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Language Corner 

Quenya 
 

Tintila, tintila titta tingilya 

Manen elmendanya mana nàlyë! 

Amor Ambar antara, 

Ve calima mire imi menel. 

Tintila, tintila titta tingilya 

Manen elmendanya mana nàlyë! 

Twinkle, Twinkle 

A Song to Elbereth and Lúthien 

By Ellie C. Prins 

Amid the grass and flowers bright 
A silvery voice rose there 
“Oh, Elbereth! Gilthoniel! 

Oh, Lúthien the Fair! 

“Oh, Mother of the shining stars, 
The Giver of my own life-breath; 

Fanuilos, le linnathon! 
Gilthoniel! Oh, Elbereth!” 

And as the pure voice died away, 
A second voice was lifted nigh, 

“I sing my praise to none but thee, 
Lúthien, lady most high! 

“Elbereth, most blesséd star, 
In you is long-lost myth reborn! 

You washed my flowing tears away, 
Oh, Elbereth, with naught to mourn. 

“Oh, beauteous Elven Maid of old, 
I tári Endorenna utúlien – 

The Queen has returned to the world of Men 
Oh, Fairest Lady Lúthien!” 

The names of Lúthien and the Star 
Were praiséd with Elves’ endless love. 

Dark-haired Lúthien Tinúviel; 
Star-lit Elbereth of the heavens above. 

Common Tongue 
 

Twinkle, twinkle little star 

How I wonder what you are! 

Up above the world so high, 

Like a diamond in the sky. 

Twinkle, twinkle little star 

How I wonder what you are! 

 
 



 Eowyn: Ice or Rain 

By I. Salogel 

When Peter Jackson decided to make The Lord of the Rings into a 

movie, he had to change some of the storyline. He also made some 

changes to the characters. Many of these are subtle, like the fact 

that Merry and Pippin are slightly less intelligent than the books 

make them out to be. Some are drastic, like the figure of Galadriel, 

which has caused huge outrage on the side of the book fans, or 

Faramir, who earned the same reaction. Most of the time, Peter 

Jackson’s decisions to change characters were acceptable, and even 

welcomed in the case of certain people like Arwen and Gimli. But 

with Éowyn, the lady of Rohan, she is much different than in the 

book, although not many people can pinpoint why. In this article, 

I’ll be discussing a few ways in which Jackson’s Éowyn disagrees 

with the woman Tolkien created. 

To start with, let’s look at how Éowyn is described in the book. 

Grave and thoughtful was her glance, as she looked on the 

king with cool pity in her eyes. Very fair was her face, and 

her long hair was like a river of gold. Slender and tall she 

was in her white robe, girt with silver; but strong she 

seemed and stern as steel, a daughter of kings… and 

thought her fair, fair and cold, like a morning of pale 

spring…1 

From this description, we gain an image of a young woman who is 

proud and closed. She does not seem to hold much emotion on the 

exterior, but a closer look might reveal a deeper understanding or 

her. She does not hate all; but neither does she appear to love all. 

Yet for all her icy exterior, she is fair; fair of face, and with hair of 

rippling gold. Now our image broadens, and she cannot be a 

pinched, wasted thing as we want her to be by only looking at her 

character. She is young, but 

lacking the youthful vigor 

found in others of her age, 

old beyond her years. She is 

delicate and feminine, but 

strong and steely. The 

Éowyn painted by Tolkien is 

at its best portrayed by 

Aragorn’s thoughts: fair, fair 

and cold. 

Now, we look at Peter Jackson’s version of this character. When we 

first meet Éowyn in the movie, she is rushing into her cousin’s bed-

room, frantic, near tears, and altogether extremely emotional. 

When Grima tries to talk to her after Theodred has died, her final 

response, “Leave me alone, snake!” is spoken with trembling fury, 

instead of the cool, clear, calm strength of mind that the book de-

scribes. (In fact, I highly doubt that the Grima from the movie 

would have dared to speak so boldly to Tolkien’s Éowyn…) When 

she meets Faramir in the book, in the houses of healing, Éowyn 

does not instantly fall in love. Faramir first gets to know her, and 

then wheedles out the girlhood that had long lain dormant. In the 

movie, Faramir smiles an all-knowing smile, and Éowyn falls for it 

immediately, making for a confusing storyline, as she had seemed 

to be passionately in love with Aragorn only half an hour before.  

