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Regular Contributors: I. Salogel, Benita Prins, Bridget MacMillan, Rachel Greenleaf, Almárëa Cundu, Kathryn Finca, Daisy Perian, Rose Serinde
And thanks to everyone else who contributed something for this month’s issue!

Contribute!

Write articles or stories, make up games, find a Tolkienian language tidbit, tell us a Did You Know about the movies or books, or anything else!  Deadline for the March issue is February 25. Submit to your Ivy Bush contact.  (This is the person who sends each issue to you; see the latest Ivy Bush email.)
Oops!

Last month we missed a birthday! On January 4, Graham McTavish (Dwalin) turned 54.

Language Corner

The game of chess is a very old, dating back centuries. It is not unreasonable to think that there might have been chess – or a version of it – in Middle-earth... Now you can shake up your typical game of chess by using Elvish names for the pieces!

English
King

Queen

Bishop

Knight (a.k.a. horse)

Rook (a.k.a. tower)

Pawn

Quenya

Aran

Tári

Cáno

Roquen

Mindon

Ohtar

Sindarin

Aran

Rîn

Taid

Rochir

Barad

Maethor

That was Poetry!
Callo Ilyao

(Hero of All)

By Amras Ringëril

From the darkness a star rises

If he accepts he will almost surely die

He goes not for glory but for love

For the good earth and all he does hold dear

The world depends on him and his companions

Going past the safety of home

To endless battles of sword and soul

To him is given a task

Until the task is done 

Until the end of all things

JOKES!
Q. Where do you go for Dwarvish ale?

A. The Wines of Moria! (Mines of Moria)

Q. Why did Boromir want Frodo to lend him the Ring? 

A. Because he was always Borrowmir-ing things! (Borrow, Boromir)
Did You Know?

Tolkien originally called his Elves Gnomes! He liked the word Gnome better and thought it had better linguistic roots, but changed it to his secondary choice, Elves, after facing the fact that his Gnomish race wasn’t fitting as well as he had hoped. Unwilling to completely give up on the word however, he named one of the Elvish races the Noldor (originally Gnoldor) as a tribute to Gnome.

The Dwarves were always called Dwarves, but Tolkien played with that word as well. Previously all literature had cited the plural of Dwarf as Dwarfs, but Tolkien changed it to Dwarves. (In the same way he despised the terms ‘Elfish’ and ‘Elfin’ and wrote them as Elvish and Elven instead.) Later he came upon the archaic plural for Dwarves, Dwarrows. Though too late to use it for the Dwarves which had already been established in The Hobbit, he still used the term in his book, when he named the great underground city of Moria Dwarrowdelf.

How Well Do You Know LOTR?
1. What were the names of the three children of Elrond?

2. Who was the Dwarf seated next to Frodo at the feast in Rivendell?

3. What relation was the current king of Dale to Bard the Bowman?

4. How many young Dwarves did it take to lift Bombur?

5. How many of Thorin’s companions were still with Dáin in Erebor?

6. Who was the ‘dark figure’ in the Hall of Fire?

7. Who did Bilbo’s friend the Dúnadan turn out to be?

8. About whom was Bilbo’s poem?

9. How many times did the warning bell for the Council of Elrond ring?

10. Which of the Hobbits (Frodo, Merry, Pippin, Bilbo, & Sam) were invited to the Council?

Hobbit Fun 

Marnuclebs!
(Unscramble!)

Hint: Men of Middle-earth (answers in next column, backwards)

1. Nagglim

2. Iboomri

3. Reemo

4. Breen

5. Marraif

6. Dentohe

7. Hotender

8. Rúnit

9. Groanar

10. Agrim

1. Gnilmag

2. Rimorob

3. Remoé

4. Nereb

5. Rimaraf

6. Nedoéht

7. Rohtened

8. Nirút

9. Nrogara

10. Amírg

The Hobbit on Trial
By Benita Prins

A little over a month has passed since The Desolation of Smaug premiered in Los Angeles, and since then I have heard many things about it, both for and against the adaptation. I have now finally seen it for myself, and I have to say I feel a little confused. I didn’t exactly love it, yet I didn’t hate it by any means. I had few complaints about An Unexpected Journey last year, but The Desolation of Smaug is so different from AUJ... Peter Jackson has gone wild adding characters and adding and deleting scenes. I’ll go over some things I especially didn’t like about the film (Elveses, preciousss, Elveses with bright eyes) as well as its merits.

