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Language Corner 

Se Flanders restar i rúmacarnelómë 
imbi tarwër, téma or téma, 

Ya sarat sarnelma; ar se i menel 
Lirulin, er rucanórima lindarë 
Vahaina hlararë se ohta nún. 

Nalmë i Firin. Sinta aurer yá 
Cuilarelmë, leptarë ára, cenarë andúnë lúsina, 

Melinare, ar melda, ar sí cainelmë, 
Se Flanders restar. 

Mapa costalma as i cotumo: 
Anal quellello máli hatalmë 
I nárë; na analda coltára. 
Qui hehtale asalmë ye fir 

Valmë fúmë, ómu olcarnelómë 
Se Flanders restar.  

A Hobbit Limerick 
By Kathryn Finca 

 

There once was a Hobbit called Baggins 
Who, when he stole one of Smaug’s flagons, 

Aroused the beast’s wrath, 
And in the aftermath, 

Learned never to laugh at live dragons... 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 
In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

In Flanders Fields 
By John McCrae 

Quenya English 



 Eagles of Middle-earth 

By Lindsay Powells 

Eagles. Although they are one of the most fascinating 
races populating Middle-earth, Tolkien has not told us 
very much about them. However, with a short study 
both of Tolkien’s works and works on Tolkien’s works, 
quite a lot of information can be gleaned on the charac-
ter and role of the Eagles in the history of Middle-earth. 
J.E.A. Tyler describes them in his Tolkien Companion 
(London: Picador Books, 1979) as noble, swift, proud, 
independent, and merciless to their enemies – we are 
told in The Hobbit that “Eagles are not kindly birds”1. 
The Eagles of The Hobbit are descendants of Thorondor 
the Lord of Eagles, members of their House of Princes, 
and there was a long feud between them and the gob-
lins of the Misty Mountains during the latter Third Age. 
Not only, however, were they actively enemies of the 
goblins, but also actively friends of Elves and Men. 

In The Silmarillion, Eagles play quite a large part in aid-
ing the enemies of the Dark Lord Morgoth. In one in-
stance, Morgoth had hung Maedhros son of Fëanor by 
one wrist over a precipice. Fingon, another Elf, hap-
pened upon Maedhros, and at his request was about to 
shoot Maedhros to end his agony. Before he could do 
so, though, Thorondor came upon them. Picking up Fin-
gon, he carried him down to a level with Maedhros, en-
abling Fingon to cut his friend loose. On another occa-
sion the brothers Huor and Húrin were lost in the mists 
of the mountains surrounding the hidden city of Gon-
dolin; eagles found them and carried them to safety. 
During the attack on Gondolin, fugitives from the city 
were attacked by Orcs, but these were driven back by 
eagles. An eagle also saved Beren and Lúthien from the 
lair of Morgoth. 

All this took place during the First Age; little or no action 
of Eagles is recorded from the Second Age, but they 
played a great role in the important happenings of the 
Third. Thorin Oakenshield and his company would have 
been murdered by the goblins and wargs had it not 

been for the timely ar-
rival of the Eagles. Lat-
er the same year, they 
participated in the 
Battle of Five Armies. 
Gandalf was rescued 
from Orthanc by 
Gwaihir the Windlord, 
and again after his 

battle with the Balrog. The entire host of Eagles was 
present at the Battle of the Black Gate at the end of the 
War of the Ring, after which three went to Mount 
Doom to recover Frodo and Sam. At the very end, an 
eagle brought to Minas Tirith the news of Sauron’s de-
feat. 

 Eagles may not be kindly to their enemies, but clearly 
they are willing to aid their friends unmindful of dan-
gers to themselves. Throughout The Silmarillion, The 
Hobbit, and The Lord of the Rings, they pop up to save 
the day when the Free Peoples are in dire straits. The 
Eagles have a larger part to play in Tolkien’s legendari-
um than is immediately apparent, and for myself I am 
glad of their presence in Middle-earth. 

 

Footnotes: 

1
Tolkien, J.R.R. The Hobbit (London: HarperCollins, 1991). 93.  

“Eagles may not be 

kindly, but they are 

willing to aid their 

friends.” 