This brings us to another differ-

ence: the way that Éowyn loves 

Aragorn. In the movie, it be-

comes an obvious lovey-dovey 

plot line, with Aragorn torment-

ed about whether to choose 

Arwen, whom he may never see 

again, or Éowyn, the young and 

innocent girl who would gladly 

accept him. There were also 

several different scenes made 

up in the movie, in which it al-

most appeared that Aragorn 

was in love with Éowyn, instead 

of vice-versa; she then suddenly 

goes for him as he inconveniently turns back to Arwen. This is com-

pletely different than their relationship in the book. Éowyn does not 

love Aragorn simply because she likes him, or worse, because he 

likes her. Again, Tolkien explains this through the words of one of 

his characters. This time, it is Faramir, when explaining to Éowyn 

how she feels about Aragorn. 

“You desired to have the love of the Lord Aragorn. Be-

cause he was high and puissant, and you wished to have 

renown and glory and to be lifted far above the mean 

things that crawl on the earth. And as a great captain may 

seem to a young soldier, he seemed to you admirable. For 

so he is, a lord among men, the greatest that now is. But 

when he gave you only understanding and pity, then you 

desired to have nothing, unless a brave death in battle.”2 

So we see that it is not the fact that Éowyn loves Aragorn. She ad-

mires him for his bravery, and thinks that she would love him be-

cause it would mean renown to her. But when Aragorn does not 

give her love, she becomes confused, and wishes for nothing, ex-

cept to die valiantly. We do not see hide nor hair of this Éowyn in 

the movie.    

I have one more proof to explain the difference between the movie 

and book Éowyn, and this is the reaction to Théoden’s awakening. 

With Tolkien’s Éowyn, she was standing behind the king’s chair 

when the company entered the hall. She did not become fright-

ened when Gandalf freed her uncle, and have to be held back. She 

ran to support him when it was needed, and did his will without 

question when he bid her leave him. She was silent, calculating and 

unsearchable. The movie Éowyn on the other hand, is rational, 

quick to judge, and behaves very much like a school girl. The impact 

Éowyn makes on us in the book is that she is a lover of battle, but 

“Éowyn and Aragorn 

have a completely 

different relation-

ship in the book 

than in the movie.” 



 
obedient to the commands of her Uncle, and however much she 

might hate them, she kept her bitter words for herself. We know 

this is what Tolkien intended because of the words Gandalf speaks 

to Éomer in the Houses of Healing: 

“My friend,” said Gandalf, “you had horses, and deeds of 

arms, and the free fields; but she, born in the body of a 

maid, had a spirit and courage at least the match of yours. 

Yet she was doomed to wait upon an old man, whom she 

loved as a father, and watch him falling into a mean dis-

honored dotage; and her part seemed to her more igno-

ble than that of the staff he leaned on…who knows what 

she spoke to the darkness, alone, in the bitter watches of 

the night, when all her lifer seemed shrinking, and the 

walls of her bower closing in about her, a hutch to tram-

mel some wild thing in?”3 

Jackson tried to copy this form of Éowyn by transferring that quote 

to Grima, but it didn’t work, and her character in the movie be-

came an extremely controversial and unstable one. 

So now, as we come to the conclusion, the question which begs to 

be asked is, Which Éowyn is better? For many people, this distinc-

tion is easy. If they are book lovers, Tolkien’s Éowyn. If they are 

book lovers, but also like the movie (and Miranda Otto), Peter Jack-

son’s Éowyn. I believe that the choice of which Éowyn is better 

comes down to what is more like how you imagined her. I love the 

books and the movies both with fervor, but in my opinion, the fair 

and cold Éowyn of Tolkien’s imagination rings truer than the girlish 

version of Peter Jackson. This being said, I have nothing against 

Miranda Otto; on the contrary, 

I think she is one of the best 

actors in the film, but I don’t 

like her portrayal of Éowyn as 

much as I am captivated by 

the book character. All in all, I 

believe that though he ex-

celled with translating The 

Lord of the Rings in most re-

spects, Peter Jackson fell griev-

ously short when it came to 

the character of Éowyn; 

melting the icy crystal of Tol-

kien’s pages into a watery 

raindrop.  