WARNING: MANY SPOILERS TO FOLLOW!

The main digression, of course, is Tauriel. I was expecting to be shaking in my boots the entire time she was onscreen, but ended up liking her as a character, though this opinion depends on my not having felt very much like I was in Middle-earth. Even her wig turned out to be quite nice in the end! The chief issue I have with her is the implied romance between her and Kíli. I do not understand why people are saying that it’s simply a friendship, since everyone I know who has seen it has interpreted it the same way as I did. Still, if you forget about Tauriel being an Elf and Kíli being a Dwarf, it almost works. However, she absolutely should not have been able to heal Kíli’s ‘Morgul wound’, much less with athelas, since only the Kings of Númenor and their descendants, such as Aragorn, could use it as a healing herb. The Elvish chanting Tauriel did while using the athelas was rather silly, as well.

I was thoroughly disappointed with Thranduil. Although the Elves in The Hobbit are vastly different from those of LOTR, and this may be part of Jackson’s reasoning behind the portrayal of the King of Mirkwood, Thranduil is simply awful and is nothing at all like an Elf from either book. Certain shots almost convinced me that they were trying to rival the size of Elrond’s forehead. The best part with Thranduil was when he offered to free the Dwarves if Thorin would give Thranduil part of Smaug’s treasure hoard. Even so, it wasn’t Thranduil who enthralled me, it was Richard Armitage’s amazing performance as Thorin, telling his captor just what he thought of him.

I was looking forward to seeing Legolas, Thranduil’s son, again. I have no problems at all with his addition, since it seems pretty obvious he would have been somewhere around. I do, however, have problems with the way he’s portrayed in DOS. I thought Orlando Bloom’s performance in The Lord of the Rings was one of the best in that movie trilogy, but I’m not so sure about the current one. It seems like Legolas is just there for killing Orcs. The final straw is when, almost at the end, he fights with Bolg, then as Bolg is riding away on a Warg, Legolas finds that his nose is bleeding and appears to decide a nosebleed merits revenge. This behaviour is quite un-Elflike, if you ask me; way too hot-headed.

The Elves were the most irritating thing, but the storyline with the Orcs chasing Thorin and Co. was also a source of annoyance. I can’t decide if the fact that Azog the Pale Orc was long dead by the time of The Hobbit was the thing that aggravated me the most or the least. Azog’s company of Orcs seemed to be pretty scared of Beorn, which is just a little fantastical considering the number of Orcs. Eventually Azog’s son, Bolg, comes to take Azog’s place when the Necromancer summons the latter to Dol Guldur. Bolg’s design was quite good – it hardly looked like CGI – and although I liked the original design, this new one makes the relationship between him and Azog more obvious.

One of the good parts of the movie was Beorn. His entrance to the story was very, very different from Tolkien’s version, but all right if the viewer can suspend belief. However, the introduction of the Dwarves to Beorn in the book was funny and clever, and Peter Jackson could have just sped that up a little and still avoided boring audiences. In fact, it would have been a great way to do it, since Gandalf’s recap of the journey up to that point would have reminded everyone what happened in the first movie, or, if someone hadn’t seen AUJ, they would get an idea of what had happened earlier on. Anyway, I think Mikael Persbrandt was quite a good pick to play Beorn in his human form. He has a slight foreign accent which makes Beorn seem different and exotic.

Smaug was amazing. It is difficult to remember he isn’t real but just a ton of CGI. Benedict Cumberbatch was the perfect actor to voice the dragon. I was actually quite terrified at times! The thing about Smaug which is quite unbelievable in any situation is that, although Bilbo had taken off the Ring (!) Smaug didn’t get all the information possible from him and then eat him. The narrow escapes from him Bilbo keeps having are just a little too narrow. The entire end of the movie including the fight with Smaug required suspension of belief. The only time one of the Dwarves is affected at all by Smaug’s fire is when Thorin’s costume catches fire, which fire is then put out very quickly. In fact, I didn’t even notice anyone sweating in the heat! But I loved at the end when he got covered in gold which then sprayed from his wings in droplets.

