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Language Corner 

Quildë lómë, airë lómë. 
Ilúvë ná senda, Ilúvë ná airë 
Ló enta wendamillë ar hína – 
Airë lapsë ta milya ar sívë. 
Fúmë mi meneldëa sérë. 
Fúmë mi meneldëa sérë. 

Night in Rivendell 
By Theresa Prins 

 

It was the night in Rivendell; 
and stars shone down on misty dell. 
The earth was deep in silent sleep, 

and it was night in Rivendell. 
 

It was the night in Rivendell. 
while river softly glim’ring fell 
to shining mist: a silver pool; 
For it was night in Rivendell. 

 
It was the night in Rivendell; 

a lone voice sang, clear as a bell 
Of stars, bright in the velvet night, 

while it was night in Rivendell. 

Silent night, holy night. 
All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child – 
Holy infant so tender and mild. 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent Night 
By Joseph Mohr 

Quenya English 



 Tolkien’s Truths 

By Benita Prins 

Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings draws in its readers in a way 
that no other fictional story does. We laugh when the four 
hobbits defy the tyrannical ruffians and Shirriffs in the Shire, 
we weep when Sam carries his master up Mount Doom, and 
we find ourselves wishing that Middle-earth was real – in-
deed, we often find ourselves thinking of it as though it were 
true. And we never finish a reading or re-reading of the book 
without having changed in some way, although we may not 
realize it, or know how. What is it in this story that strikes 
such a deep chord in us? 
 
Even if one is not Catholic, Christian, or even religious, his 
soul still longs for God. The Lord of the Rings is not overtly 

religious; however, the 
Catholic morals and prin-
ciples of the author are 
all there under the sur-
face. God, or Eru, is ever-
present in the story, if 
never mentioned. Tolkien 
refers to this fact numer-
ous times during Frodo 
and Sam’s journey 
through Mordor, by hav-

ing Sam repeatedly reference their ‘luck’. I believe that re-
gardless of one’s religious convictions, the spiritual underpin-
nings of LOTR draw one to the story, whether one is aware 
of this fact or no. 
 
A second subtle part of the tale is truth: not truth relevant 
only to Middle-earth, but truth relevant to us no matter how 
old or young we are, where we live, or when we live. Coun-
tering the present culture of death, LOTR promotes a true 
Christian culture, one of life and hope. Our culture tells us, 
“Whatever you believe is true, is true for you. Don’t worry 
about ‘traditional morality’ and all that, that stuff is all just 
Victorian prudery.” On the other hand, Tolkien tells us that 
“Good and ill have not changed since yesteryear; nor are 
they one thing among Elves and Dwarves and another 
among Men. It is a man’s part to discern them, as much in 
the Golden Wood as in his own house.” Do we not all know 
in our hearts that this message is the true one, and not that 
of society? 
 
Into our culture, with its creed of despair, The Lord of the 
Rings brings the light of hope. In the darkest hour, all is not 
lost. Through the murk of Mordor, Sam glimpsed a single 
star, and ‘the beauty of it smote is heart, as he looked up out 
of the forsaken land, and hope returned to him. For like a 
shaft, clear and cold, the thought pierced him that in the end 
the Shadow was only a small and passing thing: there was 
light and high beauty for ever beyond its reach.’ Even the 

films, with all their pandering to modern expectations, man-
aged to saturate this message to some extent. Sean Astin 
(Sam) declaims in The Two Towers film, “But in the end, it’s 
only a passing thing, this shadow. Even darkness must pass. 
A new day will come. And when the sun shines it will shine 
out the clearer… Folk in [the great stories] had lost of chanc-
es of turning back, only they didn’t. They kept going because 
they were holding on to something… that there’s some good 
left in this world. And it’s worth fighting for.” 
 
