower him with praise 
and adoration. He treats the king of the land with disre-
gard and a great lack of respect, and doesn’t think much 
of the other knights of the kingdom. In this case, Giles 
and Beowulf are practically opposites. Beowulf is the 
embodiment of good qualities, while Giles is the embod-
iment of most of our unpleasant ones, although he does 
have a good deal of common sense. Although Beowulf is 

“Although 

Beowulf is clearly 

the more heroic 

man, Giles seems 

to be the more 

believable one.” 



 

the character we should strive to be, Giles is definitely 
the one who is more like us, one we can relate to, one 
who is much more believable as a person. 

So what can we conclude after examining some of the 
situations that both these men were faced with? In the 
case of the giant, the pure luck of Giles seems a more 
likely story than the stoic battle of Beowulf. The dragon 
yields a slightly different result, where Giles seems to 

have more luck than can be explained away and Beo-
wulf ends up the way one would expect after facing a 
dragon – dead. But in the most important category, the 
character of both heroes, Giles leaves Beowulf in the 
dust in terms of which is more realistic. Beowulf cer-
tainly makes a better hero – brave, chivalrous and 
knightly – but the cynical, comical, stubborn personality 
of Farmer Giles of Ham makes him by far the more be-
lievable of the two. 

Rivendell 

By Lydwina Marie 

The flowers shine of morning dew, 

The eyes one sees on road are few. 

More see him, yet he’s not aware 

For worthy souls the path is there. 

 

The lilies fair perfume the air, 

The song of wind hides steps with care. 

Their arrows do not shine in sun – 

Shades guarding Rivendell the fair. 

 

The path is dim unless you knew, 

Yet your true heart will now guide you. 

Bows will stand and let you pass, 

Beneath the shades of rock and yew. 

 

Come share the wine that strengths returns! 

Through song and word one wisdom earns. 

Step in the halls where Elrond rules, 

Where warm is thought, and fire burns! 

 

Ride up the ivy-covered slope – 

Green-leafed and branches, thick as rope. 

Slim poles uphold the vault that lodge 

The fire of all hope. 

 

Leave bitterness and shield outside, 

To joy and hope your heart confide! 

This night’s for joy, is not the day 

To meet the darkness tide. 

 

The songs of old pour strength in arm, 

The glory past still casts its charm. 

The shield of pride will bravely stand 

Against all malice and dark harm! 

 

Your sword of old anew will glow, 

Swift arrow rain will cast your bow! 

And hammers will reforge the world, 

A thunder with each blow! 

 

This morning might ignite the fight, 

But all is song and peace this night. 

Before the darkness strikes anew, 

Come, fill your heart with light! 



 

Hobbit Fun  

Quotes and Characters 

See if you can match each quote to its correct member of the Fellowship! 

Answers and explanations on last page. 

 

Frodo              Sam            Merry         Pippin          Gimli 

Aragorn          Legolas           Boromir          Gandalf 

1. “Two eyes, as often as I can spare them.” 

2. “There ain’t no eaves at Bag End, and that’s a fact!” 

3. “Do as you please in your madness, but let me first get down from this horse!” 

4. “When Treebeard had got a few arrows in him, he began to warm up, to get positively ‘hasty’ 

as he would say.” 

5. “I do not doubt it. But you are a dwarf, and dwarves are strange folk.” 

6. “None knows what the new day shall bring him. Get you gone ere it turn to your evil.” 

7. “And most of my songs are about things that make us laugh; or about food and drink, of 

course.” 

8. “I am wounded, wounded; it will never really heal.” 

9. “Go to Minas Tirith and save my people! I have failed.” 



 

 
 

One Does Not Simply... 
 

By Daisy Perian 
 
 

 

“One does not simply walk into Mordor,” said Boromir. 

“One does not simply ignore Elrond’s advice!” exclaimed 
Legolas. 

“One does not simply listen to an Elf...” muttered Gimli. 

“One does not simply decide to reclaim the throne of Gondor,” said Aragorn. 

“One does not simply give up one’s daughter to a mortal man either,” replied Elrond. 

“One does not simply escape from Saruman,” said Gandalf. 

“One does not simply give up second breakfast,” mourned Pippin. 

“One does not simply ‘keep an eye’ on Pippin,” sighed Merry. 

“One does not simply keep me away from Mr. Frodo!” said Sam. 