 

Footnotes:  

1 The Two Towers, J.R.R. Tolkien, pg. 504 (HarperCollins)  

2 The Return of the King, J.R.R. Tolkien, pg. 943 (HarperCollins)  

3 Ibid, pg. 849  

JOKES! 
 

Q. What is the Witch-king’s favourite book? 

A. The Grapes of Wraith!  

 

Q. Why didn’t Tom Bombadil answer the phone? 

A. Because the Ring had no effect on him! 



 

Hobbit Fun  

Mouth Matching 
 

 

Aragorn 

Arwen 

Boromir 

Elrond 

Eomer 

Eowyn 

Faramir 

Frodo 

Galadriel 

Gandalf 

Gimli 

Legolas 

Merry 

Pippin 

Sam 

Saruman 

It’s one thing to identify characters, but can you identify 

them by a single body part? Do your best to match each name to 

its corresponding mouth in the puzzle. (Answers on last page) 

1.    2.    3.    4. 

 

 

 

5.    6.    7.    8. 

 

 

 

9.    10.    11.     12. 

 

 

 

13.    14.    15.    16. 



 

 
 

Gilbert and...Théoden? 
 

A spoof of the classic Gilbert and Sullivan song, “I Am the Very Model of a Modern Major General” 
 

Théoden sings.... 

I am the very model of a mediaeval Anglian 

The truth of this suffuses every nerve and every ganglion 

While some proclaim my folc (1) to be Germanic (miscellaneous) 

I am in fact bewildered by this theory extra-aneous 

I'm neither Lombard, Hun or Goth or any of that eastern crowd 

We're Anglo-Saxon to the core although we fight on horses proud 

Some seem to think our armour bright could easily be Persian 

But it is plain to see that it is mediaeval Mercian  

Chorus:  

But it is plain to see that it is mediaeval Mercian 

But it is plain to see that it is mediaeval Mercian 

But it is plain to see that it is mediaeval Merci-Mercian  

Théoden...  

We are the very model of the pre-Normanic Angelcynn (2) 

We show it in the way we dress and in the way our songs are sung 

In normal conversation we employ the language Mercian 

And when we wish to swear, by h—-! we don't just swear, we cursian (3) 

Our poetry's alliterative - it hardly ever rhymes at all 

We gather round mead benches and tell epics in our Saxon hall 

In matters of the hearth and hall, the homestead and the open weald 

We are the very model of a mediaeval gefeald (4)  

Chorus:  

They are the very model of a mediaeval gefeald 

They are the very model of a mediaeval gefeald 

They are the very model of a mediaeval gefe- gefeald  

Théoden...  

I am the very model of a hlaford (5) straight from Beowulf 

We go by names like Fram and Gram and Erkenbrand, Eorl and Wulf 

My hall of Meduseld which shines like gold under the sunne (6) hot 

Is obviously modelled on King Hrothgar's home of Heorot 

In fact we are not modelled on the Anglians historical 

We're more akin to mediaeval Mercians poetical 

But be that as it may I offer up this statement once again 

I am the very model of a mediaeval Anglian! 
 

(1) folc OE (pron. FOL-K) = people 

(2) Angelcynn OE (pron. AN-GEL-Cuunn) = the English people 

(3) cursian OE (pron. KURS-EE-AN) = to curse 

(4) gefeald OE (pron. YE-FE-ALD) = domain 

(5) hlaford OE (pron. HLA-VORD) = lord 

(6) sunne OE (pron. SUUN-NE) = sun 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2OcbeGqbpU
http://flyingmoose.org/tolksarc/theories/medieval.htm#notes
http://flyingmoose.org/tolksarc/theories/medieval.htm#notes
http://flyingmoose.org/tolksarc/theories/medieval.htm#notes
http://flyingmoose.org/tolksarc/theories/medieval.htm#notes
http://flyingmoose.org/tolksarc/theories/medieval.htm#notes
http://flyingmoose.org/tolksarc/theories/medieval.htm#notes


 

Did You Know? 

