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Language Corner 

Black Speech 
 

Gakh Nazgi Golug durub-ûri lata-nût, 

Udu takob-ishiz gund-ob Gazat-shakh-ûri, 

Krith Shara-ûri matûrz matat dûmpuga, 

Ash tug Shakhbûrz-ûr Ulîma-tab-ishi za, 

Uzg-Mordor-ishi amal fauthut burgûli. 

Ash nazg durbatulûk, ash nazg gimbatul, 

Ash nazg thrakatulûk, agh burzum-ishi krimpatul 

Uzg-Mordor-ishi amal fauthut burgûli. 

 
 

The Ring Poem 

By J.R.R. Tolkien 

Éowyn of Rohan 

By Theresa Prins 

Éowyn of Rohan stood behind the throne, 
her eyes full of tears, her rippling hair shone. 

Fair lady, so bright, your eyes like stars 
shone like golden lights throughout the night! 

 
Éowyn of Rohan stood upon the walls,  
her hair blown ‘round her face so fair. 

Fair lady, so bright, your dress like pearls 
rippled through the fading light as twilight fell again! 

 
Éowyn of Rohan walked upon the stairs, 
her feet so lightly clad upon the icy stair. 

Fair lady, so bright, your arms were white as snow 
that falls upon the frozen ground like crowns of golden stones. 

 
Éowyn of Rohan sang at fading light, 

her voice like silver winds upon a summer’s night. 
Fair lady, so bright, you shone there fading clear 

like sunlight on the fading swells towards the dawn of night. 

Common Tongue 
 

Three Rings for the Elven-kings under the sky, 

Seven for the Dwarf-lords in their halls of stone, 

Nine for Mortal Men doomed to die, 

One for the Dark Lord upon his dark throne, 

In the land of Mordor where the shadows lie. 

One Ring to rule them all, one Ring to find them, 

One Ring to bring them all, and in the darkness bind them 

In the land of Mordor where the shadows lie. 

 
 



 It’s Not as Though it’s Witchcraft... 

By I. Salogel 

The title of this article is actually a line from The Hobbit: An Unex-
pected Journey. Radagast says it when unsure of how to cure his 
small pet hedgehog. But I’m going to use it in a different context. 
Many Christians in this world have nothing to do with The Lord of 
the Rings or any of the other stories of Middle-earth, but it’s not on 
account of gruesome imagery, or dirty language, or even the theol-
ogy. There is a Bible verse, Ezekiel 13:20 (NIV), which says 
“Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am against your 
magic charms with which you ensnare people like birds and I will 
tear them from your arms; I will set free the people that you en-
snare like birds.” The thing that worries Christians is magic, because 
God forbids it. And yes, Tolkien’s work does include magic. There 
are five wizards in LOTR. The whole idea of magic rings turns people 
off. Palantíri are magical seeing stones. Several times Elvish magic is 
referred to. Even Minas Morgul, literally translated, means Tower 
of Black Sorcery. However, this does not mean that The Lord of the 
Rings is inappropriate for Christians to read. In the following para-
graphs I will explain why this is so. 

The first thing which should be taken into consideration is that Tol-
kien was a devout Catholic. He was well aware of the verses in 
which God places those who practice magic arts among the sexually 
immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and 

practices falsehood. But Tol-
kien did not purpose for his 
books to be allegorical to the 
Bible like C.S. Lewis’ Narnia 
was. Tolkien’s intention in 
creating Middle-earth was 
firstly to make a history for 
his Elvish languages which he 
had invented, and secondly 
he wished to create a my-

thology for England, since it did not have one of its own.1 Almost 
every single mythology in the world includes magic of one sort or 
another. Greek, Roman, Norse, Native American, Indian, Japanese, 
Chinese, Russian, the list goes on. So it is not surprising that LOTR 
includes magic, especially considering that Tolkien studied mytholo-
gy, mostly Norse, for nearly his entire life.  

The next thing we must examine is what is meant by magic in 
LOTR. For instance, someone might use the term magical to de-
scribe the night sky. Another might use the term magical to de-
scribe witchcraft. Neither of these uses are incorrect, they are 
simply different understandings of what the word magic means. If 
we are to claim that LOTR involves magic, we must be sure of what 
Tolkien means to portray by magic. Interestingly, Tolkien does not 
give an exact description of what he intends by magic. Perhaps one 
of the best ways to describe his view on the subject is this: 

 “It’s wonderfully quiet here. Nothing seems to be going on, and 
nobody seems to want it to. If there’s any magic about, it’s right down 
deep, where I can’t lay my hands on it, in a manner of speaking.” 