As well as these, there are the themes of love, loyalty, and 
humility. Sam gives up everything, risks everything, to help 
his master. Even when he is taking the Ring from the suppos-
edly dead Frodo, he says that when he has destroyed the 
Ring, he will return to Frodo if he can, “and then he’ll not 
leave you again.” It is Sam’s love of Frodo that most helps 
him not to yield to the temptation of the Ring. Second to this 
is his humility, or ‘plain hobbit-sense’, which reminds him 
that ‘he was not large enough to bear such a burden… The 
one small garden of a free gardener was all his need and 
due, not a garden swollen to a realm; his own hands to use, 
not the hands of others to command.’ Contrast this to the 
modern agenda, telling us that we deserve to take all the 
pleasure and wealth that we can get from this life! 
 
I hold that these themes are what most deeply attract us to 
The Lord of the Rings: the themes of faith, truth, hope, love, 
loyalty, and humility. All these, our culture tries to convince 
us, are subjective, or things that only the weak or (horrors!) 
the old-fashioned cling to. But we are not a simple mixture 
of mind and matter. The Lord of the Rings speaks to us today 
in a way that no other fictional story does, and I believe that 
a large part of the reason for this is because every human 
being has a soul as well as a body and a brain, and this soul 
knows the truth – though it may not admit it. 
 
 
Footnotes: 
 
1J.R.R. Tolkien, The Two Towers. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1994), 428. 
2J.R.R. Tolkien, The Return of the King. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1994), 
901. 
3Towers, 716.  
4Return,  881. 
 

“Every human has a 

soul, and this soul 

knows the truth—

though it may not 

admit it.” 



 

Hobbit Fun  
 

Crossword 
Objects of Middle-earth 

 

 

Across 

4. Galadriel wore this on her 
finger 

6. Galadriel gave this to Frodo 

7. Boromir wore this at his 
side 

9. Aragorn’s re-forged sword 

10. Frodo and Sam were al-
lowed to look into this item of 
Galadriel’s 

Down 

1. One of seven ‘seeing-
stones’ 

2. Bilbo was supposed to find 
this in Erebor 

3. One of the three jewels that 
the title, ‘The Silmarillion’, 
comes from 

5. Bilbo was given a coat 
made of this 

8. Frodo’s burden 



 

 
 
 

Middle-earth Christmas Song 
By Kathryn Finca 

 

On the first day of Christmas a wizard gave to me, One Ring to rule them all.  

On the second day of Christmas a wizard gave to me, two sons of Gondor and One Ring to rule them all. 

On the third day of Christmas a wizard gave to me, three lembas bread, two sons of 
Gondor and One Ring to rule them all.  

On the fourth day of Christmas a wizard gave to me, four little hobbits, three lembas 
bread, two sons of Gondor and One Ring to rule them all.  

On the fifth day of Christmas a wizard gave to me, five undead Wraiths, four little 
hobbits, three lembas bread, two sons of Gondor and One Ring to rule them all.  

On the sixth day of Christmas a wizard gave to me, six smelly orcs, five undead Wraiths, four little hobbits, 
three lembas bread, two sons of Gondor and One Ring to rule them all.  

On the seventh day of Christmas a wizard gave to me, 
seven men of Rohan, six smelly orcs, five undead 
Wraiths, four little hobbits, three lembas bread, two 
sons of Gondor and One Ring to rule them all. 

 On the eighth day of Christmas a wizard gave to me, 
eight talking trees, seven men of Rohan, six smelly 
orcs, five undead Wraiths, four little hobbits, three 
lembas bread, two sons of Gondor, and One Ring to 
rule them all. 

 On the ninth day of Christmas a wizard gave to me, 
nine Fellowship members, eight talking trees, seven 
men of Rohan, six smelly orcs, five undead Wraiths, 
four little hobbits, three lembas bread, two sons of 
Gondor and One Ring to rule them all.  

On the tenth day of Christmas a wizard gave to me, ten of Gandalf's fireworks, nine Fellowship members, 
eight talking trees, seven men of Rohan, six smelly orcs, five undead Wraiths, four little hobbits, three lembas 
bread, two sons of Gondor and One Ring to rule them all.  

On the eleventh day of Christmas a wizard gave to me, eleven gems from Moria, ten of Gandalf's fireworks, 
nine Fellowship members, eight talking trees, seven men of Rohan, six smelly orcs, five undead Wraiths, four 
little hobbits, three lembas bread, two sons of Gondor, and One Ring to rule them all. 