I appreciated the much better characterization of Bard, despite the fact that they changed his role from the captain of the archers to a poverty-stricken bargeman who doesn’t balk at smuggling. Luke Evans was a wonderful pick to play Bard. Although they received little screentime, Bard’s daughters Sigrid and Tilda and son Bain were welcome additions. 

The wrong pronunciation of the Ring inscription continues. In The Fellowship of the Ring movie I noticed that Gandalf said ‘Azg nazg’ instead of ‘Ash nazg’, but decided it was probably an oversight by Ian McKellen. However, as Gandalf approaches Dol Guldur in DOS, there’s a voiceover with the words of the inscription and it is still ‘Azg nazg’. I have no idea how this got by. It’s absolutely irritating...
However, the biggest problem is the way the point of the book no longer seems to be the same thing. Tolkien's story was about how Bilbo grows throughout the months of the quest, but PJ has turned it into a story about the growth of Thorin at best, a revenge fest at worst. Thorin's determined to get revenge against Smaug and I'm sure he'd love to get revenge against Thranduil for abandoning the Dwarves on the day when Smaug attacked Erebor. Also, when the spider happens to touch the Ring, Bilbo immediately starts yelling at it and kills it. Legolas and Tauriel only seem to be in the movie for unbelievable stunts, like crossing a river using the Dwarves' heads as stepping stones shooting all the while. Simply put, The Hobbit is no longer The Hobbit, and I can't say I like The Hobbit Version 2.0 very much.
Would You Rather?
1. ...be an Orc OR a Ringwraith?

2. ...be a Wizard OR an Elf?

3. ...live in Mirkwood OR Lothlórien?

4. ...eat lembas OR nice fried fish with a big plate of golden chips?

5. ...be able to eat as much as OR snore as loud as Bombur?

6. ...have Théoden OR Saruman as an uncle?

7. ...sing songs OR play jokes with Merry and Pippin?

8. ...have Legolas’ bow OR Bard’s bow?

9. ...listen to Elvish music OR play Elvish music?

10. ...eat Éowyn’s stew OR wash Gríma’s hair?

Something to Think About

Would the excuse “Tolkien was going to revise The Hobbit anyways” justify Peter Jackson’s deviations if it was true that the reason Tolkien didn’t was simply that he didn’t have enough time? (The true reason was not that he died before he could finish, but that the fans didn’t want him to – they wished for the story they’d fallen in love with to stay how it was.)
Short Stories
The End of Bag End

By Almárëa Cundu
Knock, knock, knock.  The banging on the door of Bag End didn’t stop.  Suddenly a voice blew in through the window.  “If you don’t let me in, I shall huff and puff and blow your hole in.”  “Half a minute, my dear Gandalf!  I thought it was Lobelia,” shrieked Frodo.  He fumbled in his pocket for the Ring, but couldn’t find it, and since he took so long looking for it, Gandalf huffed and puffed and blew Bag End in.  

The End of the Story, and of Bag End.

What If…
...Bilbo had killed Gollum?

...Sam had failed to defeat Shelob?

...Frodo had not volunteered to take the Ring to Mordor?

On Love
By I. Salogel 
With the approach of Valentine’s Day coming up, love is ‘in the air’ so to speak. Stores are redecorated in pink and red, social media throws out ways to make him yours or find out what the perfect gift could be… Fandoms have fun at this time of year as well. I’ve seen ‘geek valentines’ that say things like “Are you the Ring? Because I’ve got my Eye on you…” or “Your beauty has pierced my heart like a Morgul blade…” While these are amusing (though not always entirely clean) I cannot but help frowning inside even as I laugh. Would Tolkien have appreciated the fans of his books using his story to make innuendo-filled pickup lines? Doubtful. And fans should know it too. Those who actually know the story understand how important the concept of love was to Tolkien, how pure and beautiful it could be. So in this article I’m going to look into what love meant to Tolkien and how it comes out in Lord of the Rings.