 “You can see and feel it everywhere,” said Frodo. 

 “Well,” said Sam, “you can’t see nobody working it. No fireworks 
like poor Gandalf used to show. I wonder we don’t see nothing of the Lord 
and Lady in all these days. I fancy now that she could  do some wonderful 
things, if she had a mind. I’d dearly love to see some Elf-magic, Mr. Fro-
do!”2 

Sam is comparing 
different types of 
magic, if you will. 
He has seen the 
“magic” of Gandalf 
in the fireworks 
displays. But now 
he has encoun-
tered a new type 
of magic, in the 
living land of Loth-
lórien. It seems 
more an aliveness, 

for as he says there is no one causing it to happen. This is where it 
comes in handy to know a bit about the history of Middle-earth. 
Lothlórien was a land created by the Valar, or the “gods” so to 
speak, before evil came and defiled the earth. It was in some ways 
a Garden of Eden, except that it was never unoccupied. What Sam 
is sensing here is pure goodness, almost a holiness, an echo of the 
paradise across the Sea where the Valar live. Personally I would 
not classify this as magic; I would compare it rather to Moses com-
ing down from Mt. Sinai with the radiance of God on his face. An 
echo of splendour.  

That does not, however, explain what Sam means by “Elf-magic.” 
Perhaps the best way is to let Galadriel herself explain. 

 “And you?” she said, turning to Sam. “For this is what your folk 
would call magic, I believe; though I do not understand clearly what they 
mean; and they seem to use the same word for the  deceits of the Ene-
my. But this, if you will, is the magic of Galadriel. Did you not say that you 
wished to see Elf-magic?”3 

Galadriel makes clear that magic for some is not magic for others. 
And she also clarifies that the deceits of the Enemy, sorcery and 
witchcraft, are much different than “Elf-magic.” Galadriel is also 
aware that a magical item such as her mirror is not entirely to be 
trusted, and cannot tell the future. As she explains to Sam:  

 “Remember that the Mirror shows many things, and not all have 
yet come to pass. Some never come to be, unless those that behold the 
visions turn aside from their path to prevent them. The Mirror is danger-
ous as a guide of deeds.”4 

Yes, the power of the Mirror can be taken as magical. But Galadri-
el’s warning concerning it provides a very Christian worldview.  

Before I move on to dark magic in The Lord of the Rings, I would 
quickly like to touch on the subject of wizards. This is perhaps one 
of the most controversial arguments concerning magic in Tolkien’s 
works. One way to explain the power of the Wizards, or Istari, is to 
compare them to the Old Testament prophets. Miracles that the 
prophets performed could have been considered magic. Were 
they? Well, they were God’s power. Is that magic? This is not a 
perfect analogy, for Tolkien made absolutely certain that his books 

were not allegorical in any way. But perhaps the best way to 
view Gandalf and the other wizards is as guardian angels of 
sorts.  

“When...the first shadow had fallen on Greenwood the Great, the Istari or 
Wizards appeared in Middle-earth. It was afterwards said that they came 
out of the Fair West and were messengers sent to contest the power of 
Sauron, and to unite all those who had the will to resist him; but they were 
forbidden to match his power with power, or to seek to dominate Elves or 
Men by force and fear.”5 

“We must examine 

what exactly is 

meant by magic in 

Lord of the Rings.” 



 
As is obvious, Saruman eventually disregarded the command and 
attempted to rule Middle-earth and use his power in a corrupt and 
malicious way. He turned his powers to dark uses. 

This brings us to the next topic: dark magic. Yes, there is most cer-
tainly dark magic in The Lord of the Rings. Probably the most pow-
erful thing created with dark magic in the story is the One Ring. For 
into it, Sauron poured his hate, malice, and will to dominate all life. 

 “...he made that Ring himself, it is his, and he let a great part of his 
own former power pass into it, so that he could rule all the others. If he 
recovers it, then he will command them all again, wherever they be, even 
the Three, and all that has been wrought with them will be laid bare, and 
he will be stronger than ever... It is his great hope and our great fear.”6 

This Ring not only con-
tains part of Sauron’s 
power, but it will also be 
able to control and re-
veal all the three Elven 
rings which he has not 
been able to get his 
hands on. It can grant 
long life, as is displayed 
by Gollum and also Bilbo 
who “at ninety looked 
much the same as he did 
at fifty.” Also, the Ring 
has a conscience; it 

wants to get back to its master, to Sauron. Not to mention its most 
iconic power: the ability to render the wearer invisible. Yet even 
this seemingly handy feature has extreme drawbacks. For one 
thing, the Enemy can sense it when it’s being worn. But more im-
portantly if someone uses the Ring to make himself invisible too 
much, he fades. He becomes permanently invisible and walks in 
the twilight realm, similar to the Ringwraiths, under the power of 
Sauron, a terrible end for any creature.  