Many people feel that the character of Tom Bombadil was a hamper to the story in The Lord of 
the Rings and applaud the movie adaptations for cutting him. Tolkien, however, was completely 
enamored with the character! He wrote a separate book of whimsical poetry called The Adven-

tures of Tom Bombadil and even considered making The Hobbit about Tom instead of Bilbo!  

Would You Rather... 

1. ...have Elf ears OR Hobbit feet? 

2. ...visit Rivendell OR Rohan? 

3. ...live like an Ent OR an Orc? 

4. ...eat Lembas OR drink miruvor? 

5. ...see some of Gandalf’s fireworks OR look into Galadriel’s 

mirror? 

6. ...be in Middle-earth during The Hobbit OR The Lord of the 

Rings? 

7. ...fight a dragon OR a Balrog? 

8. ...never go on any adventures OR die on one? 

9. ...sound Boromir’s horn OR use his shield? 

10. ...meet J.R.R. Tolkien OR Peter Jackson? 

Something to Think About 

Do you think that Hobbits are more closely related to Humans or 
Dwarves? 



 

Original or Stereotyped 

By Benita Prins 

I’m sure the claim that Tolkien created very stereotypical 
female characters is familiar to many of our readers. This 
idea is of course quite without basis; Éowyn in especial 
comes to mind. However, whilst Tolkien can be cleared of 
this charge, perhaps Peter Jackson cannot be. His Arwen is 
undeniably far different from Tolkien’s original character. I 
would like to look at the character of Arwen in the books 
and Arwen in the movies, and then decide in which medium 
she is more cliché. 

In The Lord of the 
Rings book, we see 
very little of Arwen 
(other than in the 
appendices). She is 
mentioned first at the 
feast in Rivendell, and 
Tolkien describes her 
in detail, saying that 
Frodo had never be-
fore seen “such loveli-

ness in living thing.”1 After this she is barely mentioned save 
in passing until The Return of the King when Aragorn re-
ceives the banner which she made for him. And again she 
basically drops out of the story until she arrives with her 
father in Minas Tirith. 

The scriptwriters for the film expanded this small part sig-
nificantly. Replacing Glorfindel, Arwen saves Frodo from the 
Black Riders. She becomes a greater motivation for 
Aragorn’s character, several times encouraging him before 
the Fellowship departs from Rivendell (this mostly in flash-
backs later on). A subplot is added in which she allows El-
rond to convince her to take the ship from Middle-earth and 
almost goes through with it, only returning when she sees a 
vision of her and Aragorn’s hypothetical future son. Her sub-
sequent loss of immortal Elven life is played for all it’s 
worth. Near the end of The Return of the King, she and 
Aragorn are reunited at his coronation and the love story 
comes to a happy end. 

In the books, we see barely enough of Arwen to know much 
about her. We know little more than that she is the daugh-
ter of Elrond, as lovely as Lúthien2; the romance between 
herself and Aragorn is merely hinted at until her coming to 
Minas Tirith. Going by this minimal information, she may 
indeed seem stereotyped. However, there is something else 
to be considered. In most of fantasy literature, the gorgeous 
female sidekick is given a main part to play, especially in 
motivating the hero. Tolkien does not give any such role to 
his Arwen; she is in fact one of the least-mentioned charac-
ters throughout the book. 

This mistake, however, is committed by the scriptwriting 
trio.3 Out of Arwen’s ten or so appearances across the three 
films, four involve her giving Aragorn ‘pep talks’ or other-
wise encouraging or helping him. Approximately the same 
number of scenes is devoted to her teary departure from 
and return to Rivendell and the consequences of her choice 
to remain. 

Whilst there is little of which to accuse Tolkien, there is 
much of which to accuse the scriptwriters. Arwen’s first ap-
pearance, in which she rescues Frodo, seems an attempt to 
portray her as an action heroine4; during the rest of the film 
trilogy her character goes downhill until she becomes mere-
ly the mighty warrior’s gorgeous but wimpy love interest. 
This may seem harsh, but I believe it is true. It is clearly in 
the films that she is a stereotype, not the book. 

 

Footnotes: 

1J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring (London: Unwin-Hyman, 
1954), 239.  