 

Hobbit Fun  
 

Word Search 
Servants of Sauron 

 

G B H O H R I O S F U C H J U 

L L J D L U I O Q N R V A G U 

R R J X K I U A R O T O R Z J 

W C A V A T P D S R P O A C D 

H O N E H Q I H A R A T D W N 

X H D R O Q P A A T O Q R G I 

E Q O W X P I F W U X C I W C 

W N C S F X Z H C X N I M O N 

N A M U R A S W H M P T G R R 

Y K O X Y M D V M H V R L C K 

X M B H B B U D S T A A T V J 

R I N G W R A I T H H E B F E 

H K I U A Z U C I L G L J K J 

D G H P I M G W F R M F J C U 

U K A G W V W J S H Z C S U D 

CORSAIR 

CROW 

HARADRIM 

OLIPHAUNT 

ORC 

RINGWRAITH 

SARUMAN 

SOUTHRON 



 

 
 
 

How Legolas Became an Assassin 
By Daisy Perian 

Once there was an Elf called Legolas. He went on a big adventure with 8 other members of a fellowship, 
whose quest was to destroy the Ring of Doom. Legolas didn’t have much fun. When the fellowship tried to 
cross Caradhras, he was the only one with no problems, and they all felt very annoyed with him for being 
able to walk on the snow. In the end, because Gandalf and Frodo were bossy, they had to try a different way 
which was going under the mountain, through the Mines of Moria. Legolas didn’t like the dark so when Gim-
li the Dwarf wanted to cry over some grave, he began to get very uncomfortable. Gandalf and Aragorn ig-
nored his urgings that they should move on. They were attacked by Orcs and had barely escaped when a 
Balrog came along. Legolas was terrified of Balrogs. He turned and ran, as did the rest of the Fellowship.  

When they got outside, it turned out that Gandalf had died fighting the Balrog. Oh well. The company con-
tinued to Lothlórien where Legolas burned off some of his stress by telling what happened in Moria to some 

other Elves but Galadriel and Celeborn seemed more disturbed 
that Gandalf was gone than that there was a Balrog in Moria. 
They didn’t even seem to notice that Legolas had been scared of 
it. The company left Lothlórien and Legolas got stuck in a boat 
with Gimli and the other luggage. He didn’t even get a Hobbit to 
amuse him.  

Boromir became snappy and annoying on the river voyage and 
Legolas wished he would just leave. The next day they were at-
tacked by Uruk-hai, and Boromir died fighting them. Oh well. 
Legolas, Gimli and Aragorn decided to try and rescue Merry and 
Pippin, who had been captured by the Uruk-hai, but Gimli and 
Aragorn insisted on breaks so that Merry and Pippin were res-
cued by someone else. No one laughed when Legolas made a joke 
about where Merry and Pippin had gone. Then Gandalf came 
back and was bossy again and wouldn’t let Legolas go explore 
Fangorn because Gimli didn’t want to, which was terribly unfair. 

Instead they had to go deliver an old King from his illness. The king’s niece liked Aragorn. Aragorn began 
to get annoying.  

They went to fight a battle with a bunch of humans at a fortress and won, but only because the trees helped 
them. Legolas liked trees. Everyone else seemed to think it was because of Aragorn. Aragorn got more an-
noying. They began a journey to Minas Tirith, but a bunch of Aragorn’s friends showed up on the way and 
Aragorn decided to go find an undead army with them. Gimli wanted to go too, but not without Legolas. So 
Legolas was dragged along into another mountain, even though he’d told them he didn’t like the dark, where 
shades of men followed them and Gimli freaked out the entire time. Gimli was getting annoying.  