However, this still does not explain the magical side of things and 
why it’s okay for Christians to read about it. As I see it, magic itself, 

in our world and in Middle-earth, depends on point of view. Some 
of the slower and simpler races of Middle-earth, such as Hobbits, 
call a thing magic when they see another do something that they 
cannot explain. But the other may know exactly how it was done, 
and know full well that their trick was not magic at all. Also, the 
sorcery and witchcraft that Sauron and Saruman use are not neces-
sarily magical tricks. They are a misuse of power, similar to how 
Satan misused his power and used it, indeed still uses it, to try to 
eradicate good. And when God warns us that he will have nothing 
to do with magic, is he not saying that he will have nothing to do 
with those who practice the lies of Satan? He declares in Revela-
tion that he will wipe them out, that they will be turned away at 
the door. Well, in LOTR it’s the same idea. A force of evil using its 
corrupted power to dominate other beings and wipe good off the 
earth, but which is being battled and fought for by the Wizards, 
divine protectors, and the rest of Middle-earth. So the question: 
should Christians avoid The Lord of the Rings because it has magic 
in it? Certainly not! Tolkien, by including magic, incorporates the 
Christian view on magic into his story in the most skilful of ways.  

 

Footnotes: 

1 Many people would argue that King Arthur and the Knights of the Round 
Table were England’s mythology, but most of these tales actually originat-
ed from French backgrounds. 
2 The Fellowship of the Ring, “The Mirror of Galadriel”, J.R.R. Tolkien, pg. 
363 (HarperCollins) 
3 Ibid. 364 
4 Ibid. 365 
5 The Return of the King, “Appendix B”, J.R.R. Tolkien, pg. 1094 
(HarperCollins) 
6 The Fellowship of the Ring, “The Shadow of the Past”, J.R.R. Tolkien, pg. 
50 (HarperCollins) 

JOKES! 
 

Q. What is the difference between Sauron and the Easter 
Bunny? 

A. No one knows, no one has seen either one! 

 

Q. What happened when the warg tried to bite Treebeard? 

A. He found his fang gorn! 



 

Hobbit Fun  

The Nine Walkers 
 

Unscramble each of the clue words. 
 

Take the letters that appear in boxes and unscramble them for the final 

word. 



 

 
 
 

 

A Wizardly Prank 
By Kathryn Finca 

  

“What are you doing?!”  

 

Frodo leapt up from his seat in alarm as the old man thrust the envelope containing the 

Ring into the cheery hearth fire. He did not know why he was quite so angry about it—just 

a little thing after all—but still there was no use in melting it. 

 

“Just wait a moment!” said Gandalf, with a serious expression on his face. The burning en-
velope peeled back to expose the small circle of gold within. The wizard left it for a few 

more minutes and then carefully pulled it out with the fire-tongs.  

 

“Take it Frodo,” he said, and as the Hobbit looked at him, confused, he added, “It’s quite 

cool!” 

 

Frodo obediently put forward his hand and Gandalf dropped the Ring onto it. Frodo let out 

a great shriek and threw the Ring on the ground, wringing his burned hand and hopping 

back and forth in pain. Gandalf sank into his armchair, weak with laughter. 

 

“I can’t believe you fell for that!” he wheezed through his guffaws. “I know you have some 

Took in you, Frodo, but even Pippin is not that foolish!” 



 

Did You Know? 

From The Lord of the Rings, it’s pretty easy to tell that Tolkien had a fascination with languages. 
It’s hard to believe, however, just how many real-world languages he actually spoke! Tolkien 
was fluent in Greek, Middle and Old English, Old Norse, Gothic, Modern and medieval Welsh, 
Finnish, Spanish, and Italian. He also had a working knowledge of Serbian, Russian, Swedish, 

Danish, Norwegian, Dutch, and Lombardic. Imagine keeping all seventeen languages separate in 
your mind! 

Would You Rather... 

1. ...be corrupted by the Ring OR interrogated by Sauron 

via a palantír? 

2. ...have Thorin OR Aragorn as your leader? 

3. ...be trapped in a cave with Gollum OR with the Great 

Goblin? 