On the twelfth day of Christmas a wizard gave to me, Twelve Elves of Lo-
rien, eleven gems from Moria, ten of Gandalf's fireworks, nine Fellowship 
members, eight talking trees, seven men of Rohan, six smelly orcs, five un-
dead Wraiths, four little hobbits, three lembas bread, two sons of Gondor 
and One Ring to rule them all. 



 

Did You Know? 

J.R.R. Tolkien came up with the ‘One Ring to rule them all’ poem whilst 
he was taking a bath! 

Would You Rather... 

1. ...be stabbed by Aragorn OR cursed by Gandalf? 

2. ...steal all of Pippin’s mushrooms OR all of Merry’s car-

rots? 

3. ...make Gandalf OR Saruman wear a Santa hat? 

4. ...catch a Hobbit OR a Man under mistletoe? 

5. ...spend Christmas with Gollum OR the Goblin King? 

6. ...go on an adventure with Frodo OR Bilbo? 

7. ...party with Gimli OR Thranduil? 

8. ...take Frodo away from Sam OR take Merry away from 

Pippin? 

9. ...play riddles with Gollum OR Smaug? 

10. ...get a Christmas present from someone in Middle-earth 

OR give a Christmas present to someone in Middle-earth? 

Something to Think About 

Can you think of anything in The Lord of the Rings that might 
be improved? 



 

The End of All Things 

By Rachel Greenleaf 

As the Hobbit trilogy comes to a close, it’s an 

emotional time in the fandom. Many fans are feeling 

that this December will be their last time seeing Middle

-earth on the big screen. In their sadness, a large 

portion of people are petitioning Peter Jackson to 

make The Silmarillion, Tolkien’s rich, written history of 

Middle-earth, into another movie trilogy. Some believe 

that this is too much to ask, and would rather see three 

movies of the single stories from The Silmarillion, while 

still others are begging for a TV show style Silmarillion, 

following in the footsteps of the popular Game of 

Thrones.  

Not only are all three 

of these ideas rather 

preposterous, they 

also show (in my 

opinion) a lack of 

understanding of 

what exactly The 

Silmarillion is. So the 

point of this article is 

to point out the flaws and fallacies of such requests, as 

well as proposing a final solution. 

So to begin, why would a Silmarillion trilogy be a bad 

idea? The simplest answer is that it is too complex. It’s 

a bit like saying “Let’s film a trilogy on the Bible!” The 

book spans thousands of years and includes over 500 

characters. It would literally be impossible to fit the 

whole scope and sequence of the book into three 

feature length films. This means that if a Silmarillion 

trilogy were to be made, it would have to be extremely 

unfaithful to the original material. This in itself is a 

reason why it would be silly to try. If you are going to 

have to change everything anyways, then why not 

leave it alone and make your own story. But to give 

another reason, think on this – the last movie of the 

Hobbit saga is almost exclusively devoted to a battle. 

The Silmarillion includes 23 wars, at least 15 of which 

are crucial to the story, and one of which ends in half 

of the earth getting destroyed. And you wanted this to 

be…a trilogy?  

Okay, so some people understand this. Maybe we 

could just have three of the key stories instead. Beren 

and Lúthien, The Children of Húrin, and The Fall of 

Morgoth. The former two can indeed be stand alone 

stories, and in that respect they could potentially make 

good films, especially Beren and Lúthien. But not in the 

hands of any 

Hollywood 

director. The 

story includes 

talking hounds, 

jewels so 

beautiful and 

pure that they 

literally burn 

your hand, and 

a song so 

beautiful that it 

puts the most evil being in the universe to sleep. Not 

exactly easy to put on film. 

The Children of Húrin on the other hand, is simply not 

a happy story. Sure you get to see a dragon get killed, 

but there is no happy ending. The main character, 

Túrin, spends his time trying to run from his fate, and 

through an unfortunate series of events, ends up 

unknowingly marrying and his sister. When they realize 

what they’ve done, they both commit suicide. Túrin’s 

parents who have been separated for a very long time 

finally find each other at the very end of the book and 

then they both die. Túrin kills his best friend. Basically, 

the mood is set when at the beginning of the story, a 

young little girl (whose name means ‘laughter’) dies, 

and Túrin is forbidden to ever say her name again. I 

can’t even begin to imagine what Hollywood would do 

with the story…  

And lastly, the Fall of Morgoth would potentially work 

as a movie if the other two were made before it. But 

there is still the problem that you don’t really get any 

of the scope of why Morgoth is a dark lord, not to 

mention suddenly introducing about 20 new main 

characters you’ve never heard of before.   