“One does not simply hold a secret council, apparently,” groaned Elrond. 

“One does not simply continue to say that phrase over and over,” said Gandalf. 

“One does not simply stop saying it...” said Frodo. 

This continued for some time until Boromir finally put his head in his hands. 

“One does not simply take this scene seriously anymore...” he said wearily. 



 

Did You Know? 

Most people connect Tolkien with Middle-earth instantaneously.  But J.R.R.T. actually considered 
his crowning achievement to be his successful translation of the epic Beowulf into English!  He 

even found that Lord of the Rings fans were annoying, the way they dressed up in costumes etc., 
and he believed that nearly all of them completely missed the point of the book. 

Would You Rather... 

1. ...speak with Samwise’s grammar OR with Pippin’s 

(Billy Boyd’s) Scottish accent for the rest of your life? 

2. ...have eyes like Shelob OR Sauron? 

3. ...rather sing like Éowyn OR Pippin? 

4. ...eat tomatoes and sausages OR nice crispy bacon? 

5. ...have Sam Gamgee OR Tom Bombadil for a travel-

ling companion? 

6. ...shoot Legolas’ bow OR  wield Aragorn’s sword? 

7. ...be stuck in a boat with Legolas and Gimli OR 

Merry and Pippin? 

8. ...receive a golden belt OR a box of ‘magical’ dirt? 

9. ...listen to Treebeard monologue all day OR have 

Sauron stare at you all day? 

10. ...ride into battle with Éowyn OR with Aragorn? 

Something to Think About 

What do you think is the motive behind the innumerable changes 
made in The Hobbit films? 



 

Put No Trust in Shifting Visions 

By Benita Prins 

In Middle-earth, there are various ways of seeing things far 
away both in distance and in time - the palantíri and 
Galadriel's Mirror, to name two. But whilst all this may sug-
gest to some that Tolkien was promoting such activity, 
which resembles fortune-telling and other such occult activi-
ties, in fact it is quite the opposite. J.R.R. Tolkien in The Lord 
of the Rings sets an excellent example in the field of magic 
for other fantasy writers. 

Before I begin my discus-
sion of the palantíri, it 
would probably be helpful 
to know exactly what they 
are. Palantír means 'that-
which-sees-far-away' and 
were used by the Kings of 
Men - Isildur and Elendil, 
for example - to  keep in 
contact with the rest of 
their kingdoms. Originally 

there were seven, scattered through various locations in 
Middle-earth. The ones still existing in Middle-earth at the 
time of LOTR were those of Minas Tirith, Minas Ithil, and 
Orthanc. Sauron captured the second when he took hold of 
Minas Ithil in the Second Age, and thus use of the other pal-
antíri was even more dangerous than it ever was. 

The use of a palantír is fraught with danger for those who 
do not have a right to use them; during the War of the Ring 
the only person who had this right was Aragorn. When Den-
ethor used the Stone of Minas Tirith, he sees the Black Fleet 
approaching, and as the palantír does not show everything 
but only some, he doesn’t realize that Aragorn by that point 
has actually taken over the fleet. But this alone should not 
have driven him to suicide: it is clear later on that he has in 
fact seen Frodo, captured by Sauron. Tolkien does not ex-
plicitly say so, but later on Denethor says to Pippin, 

 “Comfort me not with wizards!....The fool’s hope has 
failed. The Enemy has found it, and now his  power wax-
es...”1 

Denethor is oblivious to the fact that Sam, thinking Frodo to 
be dead, took the Ring from Frodo in Cirith Ungol, and 
therefore although Sauron may hold the Ring-bearer prison-
er he does not have the Ring. That not everything is visible 
in the Seeing Stones and therefore appearances can be dan-
gerously deceiving, should be taken as a warning against 
trying to see the future. 

Galadriel’s Mirror is the other main form of vision in The 
Lord of the Rings. However, Galadriel herself explains the 
dangers of the Mirror to Frodo and Sam. 

 “[The Mirror] shows things that were, and things that 
are, and things that may yet be. But which  it is that he 
sees, even the wisest cannot tell…. The Mirror shows many 
things, and not all have  yet come to pass. Some never 
come to be, unless those that behold the visions turn aside 
from  their path to prevent them. The Mirror is dangerous 
as a guide of deeds.”2 (emphasis mine) 

Divination is a tool of Satan and does not show the entire 
truth, and therefore it’s dangerous to use fortune-telling as 
a guide for your deeds. Who knows what Emperor Frederick 
II may have done if he had not been told that he would die 
under roses! “Perilous to us all are the devices of an art 
deeper than we possess ourselves,”3 says Tolkien in The 
Two Towers. 