4. ...watch Fíli OR Kíli die? 

5. ...ride on an eagle OR a dragon? 

6. ...play pranks with Pippin OR garden with Same? 

7. ...shoot off fireworks with Gandalf OR fight 

Uruk-hai with Aragorn? 

8. ...have Gandalf’s powers OR Legolas’ aim and 

agility? 

9. ...fight a bunch of Orcs OR one Nazgûl? 

10. ...ride Shadowfax OR a Fell Beast? 

Something to Think About 

Why do you think Tolkien spent nearly his entire life working on a 
fictional story? 



 

The Rare Reality of Fantasy 

By Rachel Greenleaf 

The main theme of The Lord of the Rings: good against evil. If we 
look around, we see this everywhere. Harry Potter. The Hunger 
Games. Star Wars. It’s the most common theme in fiction. It’s the 
easiest to relate to. We automatically go for the good side. The 
bad side will always have some striking characters that we enjoy 
for their pure evilness, but no one, no matter how much they pre-
tend, really wants to see evil defeat good. We know that our fa-
vourite characters aren’t truly in danger. Even if the author kills 
off a good person, we know that they died fighting for a good 
cause. 

The best sorts of good-against-evil books are the ones where the 
characters act like we do. They feel the same sort of feelings. They 
think the same sort of thoughts. They develop in a likeable way. 
And, the best part, they turn into heroes by the end. We sigh with 
satisfaction, put the book down, and wish our lives could be the 
same, that we could slip into that “too unreal to be real” reality. 

However, there is another 
sort of book that slides into 
this good-against-evil cate-
gory, the best example be-
ing J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord 
of the Rings. In this book, 
the reality isn’t too good to 
be true, because it’s not 
reality. In the magical world 
of Middle-Earth there are 
Elves, Dwarves, Men, Hob-
bits, Ents, Orcs, Trolls, Oli-
phaunts and Wizards. Each 
race has its own qualities, 

and none of them fit into the mindset of today’s average human. 
Tolkien’s theme doesn’t embrace the popular idea of killing off the 
evil and then “living happily ever after.” This is made clear very 
early in the book. When the Nine Ringwraiths are washed away in 
the flood before Rivendell, they do not die. They do not stay out 
of the picture. They come back. A flash of true reality: even a very 
good force, like the Elves, cannot eradicate evil.  

This theme comes up throughout the story. But it is not the only 
one. The greatest evil in the story, the One Ring of Power, holds 
great attraction. Evil is tempting. We are drawn to it. Reality. 
Granted, not all books 
keep their good charac-
ters completely immune 
to the temptation of 
wickedness, but in these 
books, people either 
easily overcome an evil 
attraction or are easily 
overcome and go to the 
evil side. Tolkien dis-
misses this easy analogy 
of temptation. Look at 
Boromir. A man, a good 
man: patriotic, slightly 

cautious of strange things, and a member of the Fellowship on a 
quest to destroy a great evil. Tolkien weaves this character of the 
story so skilfully that Boromir, though he is taken by the Ring, re-
mains a good character. How can this be?  Another flash of reality. 
We are all fighting against evil, even though all of us are overcome 
by it at one time or another. Fighting for good can cost us our life. 
Just like Boromir. This is an uncomfortable reminder, and though 
people may try to brush it off as just a story, the message sent is a 
much deeper message than in other fiction. 

Another unusual aspect of fiction that Tolkien draws into his story 
is how evil has a tendency to destroy other evil. Two evil beings, 
Sauron and Saruman, are trying to get their hands on the Ring. 
Though they seem to work together, would they not turn on one 
another as soon as the Ring was in the grasp of either side? The 
most obvious example of this is Gollum. This twisted being, 
wretched to the core, is most certainly on the bad side of the 
character spectrum. The Ring of Power is likewise placed in this 
category. And yet it is, in the end, Gollum himself that destroys 
the One Ring, for Frodo when finally faced with the task, suc-
cumbs to evil and turns to the darkness. Now, this is not to say 
that if we let evil to evil then evil will just take care of itself, ignor-
ing the good. Tolkien doesn’t forget this point either. After Sam 
and Frodo were almost caught in Mordor by two savagely quarrel-
ling Orcs, 

“For a while the hobbits sat in silence. At length Sam stirred. ‘Well, I call 
that neat as neat,’ he said. ‘If this nice friendliness would spread about 
Mordor, half our trouble would be over.’ 