Finally, there is the idea of a TV series. This suggestion 

holds the most weight for me. I can see this one as 

plausible. However, getting the green light for this 

“The Silmarillion is 

simply too com-

plex to be made 

into a trilogy.” 

Lúthien dancing 



 

series could be difficult… in order to do justice to the 

stories, I would estimate at least 5-6 years of 

preproduction/filming, and another 10 years for the 

series to actually show. Not to mention that if you 

wanted it to line up with LotR and Hobbit films, you 

would need to get started on this fairly quickly – 

Galadriel and Elrond are both fairly important parts of 

The Silmarillion, and Cate Blanchett and Hugo Weaving 

aren’t getting any younger. The budget would have to 

be grossly huge, and the pure size of the project is 

daunting to say the least. It could be done, but it would 

have to be done well, and with lots of passion for the 

original material. 

In fact, any attempt to do anything with The Silmarillion 

would have to be done with lots of passion for the 

original material, which is the main reason why I believe 

that even if such a series were to be made, it should not 

be made by Peter Jackson. I find that the liberties he 

took with The Hobbit went too far, and I would hate to 

see other stories of Middle-earth butchered in the same 

way. Not all books need to be movies. Not all books are 

meant to be movies. And The Silmarillion is one of those 

books.  

Of course, here I must make a quick point – all ideas to 

bring The Silmarillion, or any other of Tolkien’s 

published works, to the big screen are in vain at the 

moment. The Tolkien Estate is unhappy with the 

adaptations of The Hobbit, and have an iron grip on all 

film rights. But even if the rights were available, I do not 

think the films should be made. 

What I would propose to all the fans who are begging 

and pleading for more Middle-earth movies is that they 

stop begging and pleading – and instead go read the 

books. Read them, re-read them, and be content to 

have the Hobbit films finish Tolkien’s screen-adapted 

works. At least for the next several decades! Maybe one 

day the rights will be available, but it is nowhere in the 

near future. So for now, be content with what you have. 

If this is ‘the end of all things’ then let us make it a good 

end – not one filled with whining and clamouring for 

more. 

 

JOKES! 
 

Q. How did the trolls find Gimli’s father at night? 

A. He was Glóin in the dark! 

 

Q. What did Pippin do when he got drunk? 

A. He became Merry! 



 

Did You Know? 
To make the set for Smaug’s lair, there was a lot more involved than sprinkling around a few coins! Firstly, to 
make the look of the heap they stacked up wooden skids into a small mountain and covered them with sand-

bags. This mountain was covered with rubber mats that were covered on one side with rubber gold and jewels. 
Over this, they poured over 100,000 small styrene coin-coloured discs. 6 tonnes of coin-shaped pieces of alumini-
um alloy (approx. 290,000 individual coins) were then hand painted and poured on top (there were five different 
specific coin types, with different pictures for each different value). But it still wasn’t looking quite right because 
nothing looks more golden than real gold, so several hundred coins painted with real gold were thrown on the 
pile. Over 1200 handcrafted goblets (over half of which had inset gems, each of which was hand-placed), and 

other assorted gems, trinkets, necklaces, bracelets, and brooches were added to the pile. To top it all off, every-
thing would have to be reassembled for every reset, because after 10 minutes of Martin Freeman (Bilbo) floun-

dering around, all the heavy gold coins had sunk to the bottom and most of the treasure had started falling down 
to the bottom of the mountain! 

Cast and Crew Birthdays in November 
 

December 1: Dean O’Gorman (Fíli) turns 38 

December 8: Dominic Monaghan (Merry) turns 38 

December 16: Miranda Otto (Éowyn) turns 47 

December 17: Bernard Hill (Théoden) turns 70 

Laying a gold rubber mat on sandbags Buckets of  aluminum alloy coins Dumping a few last buckets of gems 



 

Did You Notice? 