Although this sort of thing may be permissible in some fan-
tasy where it is not acceptable on earth, it is still necessary 
to be very careful with the concept, because regardless of 
the author’s intent, people are easily influenced by books 
they read. Use of the palantíri and the Mirror of Galadriel is 
very clearly dangerous from the text of LOTR, and the last 
thing the Professor was encouraging is use of fortune-telling 
methods. 

 

Footnotes: 

1 Tolkien, J.R.R. The Return of the King (London: Unwin-Hyman, 
1955), 97.  
2 Ibid., The Fellowship of the Ring, 377-8.  
3 Ibid., The Two Towers, 203.  

 

“The last thing the 

Professor was en-

couraging is the 

use of fortune-

telling methods.” 



 

Did You Know? 

Peter Jackson originally pitched The Lord of the Rings as a two-
movie deal to Miramax, as he knew no studio would want to 

invest in three expensive films. In return, Miramax asked him to 
make it one movie, combine Rohan and Gondor into a single 

nation, make Boromir and Éowyn siblings, and lose the charac-
ter of Saruman completely. He refused and took his idea to 

New Line Cinema, where he was told that two movies would 
not be enough. Instead, they would finance an entire trilogy. 

July 1: Liv Tyler (Arwen) turns 38 

July 1: Dominic Keating (Galion) turns 53 

July 16: Calum Gittins (Haleth) turns 29 

July 18: Sarah McLeod (Rosie Cotton) turns 44 

July 19 : Benedict Cumberbatch (Necromancer, voice of Smaug) turns 39 

What If… 

...Gandalf had taken the Ring from Frodo in Bag End? 

…Frodo hadn’t claimed the Ring in Mount Doom? 

…the Eagles were on Sauron’s side? 

Cast and Crew Birthdays in July 



 

 

Did You Notice? 

During Boromir’s death scene in the movie, when Aragorn runs to him after killing Lurtz, one of the sup-
posedly dead Orcs looks up to see what’s going on! 

Also, when Aragorn is speaking to Boromir a few moments later, Boromir’s hand is on Aragorn’s shoul-
der from one angle but not from the other. 



 

Test Your LotR Knowledge! 

1. What does Legolas see when he looks towards Isengard? 

2. Is it the first, second, or third day of Théoden's riding that Ceorl 

meets the army? 

3. Who defends Gandalf to the doubting guardsman? 

4. What is the name of Eomer’s sword? 

5. What frightens the orcs in charge of destroying the gates? 

6. Who saves Éomer from the surprise attack? 

7. How do the orcs destroy the deeping Wall? 

8. After the horn of Helm is blown, what terrifies the orcs into defeat? 

9. What happens to the enemies who flee? 

10. With which seemingly lost Rohirric leader does Gandalf return? 

Answers can be found in the chapter ‘Helm’s Deep’ from The Two Towers. 

Quote  

Of 

The 

Month 

“...the wide world is all about you: 

you can fence yourselves in, but you 

cannot forever fence it out...” 

 -Gandalf 



 

The One Ring 

By Rachel Greenleaf 

A piece of round metal 

That shines bright and gold. 

A thing of great beauty 

and charm to behold. 

 

A small and plain thing 

That is weighty to feel 

Yet once put on the finger 

Doth nothing reveal. 

 

It calls to the darkness 

And beckons its Lord 

And tempts well the wearer 

To its will and accord. 

 

Encompasses nothing 

A bottomless void. 

The One Ring of Sauron 

That must be destroyed. 