They went to fight some corsairs and Legolas heard seagulls and his passion for the Sea was awakened. He 
realized that Aragorn and Gimli were responsible for this, but no one seemed to care how he felt. They 
fought another battle at Minas Tirith and then decided to go and attack Mordor to draw Sauron’s Eye 
away from Frodo and Samwise. No one had told Legolas they were alive. Frodo destroyed the Ring, and 
Aragorn married Arwen. The Rohirric girl married a Gondorian. Aragorn became King, and doubly an-
noying. Legolas was ignored. Then finally, he decided to assassinate Aragorn. This he did, with the precision 
and skill of an Elf. Arwen got mad at him and went to sulk in the wilderness. Then everyone else got mad at 
him, especially Gimli. So Legolas made a boat, took Gimli out in it, and dumped him in the ocean. When he 
got to the Undying Lands, Galadriel wasn’t very happy with him, and neither was the reader of the story, 
so he went and assassinated them too. 

Moral of the story: never ignore an Elf for too long. We will retaliate. 



 

Did You Know? 

A lot of people thought that aspects of LOTR were analogies when the 
book was published.  One person thought the five wizards might stand for 
the five senses. Another thought the Orcs were supposed to be the Middle-
earth equivalents of Communists.  This was a common one; a lot of people 
also thought the Orcs were Nazis. And last but not least: a woman wrote 
to Tolkien asking if the book was an analogy for atomic power?! 

Would You Rather? 

1. ...eat at an Elvish feast OR a Dwarvish party? 

2. ...wear a helmet OR carry a sword while you were grocery 

shopping? 

3. ...draw a map of Middle-earth OR paint a picture of one of 

the landscapes? 

4. ...live in the Grey Havens OR Lothlórien? 

5. ...drink an Orc-draught OR live on only lembas for a 

month? 

6. ...have Merry OR Pippin for a father? 

7. ...talk to a Dragon OR an Ent? 

8. ...ride in the Rohirric calvary OR join the Gondorian arch-

ers? 

9. ...fight a battle at Helm’s Deep OR Minas Tirith? 

10. ...be given the Ring and be corrupted OR take the Ring 

and corrupt others? 

Something to Think About 

What would a Middle-earth Remembrance Day 
ceremony be like? 



 

A Children’s Tale or Not? 

By I. Salogel 

As you may or may not have guessed from the title, 

this article is about The Hobbit. People do not debate 

whether The Lord of the Rings is a mere children’s 

book – it is obviously an epic work of fantasy for all ag-

es. But The Hobbit is a different matter. Recently, 

thanks to Peter Jackson’s trilogy of films based on the 

300 page work, there has been a lot of controversy 

over the book. Some say that Jackson is simply filling 

out the book with Tolkien’s other material, others 

claim that he is making the changes that Tolkien was 

going to make anyways, and still others will say “Well 

it’s just a children’s book, he had to change things so 

that all audiences could watch the movies.” The former 

two claims may be addressed at a different time per-

haps but the third is the one I want to discuss now. Is 

The Hobbit just a children’s book? 

To begin let us look at the very first review of The Hob-

bit. It was written by a young boy, Rayner Unwin, 

whose father was the publisher to which Tolkien had 

sent his book. Rayner, who was ten at the time, wrote:  

"Bilbo Baggins was a Hobbit who lived in his Hobbit 

hole and never went for adventures, at last Gandalf the 

wizard and his Dwarves persuaded him to go. He had a 

very exiting (sic) time fighting goblins and wargs. At 

last they get to the lonely mountain; Smaug, the drag-

on who guards it is killed and after a terrific battle with 

the goblins he returned home — rich! 

 This book, with the help of maps, does not need any 

illustrations it is good and should appeal to all children 

between the ages of 5 and 9." (Wikipedia) 

A rather lukewarm reception if anything, and if we are 

to take the young man’s opinion on the matter, it is 

most certainly a children’s book! At the same time 

Rayner read the first draft of The Hobbit however, 

there was another who read it as well, the author Rich-

ard Hughes. He said, “...it is one of the best stories for 

children I have come across for a very long time.....The 

only snag I can see is that many parents...may be afraid 

that certain parts of it would be too terrifying for bed-

side reading.”1 Hughes too is quick to label it as a chil-

dren’s book and yet, he senses that there is an air of 

more mature themes woven throughout.  