2Cf. FOTR, pg. 239. Lúthien Tinúviel, see The Silmarillion – ‘Of Ber-
en and Lúthien’.  

3Fran Walsh, Philippa Boyens, and Peter Jackson. 

4In the original script she was also going to fight at Helm’s Deep. 
Whilst this would have been a dreadful change from the story, at 
least it would have been more consistent with this scene. 

 

 

“In the movie Arwen 

merely becomes the 

mighty warrior’s gor-

geous but wimpy love 

interest.” 



 

Did You Know? 

To audition for Frodo, Elijah Wood got together a couple 
friends, dressed up in a flowy shirt and breeches, and went 

into a nearby forest to record a scene! Jackson loved it, 
called him in for a real audition and never looked back. 

May 5: John Rhys-Davies (Gimli) turns 71 

May 14: Cate Blanchett (Galadriel) turns 46 

May 23: William Kircher (Bifur) turns 57 

May 25: Ian McKellen (Gandalf) turns 76 

May 27: Christopher Lee (Saruman) turns 93 

May 29: Adam Brown (Ori) turns 35 

What If… 

...there were only seven members of the fellowship 
and Merry and Pippin went home after Rivendell? 

...Gandalf failed to figure out the password for Moria? 

...Gollum won the riddle game? 

Cast and Crew Birthdays in May 



 

 

Did You Notice? 

When Éomer rides off with his Rohirrim after leaving Aragorn, Legolas and Gimli to search for Merry 

and Pippin, his sword falls out of its scabbard!  



 

Test Your LotR Knowledge! 

1. What are Legolas, Gimli and Aragorn trying to figure out? 

2. What did Gimli and Aragorn seem like to Legolas? 

3. Who did Gimli think the old man was? 

4. Which of the three was the first to realize the old man was Gandalf? 

5. Where did Gwaihir bring Gandalf after rescuing him? 

6. What name is Aragorn given in his poem? 

7. In Legolas’ poem, what should he beware of? 

8. Gimli was called by what title in his message? 

9. How did Gandalf summon Shadowfax? 

10. What kind of horse is Shadowfax? 

Answers can be found in the chapter ‘The White Rider’ from The Two Towers. 

Quote  

Of 

The 

Month 

“...Expect me when you see me...” 

 -Gandalf 



 

The Gondorian Gazette 

Latest news from the Eagles? Most recent shenanigans from the Shire? We bring you all the newest and most exciting 
stories about goings on in the Tolkien fandom  

 

-Beauty and the Beast: In 2017, a new adaptation of the Disney classic, 
Beauty and the Beast, is set to hit the big screen. On the cast list of very 
familiar actors are two from Middle-earth, with Luke Evans (Bard the 
Bowman) lined up to play Gaston, and Ian McKellen (Gandalf) to play 
Cogsworth.  

-Middle-earth Art: Incredible artist Jerry Vanderstelt is working on a 
collection of beautiful sketches of the different character in the Fellowship. For the quality of the work, the 
prices are quite reasonable (between $35 and $70). He has completed the entire Fellowship and has a sepa-
rate drawing of Tauriel done in the same style.  

-It’s Still Middle-earth to Me: Here’s a fun parody of Billy Joel’s song, “It’s Still Rock and Roll to Me” that 
pokes some fun at the Hobbit movies! It’s quite well done and very catchy, so be warned that it may get 
stuck in your head! You can check out the 
song on Youtube here. 

-LEGO Erebor: An incredibly talented 
man named Michał Kaźmierczak has cre-
ated an epic piece, the great front gate of 
Erebor! The piece stands about 5 feet tall, 
is made up of 55,000 bricks, and took 7 
months to create. You can look at it in 
more detail here. 

 

 

 

1. Éowyn 

2. Aragorn 

3. Faramir 

4. Pippin 

5. Boromir 

6. Saruman 

7. Elrond 

8. Gimli 

9. Gandalf 

10. Merry 

11. Galadriel 

12. Sam 

13. Legolas 

14. Éomer 

15. Arwen 

16. Frodo 

Answers to Matching Game 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fiePj-wxx4s
http://kotaku.com/the-gates-of-lonely-mountain-made-from-55-000-lego-piec-1696700414