Language Corner 

Useful Elvish Phrases 

English 
 

Yes 

No 

Thank you 

Well met 

Farewell 

Good night 

I’m sorry (lit. I ask your forgiveness) 

I love you 

Look behind you 

My name is… 

You’re late 

May peace be with you 

Quenya 
 

Ná 

Baw 

Hannon le 

Mae govannen 

Namárië 

Mára lomë 

Maquentyë avatyalda 

Le melon 

En canatye 

Essenya ná… 

Le abdollen 

Nai sérë na as lye 



 Smith of Wootton Major 

By Kathryn Finca 

 

J.R.R. Tolkien wrote many tales and stories in his life-
time. The more well-known include his famous The Lord 
of the Rings and The Hobbit, as well as the rest of the 
books concerning the realm of Middle-earth. But Tol-
kien wrote other stories too, ones that were not explic-
itly connected with Hobbits and Elves. Farmer Giles of 
Ham, Tree and Leaf, Roverandom, and Smith of 
Wootton Major are just a few of these other works, 
which, though short, can be as insightful and enjoyable 
to read as his novels. Although Tolkien despised allegory 
and did his best to avoid it wherever he saw its pres-
ence, some of these smaller tales do have seemingly 
allegorical messages. I believe that this is because his 
stories are built on the framework of the Catholic faith, 
and the beauty he saw in it. In this essay I will be exam-
ining a character from Smith of Wootton Major and how 
his life can be analogous to living as a Christian. 

When Smith receives the fay-star and claps it to his fore-
head, he has unknowingly put on himself the mark of 
Faery. There are not many people that directly see the 
star, though it is not invisible, but they do notice other 
things about him. The light of the star began to make 
beautiful other attributes, and this made him stand out 
in a good way from other people. Something about him 
was special, was beautiful, and became moreso as he 
grew up. “People liked to hear him speak, even if it was 

no more than a 
‘good morning’.”1 
In the same way 
that Smith is 
marked by the 
fay-star, we who 
are marked as 
Christians should 
be different as 
well. We do not 
have songs of 
Faery in our 
hearts, but in 

calling ourselves Christians we should reflect Christ in 
our actions and words. In the words of Paul, “The fruits 
of the Spirit are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.”2 All 
these make a beautiful person, and one whom people 
will hopefully view in the same light as they view Smith. 

As Smith ventures 
more and more 
often into the land 
of Faery, he also 
learns more and 
more. At first he is 
guided, but then he 
begins to explore 
the country without 
guides. He comes 
across things of 
great and terrible 
beauty, he sees evils 
that he knows are 
too great for any 
mortal to face, he is 
hunted by the wind, 
and he even en-
counters the Faery 
Queen herself, 
though she is much greater than he had ever imagined. 
Smith’s thirst for knowledge and his desire to know 
more and come to the heart of the realm of Faery is an-
other similarity with how we as Christians should live. 
We should not be content with merely having access to 
God’s Word, but we should explore it deeply, learn from 
it, live in it, and be fully enriched by it. Through the Bi-
ble, we can catch glimpses and reflections of God Him-
self, something that every Christian should seek. 

In the end, Smith must give up the fay-star. But he does 
not let what he has learned from it go to waste. He un-
derstands how fortunate he was to have such a gift, and 
he begins telling his son the whole story, for he now has 
learned much and can pass some of it on. Likewise, he 
passes on the star, the passion for Faery, to another 
who will learn from it just as he did. Smith is spreading 
the good news, which is what Christians should do as 
well. The gospel is our gift, that we must tell others and 
pass on so that more will come to know and understand 
it. This is the great commission: Christ said that we are 
to “go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.”3 As Smith was told in, a man-
ner of speaking, to bring Faery into his world, we are 
told to bring the gospel message to every corner of our 
own. 

“Though not many 

people directly see 

the star, they do 

notice other things 

about Smith.” 



 In the foreword to The Fellowship of the Ring, Tol-
kien writes, “I think that many confuse 
‘applicability’ with ‘allegory’; but the one resides in 
the freedom of the reader, and the other in the 
purposed domination of the author.”4 In this essay I 
have applied the journey of Smith to what the jour-
ney of a Christian should resemble. In the first 
place, there should be something different about 
us, a way in which we go about our business that 
catches the eye. Secondly, we should live with a 
desire to know more about God and His word. And 
thirdly, we should spread the good news as much 
as we can, whole-heartedly passing on the gospel 
so that others may experience the same joy and 
knowledge that we do. Smith of Wootton Major is 
a beautiful man – we should strive to live equally 
beautiful lives. 
 
Footnotes:  

 
1Smith of Wootton Major, J.R.R. Tolkien, pg. 13 (Allen and Un-
win)  
2 Galatians 5:22-23a (NIV)  
3 Matthew 28: 19-20 (NIV)  
4 The Lord of the Rings, Foreword to the Second Edition, J.R.R. 