In fact, Tolkien himself intended The Hobbit to be a 

mere children’s novel. “Mr. Baggins began as a comic 

tale among conventional and inconsistent Grimm’s 

fairy-tale dwarves, and got drawn into the edge of (the 

world of the Silmarillion) – so that even Sauron the ter-

rible peeped over the edge. And what more can Hob-

bits do? They can be comic, but their comedy is subur-

ban unless it is set against things more elemental.”2 

Why could The Hobbit be considered a children’s 

book? Well there are 

many reasons. The 

layout of the story 

follows the usual 

pattern of a fairy tale. 

An unlikely hero and 

his fellows are off to 

slay a treasure-

hoarding dragon. 

Along the way, they 

have many light-

hearted adventures. 

They bump into three, old trolls, are chased by Goblins, 

fly on giant, talking eagles, meet a man who can 

change into a bear (or is it a bear who can change into 

a man?), get lost in a dark forest, escape from a haugh-

ty king, and reclaim their gold. Even certain plot devel-

opments feel like a fairy tale-ish: a map that has secret 

letters, a game of riddles, a magic sword, and of course 

the dragon! The Hobbity banter as well gives it an inno-

cent, childish feel.  Even the Dwarves’ names feel child-

ish, in their peculiar way of rhyming with one another: 

Oin and Glóin, Fíli and Kíli, Dwalin and Balin, Ori, Dori 

and Nori... Bilbo Baggins is a rather ridiculous name as 

well!  

And yet, there is something about The Hobbit which 

pushes against its label of children’s literature. Bilbo is 

foolish and funny, but as we follow him, we see that he 

is also honest and clever and has a good heart. His con-

tinuous saving of his Dwarvish companions proves that 

they could not have done this quest without him. Bilbo 

makes a choice that is far deeper than what you find in 

a typical children’s book – to betray Thorin by giving 

“There is some-

thing about The 

Hobbit which 

pushes against the 

label of children’s 

literature.” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rayner_Unwin


 

giving the Arkenstone to the opposing side as an effort to 

allay the looming battle. Also, the fact that the Dwarves were 

going to fight the Elves and the Men is interesting in that all 

three of those races are the ‘good’ people. And the only way 

they can come together as allies is when a greater evil 

threatens.  

Perhaps the biggest part of the story that pulls it out of the 

children’s genre is that one of the main characters dies. Tho-

rin, whom we get to know quite well, never truly regains his 

lost kingdom. He dies before he can become King under the 

mountain, and his heirs, Fíli and Kíli, die with him. A sobering 

end to a quest that seemed so lighthearted. And unlike the 

typical fairytale where the hero gets all the treasure and the 

praise and goes and lives happily ever after, Tolkien says in-

stead that “...if more of us valued food and cheer and song 

above hoarded gold, it would be a merrier world.”3 

So is The Hobbit a children’s book? I am inclined to say no. 

Yes it was written for children and is full of fantastical ele-

ments, but it is certainly not limited to people between the 

age of 5 and 9! It is a rich story, and if you look past the 

quirky, amusing dialogue, you will see themes and thoughts 

woven throughout that appear to be just as much for adults 

as for juveniles. To be sure, The Hobbit is much more simplis-

tic and innocent than its sequel, The Lord of the Rings. But to 

classify it as a mere children’s story is to make a large mis-

take. 

 

Footnotes: 

1 The Letters of J.R.R. Tolkien, pg. 23, (Houghton Mifflin)  

2 ibid, pg. 26, (Houghton Mifflin)  

3 The Hobbit, J.R.R. Tolkien (Ballantine Books) pg. 273  

JOKES! 
 

Q. What’s Barliman Butterbur’s favourite cheese?  

A. Bree!  

 

Q. Why should you never call the Nazgûl ‘black riders’? 

A. Because it’s wraith-ist (racist)! 



 

What If… 

...Gandalf hadn’t escaped from Saruman? 

...Frodo had been captured by the Uruk-hai? 

...Frodo hadn’t gotten Gollum to lead him and Sam to 
Mordor? 

Did You Know? 

Making The Lord of the Rings was no small feat. During the process, 1,600 pairs of 
Hobbit feet were created, over 48,000 weapons and makeup prosthetics were 

made, 20,602 extra background actors were hired, and over 6 million feet of film 
was recorded!  