  ‘Quietly, Sam,’ Frodo whispered. ‘There may be others about. We have 
evidently had a very narrow escape, and the hunt was hotter on our 
tracks than we guessed. But that is the spirit of Mordor, Sam; and it has 
spread to every corner of it. Orcs have always behaved like that, or so all 
the tales say, when they are on their own. But you can’t get much hope 
out of it. They hate us far more, altogether and all the time. If those two 
had seen us, they would have dropped all their quarrel until we were 
dead.’”1 

So we see that evil will always try to exterminate good first and 
foremost. Reality. Not like in other fiction, where evil is either eas-
ily destroyed by good or nicely goes and eliminates itself. Tolkien 
reminds us that evil is called evil for a reason: it will try to abolish 
good, whether we like it or not. 

Even though Middle-Earth is not a place that could be easily com-
pared to our world, there is something about it that rings true; 
truer than most other fictional realms do, whatever they may 
claim. This is part of what is so wonderful and powerful about this 
series. When the book is finished, we do not wish that we could 
live like the characters merely because they become celebrated 
heroes and everything works out nicely for them. In fact, things 
don’t work out all that well for some of them. Frodo, though he is 
the hero of Middle-Earth, feels empty. One of the best lines from 
the movie that is true to the message of the book comes at the 
Grey Havens. Frodo looks around at Sam and says, “We set out to 
save the Shire, Sam, and it has been saved; but not for me.” This is 
the spirit of Tolkien, teaching us that happily ever after isn’t al-
ways what we first think of.  

Footnotes: 

1 The Return of the King, J.R.R. Tolkien, pg. 203 (Unwin-Hyman)  

 

“Tolkien’s theme 

doesn’t embrace 

the popular idea of 

killing off evil and 

‘living happily ever 

after’.” 



 

Did You Know? 

The crew member who applied Sean 
Astin’s (Samwise) Hobbit feet every day 

was named Sean Foot! It would be hard to 
come up with a more appropriate name... 

Cast and Crew Birthdays in April 
 

April 4: Hugo Weaving (Elrond) turns 55 

April 15: Luke Evans (Bard) turns 36 

April 17: Sean Bean (Boromir) turns 56 

April 20: Andy Serkis (Gollum/Sméagol) turns 51 

 

What If… 

...Faramir had decided to bring the Ring to Denethor? 

...the Ringwraiths had captured Frodo in the Shire? 

...the Hobbits hadn’t met Aragorn in Bree? 



 

 

Did You Notice? 

In each of the three LOTR films, a character says the title of the film. Elrond calls the nine “the Fel-

lowship of the Ring”; Saruman mentions “the Two Towers”; Gandalf rebukes Denethor, saying the 

Steward has no authority to deny “the Return of the King”. 



 

Test Your LotR Knowledge! 

1. What is the air like in Fangorn? 

2. What two colours are in Treebeard’s eyes? 

3. What is Treebeard’s other (Elvish) name? 

4. Which are the four ‘free peoples’ listed in the Lore of Living Creatures rhyme? 

5. What does burárum mean? 

6. How far do the Hobbits travel on Treebeard’s shoulders? 

7. What do Men call the wasted gardens of the Entwives? 

8. In what position does an Ent sleep? 

9. Why is Quickbeam so named? 

10. What is ‘Valley of Saruman’ in Elvish? 

Answers can be found in the chapter ‘Treebeard’ from The Two Towers. 

Quote  

Of 

The 

Month 

“...All we have to decide is what to do 

with the time that is given to us...” 

 -Gandalf 



 

The Gondorian Gazette 

Latest news from the Eagles? Most recent shenanigans from the Shire? We bring you all the newest and most exciting 
stories about goings on in the Tolkien fandom  

 

-Leaf by Niggle: Tolkien’s short story, Leaf by Niggle, has been adapted into a small fan film by Adam Dens.  
This story has often been thought of as an allegorical autobiography of the creative process of writing The 
Lord of the Rings, and is a strange and beautiful story. If you’re curious, go check out the film here. The film’s 
title is Tree & Leaf. 

-DVD/Blu-ray: The release date for copies of The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies was March 24th! 
However, these are still the theatrical cuts of the movie—the Extended Edition won’t be showing its face for 
awhile yet. 

-Middle-earth Art: Incredible artist Jerry Vanderstelt is working on a collection of beautiful sketches of the 
different character in the Fellowship. For the quality of the work, the prices are quite reasonable (between 
$35 and $70). So far he has finished Gimli, Legolas, Merry, Pippin, Samwise and Strider, and Gandalf, Boromir 
and Frodo should be on the way soon!  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hB0f9M6tVLI