Tolkien, pg. 19 (HarperCollins)  

JOKES! 
 

Q. What do you call a wizard who knows how to hit a little white 
ball with a club? 

A. Cangolf! 

 

Q. Why did the Dwarves leave Erebor? 

A. They didn’t like pollution—there was too much Smaug! 



 

Hobbit Fun  

Matching Game 

 

 

J.R.R. Tolkien often had many different names for his characters with a wide variety of meaning. Can 
you match each character to their less well-known name? (Answers and explanations on last page.) 

 

Gandalf 

Aragorn 

Boromir 

Legolas 

Gimli 

Frodo 

Samwise 

Merry 

Pippin 

Elrond 

Galadriel 

Saruman 

Arwen 

Lock-bearer 

Elessar 

Esquire of Rohan 

Lady of Light 

Mayor of Hobbiton 

Son of Gondor 

Greenleaf 

Ringbearer 

Curunír 

UndÓmiel 

Mithrandir 

Half-elven 

Thain 



 

Did You Know? 

“One Ring to rule them all, one Ring to find them…”  

The Ring poem has become one of the classic lines from Middle-earth, and is probably the most 
repeated poem in the book. But the origins of the epic rhyme are quite surprising—Tolkien 

thought it up while he was taking a bath! 

Would You Rather... 

1. ...be captured by Elves OR spiders in Mirkwood? 

2. ...have Gandalf OR Radagast for an uncle? 

3. ...fight on a horse OR in a barrel? 

4. ...hear Gollum speaking Spanish OR French? 

5. ...listen to the Rohan theme OR the Gondor theme for 10 

hours straight? 

6. ...read The Lord of the Rings OR The Hobbit? 

7. ...watch The Lord of the Rings OR The Hobbit? 

8. ...have Denethor as a father OR no parents at all? 

9. ...have a hot bath to warm up OR sit in front of a crackling 

fire? 

10. ...take the Paths of the Dead OR look into a palantír? 

Something to Think About 

What makes each of the languages Tolkien created so unique?  



 

The Patchwork Quilt of Middle-earth 

By I. Salogel 

“Tolkien was a storyteller of genius” reads one of the re-
views on the back cover of my copy of The Return of the 
King.  The words suggest that Tolkien created a story which 
shows the ingenuity and inventiveness of his mind.  This is 
true to some degree, but there is much more to Middle-
earth than simple imagination.  He took bits and pieces from 
all sorts of history, myth, reality, and even bedtime stories 
he used to tell his children!  To be sure, there were many 
ideas and concepts that came out of his own head – the 
Elves, for example – but there was a whole big mixing bowl 

of stuff that became 
the incredible world 
of Middle-earth as we 
know it.  In this article 
we’ll be looking at 
some of the fasci-
nating things that Tol-
kien incorporated into 
his made-up world. 

Let’s start with dates.  
Tolkien enjoyed histo-

ry, real and myth, much over fiction and allegory, and 
thought of it as a grand story.  One of his main reasons for 
creating Middle-earth was so that England could have a his-
tory, a mythology, of its own.  He began writing bits of The 
Silmarillion in 1917 when he was fighting in the trenches.  
Though Tolkien did not like to think of history as a collection 
of dates and places, dates were still very important to him, 
and this comes out in his books.  The date Sauron was de-
stroyed, March 25 by our calendar, is not only an important 
day in Middle-earth.  Until 1751 England’s New Year started 
on March 25.  Also, being Catholic, Tolkien would’ve known 
that March 25th is the day when Mary was supposed to 
have been visited by the angel Gabriel.  Another thing which 
cannot be mere coincidence is the day on which the Fellow-
ship leaves Rivendell to set out on the quest to destroy the 
Ring: December 25.  We of course recognize this day as 
Christmas, the day on which we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  
March 1st, May 1st, and September 22nd were also seem-
ingly important dates to Tolkien.  March 1 was the birthday 
and death day of Aragorn, May 1 was Aragorn’s coronation 
and the date of Samwise and Rosie’s marriage, and Septem-
ber 22, besides being the birthday of Frodo and Bilbo, was 
the day the Black Riders entered the Shire, the day Saruman 
came to the Shire, the day Frodo met the keepers of the 
three Elven Rings, and the day that Samwise left Middle-
earth.  