J.R.R. Tolkien actually had a bit of a complicated love relationship! When he was 16 he fell in love with a girl named Edith who was three years older than him. His guardian, a priest, caught the two of them together and told the young John that he wasn’t allowed to see Edith again. The two of them exchanged letters secretly instead, and their relationship did not cease as Tolkien’s guardian had hoped. He found out about the letters as well, and angrily told John that if he couldn’t wait until he was 21 (when Edith would be 24) then he would have to free himself from guardianship. John was torn between the girl he loved and the father figure of his life, and the latter won out. Edith waited for him, and soon after John turned 21, they were married, finally with the approval of his guardian.

The agony of loving someone seemingly unattainable must have made an impact on Tolkien’s mind, for it came out in his writings. The Tale of Beren and Lúthien, one of the most touching love stories known to fiction, speaks of Beren – a mortal man – who fell in love with Lúthien Tinúviel, the most beautiful Elf-maiden who walked Middle-earth. Lúthien’s father was vehemently opposed to the idea of his daughter marrying a mortal, so he set Beren an impossible quest. Lúthien loved Beren so much she aided him in his quest, and together with the aid of the hound Huan, they achieved the task that Lúthien's father had given Beren, but not without great loss. The story illustrates the amazing power of pure and unconditional love, love enough to die for.

An echo of this story is the Tale of Aragorn and Arwen, whose tale is very similar to Beren and Lúthien. Aragorn had to wait even longer for Arwen, for he loved her when he was no more than 25 but Elrond insisted that he earn the right to marry his daughter, which would be when he had reclaimed his kingship. So Aragorn ended up waiting about 60 years before he finally ‘got the girl’ so to speak. Of course, this was not as big of a hardship for Arwen as time passes swiftly for an Elf. But her sacrifice was arguably even greater than Aragorn’s, for to spend one lifetime with him, she gave up the immortality of her people, she gave up seeing her father and brothers and mother ever again, she gave up her place on the ships sailing over the Sea – essentially, she gave up everything she had ever known in order to be with her beloved. Now that is commitment!

Tolkien also recognized that not all love was as perfect as Beren and Lúthien's, or Aragorn and Arwen’s. In The Children of Húrin, the main character, Túrin, eventually ends up marrying his own sister, who had lost her memory. When the two figure out what they have done, Túrin’s sister throws herself off a cliff and Túrin falls on his sword – both would rather die than live in such a state of shame. Another instance of spurned love is the story of Éowyn, who fell in love with Aragorn. But though Éowyn loved him, Aragorn remained faithful to Arwen, and gently but firmly showed the Shieldmaiden of Rohan that she could not love him. Éowyn lost all desire for anything except death in battle. But after her despair her heart turned towards Faramir instead, and she was reconciled to happiness.

But romantic love is not the only form of affection that Tolkien writes about. Where The Silmarillion has more on the love of romance, The Lord of the Rings focuses mostly on the pure love between friends. The camaraderie between Aragorn, Legolas and Gimli, the ‘best mates’ relationship between Merry and Pippin, and the brotherly affection between Boromir and Faramir are all good examples of this. But the most obvious is the relationship between Sam and Frodo. In our modern world today, many people find this hard to read because to be blunt, any close relationship between two members of the same gender – especially male – are usually gay. Sam and Frodo are not gay; if they were, then how come Sam has had a crush on Rosie for the entire time he’s been gone? But even if there was no Rosie, Sam and Frodo being gay is ridiculous. Why should there be gay connotations if a man calls another man ‘dear’ like Sam talks about ‘dear Mr. Frodo’? Why should there be gay connotations if Frodo slept with Sam’s arm around him in Mordor? Affection does not have to be romantic, something which this age is swiftly losing sight of. Sam was the most steadfast and truest of friends. He would stop at nothing to help Frodo. He would do anything for Frodo, because he loved him with the pure and untainted love of friendship. People should stop looking at Sam and Frodo as an awkward ‘gay-before-it-was-ok-to-be-gay’ love affair. Instead, they should view it as a standard, a bar – a bar raised so high that if two people claimed to have a deeper friendship than Frodo and Sam had, they would truly have the best friendship that best friends can have.