Cast and Crew Birthdays in November 
 

November 4: John Callen (Oin) turns 68 

November 12: Craig Parker (Haldir) turns 44 

November 20: Christopher Tolkien turns 90 

November 27: Alexandra Astin (Elanor Gamgee) turns 18 



 

Did You Notice? 

In a few of the wide shots of the Fellowship on the Anduin River, you can see that Elijah 

Wood (Frodo), Sean Astin (Sam), Dominic Monaghan (Merry), Billy Boyd (Pippin) and John 

Rhys-Davies (Gimli) are not actually in the boats. Instead, there are scale doubles wearing 

rubber masks of their faces! 



 

Test Your LotR Knowledge! 

1. What did Frodo and Sam see in the water on the fourth day 

out from Lórien? 

2. How did Gollum hide himself on the river? 

3. What danger did the Fellowship escape only to be shot at 

by Orcs? 

4. What is the Elvish word for ‘Orcs’? 

5. Which enemy did Legolas shoot, the fall of which scared off 

the Orcs? 

6. What puzzles Sam about the moon? 

7. How long were Aragorn and Legolas gone looking for a por-

tage route? 

8. Which two kings are the Argonath made in likeness of? 

9. What lake did the Fellowship come into after passing through the 

Gates of Anduin? 

10. How long had the journey down Anduin taken? 

Answers can be found in the chapter ’The Great River’ from The Fellowship of the Ring. 

Quote  

Of 

The 

Month 

“...It’s the job that’s never started 

that takes the longest to finish...” 
-Samwise Gamgee 



 

The Hobbit: An Information Corner 

Where you can read the latest and most exciting news on everything Hobbit. (But please be aware that spoilers are included.) 

 

World Premiere: The World Premiere for The Hobbit: The 
Battle of the Five Armies will be held in London, England on De-
cember 1st. It is confirmed that the actors attending will be Sir 
Ian McKellen, Richard Armitage, Luke Evans, Orlando Bloom and 
Martin Freeman, but it is safe to assume that Peter Jackson will 
be there too, and we have also heard that cast and crew from all 
six Middle-earth movies will be showing up as well! The event 
will be livestreamed online if you have no chance of getting to 
England. Should be a night to remember! 

Lego: Several new LEGO™ sets coming out for the upcoming 
movie. There are four new sets, titled The Battle of the Five Ar-
mies, The Lonely Mountain, Witch-King Battle, and Attack on 
Laketown. (The Witch-King set includes a Galadriel minifigure 
holding what could very possibly be the light of Earendil, which 
she gives to Frodo in LotR. Is this a spoiler of Galadriel’s weapon 
of choice against the Necromancer?) Also, there has been a 
proposition to make a Minas Tirith set which is getting a lot of 
support, so we may see this in the near future! 

Tolkien’s Tree: A large Black Pine tree in Oxford has come to an 
end. Last year two large branches broke off the tree, and it was 
judged it had to be taken down. A sad event, for this was Tol-
kien’s favourite tree, and he is leaning against it in one of the 
more well known pictures of him. 

Air New Zealand: Middle-earth’s favourite airline has released 
their newest safety video, titled The Most Epic Safety Video Ever 
Made. And that’s pretty close to the truth! The video features 
different NZ locations as well as Elijah Wood, Dean O’Gorman, Richard Taylor, Sylvester McCoy and Peter Jackson him-
self. Book me a flight! 

Credits Song: The credits song for the last of the Hobbit trilogy is called “The Last Goodbye”. It will be sung by Billy 
Boyd, perhaps because of the fantastic reception of the teaser trailer in July which featured his other song, Edge of 
Night. It seems a fitting way to end a long journey. 

Posters: Warner Bros has released 8 new epic character posters for the last instalment of the Hobbit trilogy. The 
characters are Bilbo, Gandalf, Galadriel, Bard, Legolas, Tauriel, Thorin and Thranduil. A man, a Hobbit, a wizard, a 
Dwarf, and four Elves… let’s not forget what this movie is about, alright?  

 

 

 

 