Tolkien also placed a lot of value in names.  As many people 
know, almost all the names in LOTR mean something in Elv-
ish.  Another main reason why he wrote LOTR was as an ex-

planation for his invented languages.  However, Tolkien did-
n’t make up the Elvish tongues just from scratch.  They are 
largely influenced by Gaelic and Icelandic, two languages 
which J.R.R.T. was very familiar with.  The kingdom of Rohan 
and its culture and language is derived in a major way from 
the epic Beowulf.  King Théoden’s golden hall of Meduseld is 
almost exactly like Beowulf’s golden hall, also named Medu-
seld, and the Rohirric language is a variant of Old English 
which makes sense, seeing as Tolkien was a professor of 
Anglo-Saxon at Oxford.  He shows his knowledge of this lan-
guage again in the clever naming of the Ettenmoors, an area 
north of Rivendell which was basically where trolls lived.  
“Ettin” or “eten” is the Old English word for giant.1  Tolkien 
also took from the English legends of King Arthur and Came-
lot.  The legends of King Arthur are considered by many to 
be England’s mythology, but in fact these stories are a com-
pilation of many different backgrounds, mainly French.  Tol-
kien does give a nod to the myths, however, by using the 
name Avalónnë as the shore city on the island of Atalantë: 
similar to the city of Avalon on Atlantis. 

But myth and history weren’t the only things he used for 
inspiration.  Tom Bombadil, the strange being who lives in 
the Old Forest, was actually based off a doll that belonged 
to one of Tolkien’s children.  The doll had yellow boots and 
a blue coat and Tolkien used to make up bedtime stories 
about it, which he later incorporated into his book.  The 
concept of the Ents and Fangorn Forest came from one of 
Tolkien’s sons who wanted his father to put a forest that 
wanted revenge into his story.  Another reason this idea 
took off was because when Tolkien was a child, he had gone 
to a play of Macbeth and was enthralled when the forest 
began moving towards the castle.  He was disgusted when it 
was revealed 
as simply a 
trick, thinking 
that if this 
was a made-
up story, the 
forest should 
be able to 
move!  Thus, 
when he 
wrote his 
own made-up 
story, he cre-
ated a forest where the trees could indeed walk about.  An-
other part of Tolkien’s life which he used in Lord of the 
Rings was his experiences from WW1.  He went to the 
trenches with many of his friends, and was one of the only 
ones who survived.  He knew the terror, shock and horror of 
war firsthand.  His childhood had been full of death as well: 
his father died when he was very young, and his mother 
when he was only 12 years old.  People have said that the 
main theme of Tolkien’s work is death, and I think there is 

“There is much 

more to Middle-

earth than sim-

ple imagination.” 



 

probably some truth to this statement.  By incorporating 
many of his own experiences into his books, death does 
play a prominent part in LOTR. 

But death isn’t the only theme.  Tolkien used the Bible as a 
jumping off point for nearly all of his work, whether taking 
ideas from stories or from major lessons that the Scrip-
tures teach.  One of the most obvious parallels is when the 
Black Riders chase Frodo to Rivendell and are washed 
away in the flood.  It is close to the story of the Red Sea 
and Moses leading the Israelites out of Egypt, although 
different at the same time, for the Black Riders were a 
much stronger and darker force of power than the Egyp-
tians, and Elrond, who commanded the flood, is certainly 
not a god-like figurehead.  Another example is the fall of 
the Vala Morgoth which is similar to the fall of the angel 
Lucifer.  Both were heavenly spirits, corrupted and lusting 
after power and dominion.  Glimpses of Scripture can be 
found throughout the text of LOTR.  Gandalf’s words about 
Gríma, “See, Théoden, here is a snake!”2, suggest cunning 
and malicious lies, just like the snake in Genesis 3:1 which 
says, “Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the 
wild animals the Lord God had made.”  Even Gríma’s name, 
Wormtongue, indicates the sly words and lies of a worm, a 
serpent.  Another small Bible reference I have discovered 
comes from Job 39:21-25, which speaks of a great horse: 

 (The horse) paws fiercely, rejoicing in his strength, 

  and charges into the fray. 

 He laughs at fear, afraid of nothing; 

  he does not shy away from the sword. 

 The quiver rattles against his side, 

  along with the flashing spear and lance. 