When Gandalf is researching the history of the Ring 

and finds the account of Isildur, he begins to narrate 

what he is reading. On one shot of the scroll, you can 

see clearly that the writing says, “It is precious to 

me, though I buy it with great pain,” and this is fol-

lowed by the Ring inscription. However, Gandalf ap-

pears to be able to read text which isn’t there as he 

continues with, “The markings upon the band begin 

to fade. The writing which at first was as clear as red 

flame has all but disappeared, a secret now that only 

fire can tell.” Maybe it’s just invisible ink! 

What If… 

...the Black Arrow had missed Smaug? 

...Thorin hadn’t died? 

...the Battle of the Morannon (Black Gate) had been 
lost to Sauron? 



 

Test Your LotR Knowledge! 

1. On which side of the River is Amon Hen—east, west, north, or south? 

2. How long is Frodo given to think about the route that he will take? 

3. Who interrupts Frodo during his long reverie? 

4. How does Frodo escape from Boromir? 

5. When Frodo looks eastward from the Seeing Seat, what does he see? 

6. What can he see happening in the Misty Mountains? 

7. What is the last thing he sees? 

8. The greater part of the Company votes for which path, Minas Tirith or Mordor? 

9. Who refuses to leave Frodo, no matter to which place he goes? 

10. By about how much does Sam miss the boat when he jumps into the water? 

Answers can be found in the chapter ’The Breaking of the Fellowship’ from The Fellowship of the Ring. 

Quote  

Of 

The 

Month 

“...Faithless is he who says farewell 

when the road darkens...” 
-Gimli 



 

The Hobbit: An Information Corner 

Where you can read the latest and most exciting news on everything Hobbit. (But please be aware that spoilers are included.) 

 

-World Premiere: The World Premiere for The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies will be held in London, England 
on December 1st. It is confirmed that the actors attending will be Sir Ian McKellen, Richard Armitage, Luke Evans, Or-
lando Bloom and Martin Freeman, but it is safe to assume that Peter Jackson will be there too, and we have also heard 
that cast and crew from all six Middle-earth movies will be showing up as well! The event will be livestreamed here if 
you have no chance of getting to England. Should be a night to remember! 

-Trailers, and trailers, and trailers, oh 
my!: Aside from the main Hobbit trailer 
which came out at the beginning of No-
vember, there have been ten TV spots, 
each with a little snippet of new footage. 
The most iconic of these is Galadriel 
seeming to throw a ball of light at some-
thing—do we finally get to see the se-
rene Elven queen get angry? Only a 
matter of days now! Also, there has been 
a different trailer released, a ‘legacy’ 
trailer which covers not only the three 
Hobbit films but also LotR, bringing out 
the iconic moments with the touching 
music from Gandalf’s death playing over 
top. It also rather jarringly illustrates the 
differences between the two trilogies, 
but the nostalgia is, I assume, supposed 
to cover that up somewhat… 

-Star of Fame: Peter Jackson is set to receive his star on the Hollywood walk of fame  on December 8th! I must ad-
mit, he deserves it—Hollywood doesn’t seem to care for much besides money, and he’s certainly given them plenty of 
that! :) 

-The Last Goodbye: This is the title of the credits song for The Battle of the Five Armies, which will be sung by Billy 
Boyd. There is now a full music video available online, which many say is tear jerking to say the least. This song will be 
on the upper end of favourite Middle-earth songs, I believe! 

-Running Time: The running time for the last Hobbit film is 144 minutes as of latest update—that is a good 2 hours 
and 24 minutes long! Make sure you don’t drink too much of your beverage before the movie is done, because I am 
pretty sure you won’t make it to the end before being able to run to the bathroom… 

-Lego Dwarves: A very skilled fan has managed to recreate Thorin’s entire company with LEGO. It took him 656 days. 
Pretty impressive! 

https://www.warnerbros.co.uk/insider/articles/2014/november/watch-the-world-premiere-of-the-hobbit-the-battle-of-the-five-armies-live-from-the-green-carpet