To conclude, Tolkien would have been dismayed at how fans of his books are using analogies of his beloved stories for cheap pickup lines. His romances are not about passionate sex or messy and violent break-ups. Unfortunate characters like Túrin and his sister would rather die than live in shame at something many modern day people would consider to be a juicy scandal which would be on the front page for weeks. Aragorn's dismissal of Éowyn was done with the highest respect and a firm but sincere apology - he didn't play around with her and then drop her flat on her face. And not all relationships must have romanticism at their root; pure friendship can be just as powerful as an amorous bond. We can learn so much from Tolkien's view of love - much more that can be learned from anything you'll see on Valentine's Day.

Did You Notice?

In the scene where Éomer gives Legolas, Aragorn and Gimli three horses and then rides off, his sword falls out of his scabbard as he rides away! I guess he’s in for a shock when he reaches Helm’s Deep...

Cast and Crew Birthdays in February

February 11: Paul Norell (King of the Dead) turns 62

February 25: Sean Astin (Samwise) turns 43

Did You Know?

Almost every person in LOTR and TH wears a wig. Elvish wigs were usually made of naturally curly hair and had to be straightened, while characters that needed wavy hair usually had originally straight wigs which had to be curled and crimped. Nearly all of the wigs were human hair, and much of the hair was donated by Russian women. The wigs and beards of the Dwarves however were made from yak hair to give it a coarser and more earthy feel.

The Hobbit: An Information Corner

Where you can read the latest and most exciting news on everything Hobbit. (But please be aware that potential spoilers are included.)

-100 Years of Middle-earth: On January 26th was the first public reading of a piece of Tolkien’s Middle-earth!

-Oakentoons: Enjoy a good laugh related to The Hobbit? Check out Oakentoons, an online comic strip about the Impressive Adventures of Thorin the Majestic (and-his-not-nearly-as-majestic-friends…)

-New Zealand Earthquake: On January 20, a sizeable earthquake hit New Zealand, scale of 6.2, or 6.3 according to some reports. (And no, it wasn’t a dragon…)
 It doesn’t look like anyone was injured in the quake, but one of the giant eagles hanging up for display in the Wellington airport came crashing down! A team from Weta went to fix the problem and this time made sure the display was securely anchored. If the earth shakes again, Gwaihir will be ready!

-Oscars: The Hobbit: the Desolation of Smaug has been nominated for three Oscar awards: Best Visual Effects, Best Sound Mixing, and Best Sound Editing. Not quite as impressive as the middle film of the previous trilogy… The Two Towers was nominated for no less than six of the categories and won in two of them. Surprising that DOS was not nominated for Hair and Makeup though!

-More Filming Pickups: It looks like the Hobbit cast, or at least some of them, will be heading back to New Zealand in May for some final pickups, or at least that’s what James Nesbitt let slip in an interview with the Irish Examiner newspaper! Not surprising however. In an interview with TheOneRing.net, Richard Armitage said: ‘We have nothing official at the moment; but knowing Pete, knowing what that third movie needs to be like, you know, his taste and what he’s aiming for, I have no doubt in my mind that we’ll be going back to do more stuff … On the last day of the shoot, he [PJ] put his arms around me, and he gave me a big hug and said, ‘See you next year.’ And I was like, ‘What, do you mean for the Premiere?’ and he went, ‘No, no; we’ll be back here again…’ ’

-Hobbiton…literally: A small town in the Netherlands has a unique twist to it – the street names are all from Middle-earth! The main road is Laan van Tolkien (Tolkien Lane) but there are a total of about 25-30 street names including all the members of the Fellowship, characters from Rohan, Gondor and Rivendell, and Erebor, and even some of the Valar!
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� From The Desolation of Smaug...


Ori: “Was that an earthquake?” Balin: “That, my lad, was a dragon...”