 In frenzied excitement he eats up the ground; 

  he cannot stand still when the trumpet sounds. 

 At the blast of the trumpet he snorts, ‘Aha!’ 

  He catches the scent of battle from afar, 

  the shout of commanders and the battle cry.  

This illustration describes Gandalf’s great horse Shadowfax 
almost exactly.  I don’t know if Tolkien based Shadowfax 
on the passage or not, but either way it is an interesting 
comparison.  The Ring of Power is another thing we can 
look at under Biblical inspiration.  Though it does not have 
a direct parallel, it embodies evil, and instigates everything 
which is counted as sinful in the Bible: lust, greed, dissen-
sion, jealousy, mistrust, even murder; Sméagol murdered 
his best friend for the Ring.  The Ring is almost like a visual 
representation of the slippery slope to sin. 

So as you can see, The Lord of the Rings is not by any 
means composed of completely original material.  The 
dates and times are often laced with significance, either 
within the land of Middle-earth itself, or important days 
from our world.  The names, languages and characters are 
full of connections to mythical and historical references, or 
just to Tolkien’s life and experiences in general.  And lastly, 
Biblical themes were a huge inspiration to the entire work, 
from passages and stories to underlying messages.  Tol-
kien’s amazing world is a great patchwork quilt of different 
aspects of our world all cleverly woven and stitched to-
gether to create the foundation of what we know as Mid-
dle-earth. 

 

Footnotes: 

1 It is interesting to note that C.S. Lewis used this word as well in 

Narnia; the Ettinsmoor being the place where the giants lived.  

2 The Two Towers, J.R.R. Tolkien, pg. 509 (Harper-Collins)  



 

Did You Know? 

Peter Jackson would often mimic what he 
wanted his actors to do with a character be-

fore it was shot. While filming Saruman’s 
death scene, Jackson was attempting to ex-
plain to Christopher Lee how to sound when 
he got stabbed in the back. Lee, however, a 
WW2 veteran with the British special forces, 

informed Jackson that when someone is 
stabbed in the back they make no sound at all 

for the breath is thrust out of them by the 
blade, which he knew from having witnessed 

just such an event.  

August 1: Cameron Rhodes (Farmer Maggot) turns 48 

August 3: Evangeline Lilly (Tauriel) turns 36 

August 20: Sylvester McCoy (Radagast) turns 72 

August 20: Alan Lee (artist) turns 68 

August 20: John Noble (Denethor) turns 67 

August 21: John Howe (artist) turns 58 

August 22: Richard Armitage (Thorin) turns 44 

August 28: Billy Boyd (Pippin) turns 47 

Cast and Crew Birthdays in August 



 

 
 

A Shortcut to Mordor 

By Daisy Perian 
 
 

 

"I will take the Ring to Mordor!" cried Frodo, and the arguing ceased. He faltered, looking around, and then 
said quietly, "Although, I do not know the way." 

"You don't know the way to Mordor?" said Gimli in astonishment. "You just keep on walking until --" 

"One does not simply walk into Mordor, fool," said Boromir. 

"And my legs are short, it'd be an awfully long way," agreed Frodo morosely. 

"There is another way," remarked Aragorn. 

"And what would a Ranger know of this matter?" asked Boromir in disgust. 

"That is no mere Ranger!" exclaimed Legolas. "He is Aragorn, son of Arathorn. You owe him your allegiance." 

"As you wish, I care not," said Boromir. "But you still have not said what this other way to get to Mordor is." 

"It had better not involve eagles," muttered Gandalf. 

"It doesn't," smiled Aragorn. "Follow me." 

Everyone got up and followed the Ranger to a ring of trees. Aragorn went up to a branch and pulled it back 
proudly to reveal a large mud-splattered truck. "Frodo," he said. "You have my Ford." 



 

The Gondorian Gazette 

Latest news from the Eagles? Most recent shenanigans from the Shire? We bring you all the newest and most exciting 
stories about goings on in the Tolkien fandom  

 

-Hobbit Village: In Paşabahçe, Turkey, there is a building project going on to create modern, 
functioning Hobbit holes to rent out to the general public. The goal is to build 50-60 houses, 
some with a more new age look, others with a more rustic style as in the movie. The hope is 
to increase tourism in the area—there’s a good chance it will succeed! 

-Ant-Man: Marvel Universe’s Ant-Man hits theatres 
on July 17. If you enjoyed Evangeline Lilly’s 
performance as Tauriel, then go check this movie out! 
She plays the character of Hope van Dyne, the main 
female lead in the movie. 

-Saturn Awards: The Battle of the Five Armies did 
pretty poorly at the Oscars… but it has been slightly 
redeemed at the Saturn Awards, winning the Best 
Fantasy Film Release award. Also, Richard Armitage won the Best Supporting Actor in a Film 
award for his performance as Thorin. Not bad! 

-Extended Edition: It looks like the tentative date for the UK release of the Extended Edition 
of The Battle of the Five Armies is set for November 16. The US/Canada release is rumoured 
to be around November 3 but there are no confirmed reports for the rumour. There are an 
estimated 30 minutes of extra footage for the final movie, as well as over 9 hours of bonus 
features! 

-Tolkien letters: Those lucky people who own letters written to them by J.R.R. Tolkien are 
very lucky indeed—such letters are worth between $8,000 and $12,000 dollars, and their val-
ue will only increase as they grow older! 

-Song of Durin: Many Tolkien fans are familiar with Peter Hollens, the acapella YouTube 
artist who has made covers of almost every one LotR and Hobbit songs. His latest Middle-
earth instalment however is a version of Song of Durin, a song written by a different artist by 
the name of Eurielle. It is a beautiful song, and captures well the longing of the Dwarves for 
the ancient home. You can listen to the original here and Peter Hollens’ version here. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZdGE8_fOMM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MlqG7B598XI


 

Answers and Explanations  

 

Quotes and Characters  

Gandalf: “Two eyes, as often as I can spare them.” He said this to Bilbo after being asked to keep an eye on Fro-

do. 

Samwise: “There ain’t no eaves at Bag End, and that’s a fact!” He said this to Gandalf after being accused of 

eavesdropping. 

Gimli: “Do as you please in your madness, but let me first get down form this horse!” He said this to Legolas when 

the Elf was about to ride into Fangorn after setting eyes on the trees. 

Merry: “When Treebeard had got a few arrows in him, he began to warm up, to get positively ‘hasty’ as he was 

say.” He said this while explaining to Gimli and Legolas what the Ents did at Isengard. 

Legolas: “I do not doubt it. But you are a dwarf, and dwarves are strange folk.” He said this to Gimli when the Dwarf 

boasted that given a year, he and a hundred of his kin could make Helm’s Deep an impenetrable fortress. 

Aragorn: “None knows what the new day shall bring him. Get you gone ere it turn to your evil.” He said this to the 

army of Orcs at Helm’s Deep. 

Pippin: “And most of my songs are about things that make us laugh; or about food and drink, of course.” He said 

this to Denethor after being requested to sing a song.  

Frodo: “I am wounded, wounded; it will never really heal.” He said this to Sam about a year after he was stabbed on 

Weathertop. 

Boromir: “Go to Minas Tirith and save my people! I have failed.” He said this to Aragorn as he was dying. They were 

his last words. 

 

Matching Game 

Gandalf: Mithrandir (The Elves called him by this name—it meant ‘Grey Wanderer’) 

Aragorn: Elessar (It meant ‘Elfstone’ and stood for a gem which signified his right to rule) 

Boromir: Son of Gondor (He was first in line for the Steward’s Seat in the White City) 

Legolas: Greenleaf (A literal translation of the name ‘Legolas’) 

Gimli: Lock-bearer (This name was given to him by Galadriel, since she had gifted him with three hairs from her 

head) 

Frodo: Ringbearer (He bore this name as acknowledgement of his task to carry the One Ring) 

Samwise: Mayor of Hobbiton (After the War of the Ring, Sam was elected mayor for seven consecutive sessions) 

Merry: Esquire of Rohan (He was given this title after pledging allegiance to Théoden) 

Pippin: Thain (This signified that he became the head of the Took clan) 

Elrond: Half-elven (Early in his life, Elrond and his brother Elros were given a choice to become fully Elf or fully Man. 

Elros chose the life of Man, while Elrond chose the mortality of the Elves. The name Half-elven never changed.) 

Galadriel: Lady of Light (She was called this because she was the guardian of Lothlórien and a bearer of one of the 

Three Elven rings, Nenya) 

Saruman: Curunír (The Elves called him by this name—it meant ‘Crafty One’) 


